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SERMON =-L 


Wildom of a religious courfe of life, 


Jos xxvii. 28. 


Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wi/donts | 
and to depart from evil is underftanding. 


UR Creator, who has appointed. 

this world to be the prefent {cene 

of our being, has. been pleafed to place 
good and evil, life and death, before us, 
and has left them to our own free election; 
has intrufted our happinefs or mifery to 
our own conduét, and made them to de- 
pend upon ourfelves. The moft impor- 
tant concernment of life, therefore, is, 
to make a right and prudent choice. It 
A 18 
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is of the laft confequence to confider well 
by what principles we fhall form our con- 
dua& ; upon what plan we fhall act: whe- 
ther we fhall fearch for the proper happi- 
nefs of our nature in the paths of virtue, 
or in the ways of vice: whether we fhall 
attend to the directions of unerring wif- 
dom, or follow the counfels of our own 
pafhons : whether we fhall purfue the mo- 
ral plan which the light of Nature difco- 
vers, and which the light of the Gofpel 
‘ iiliftrates and enforces; or whether we 
fhall reject the divine inftructions; and, 
regardlefs of confequences here or here- 
after, feize the pleafures of the prefent 
hour, walk in the ways of our heart, and 
in the fight of our eyes, and go on where- 
ever feducements may invite or inclina- 
nation prompt us. 

The wifdom of a Suan choice, af= 
ferted in the text, may appear from the 
following confiderations. 

I. Certain it is, that the whole bd of 
moral or religious laws, are the laws of 
the wife and good LecisLator of the 

world, 
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wotld, whofe defign in imparting to us 
our being, was doubtlefs to communicate 
a portion of his happinefs; and whofe 
view in giving us laws, was as certainly 
to promote that happinefs, and to improve 
it to the utmoft capacity of our nature. 
For, moft affuredly, he can have no per- 
fonal intereft in view. He can require no- 
thing from us for his own fake, not even 
tthe worfhip we are to render him, nor 
the glory we are to afcribe to him. Our 
imperfect praifés and ignorant adorations 
can add nothing to the fulnefs of his feli- 
city; nor can we detract from it by our: 
neglect or difobedience. For can a man be 
profitable to God? or ts it gain to him if thou 
makeft thy ways perfedt? If thou be righteous, 
what giveft thou him? or what receiveth he 

at thine hand ? 8 
His perfections alfo forbid us to fuppofe 
that he can derive pleafure from the de- 
pendence or fervitude of his creatures; or 
that he can delight in iffuing arbitrary in- 
junctions, or defpotic mandates. His laws 
can be confidered in no other light than 
| A2 ag 
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as rules of conduct, refulting from the 
frame and conftitution of our nature, and 
neceflary to our well-being. While Reli- 
gion, therefore, is our guide, and we con- 
duét our fteps by the direction of the 
fupreme LaweIver, the divine wifdom is 
eur fecurity that our paths fhall termi- 
nate in peace. ip 
II. In order to vindicate the wifdom of 
a religious conduct, it may not be impro- 
’ per to obviate a prejudice too commonly 
propagated, and too eafily received, That 
the felicities of the next world are not to 
be obtained, according to the ftri€&t terms 
of Chriftianity, without renouncing the 
enjoyments of the prefent. Religion is 
/ too often reprefented with an unpleafing 
countenance and fevere afpect, interdic- 
ting pleafures, exacting hard fervices, com- 
manding us to wage perpetual war with 
the world and our own nature. Were 
this reprefentation juft, we could draw no 
conclufion againft the wifdom of religious 
obedience ;—fince infinite is the difpropor- 
tion, between the two worlds,—between 


‘time 
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time and eternity; and we could not 
think it an unreafonable condition of eter- 
nal falvation, if we were required to em- 
ploy the whole of a fhort life in the im- 
mediate fervice of Gop. An eternity of 
happinefs is furely worth the obedience 
and fervice of a few years, how difficult 
foever the obedience may be. 

But the merciful Author of religion has 
not dealt thus hardly with mankind. Its 
wife and ealy reftraints preclude us from 
‘no enjoyments that reafon approves; from 


none that we can defire with prudence, or 


enjoy with fafety. Religion prohibits only 
_thofe fpecious, but deftructive evils, which 
the paffions of mankind have dreffed up 
in the difguife of pleafure; thofe irregu- 

lar purfuits, in which no wife man would 

ever place his happinefs, or could éver 

fmd it. | ‘1 

- Gop, who has filled the earth with his 

goodnefs, and furrounded us with objects 
which he made agreeable to our nature, 
cannot be fuppofed to require us to reject 
his bounty, and to look on them all as on 

ee the 
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the fruit of that tree in paradife, which 
was pleafant to the eye, but forbidden to 
be tafted. Too apt, indeed, are we to imi- 
tate the difobedience of our firft parent ; 
and like him, not fatisfied with eating 
freely of every tree which our CREATOR 
offers to us in this garden of nature, 
we too often liften to every tempter, and 
expect to find _pleafure in the forbid- 
den fruits of vice. But be the pleafures 
of vice what they may, there is ftill a fu- 
perior pleafure in fubduing the paffions of 
it: for it is the pleafure of reafon and 
wifdom; the pleafure of an intellectual, 
not a mere animal being; a_pleafure that . 
will always ftand the teft of reflection, 
and never fails toimpart true and perma- 
nent fatisfaction. . 

The duties of religion are indeed, in all » 
refpects, fo conformable to thofe. prin- 
ciples which our CREATOR has imprefled 
on our mind, and {trike fuch harmony 
upon the foul, and diffufe fuch compla- 
cency through it, that the very argument 
of pleafure, which forms generally the 

greateft 
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greateft prejudice againft religion, proves, — 
when rightly underftood, the moft power- 
ful incitement to it. Which leads me 
to obferve, 

Ill. That the wifdom of a religious con- 
duct may appear from. its being the fure 
foundation of that peace of mind which is 
the chief conftituent of happinefs. The 
reflection on a life employed in ferving 
Gop, and attending to the proper ends of 
our being; a confcioufnefs of integrity to- 
wards him; and the confequent hopes of 
an intereft in his favour, and of an happy 
immortality when this fhort and tranfitory 
{cene is no more,—will be a never-failing 
fource of fatisfaction and delight. Hence 
arife a thoufand felf-gratulations. 

What Solomon obferves of Wifdom, is 
equally true of peace of mind: The mer- 
chandife of it is better than the merchandife of 

filver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies, and all the 
things thou canft defire are not to be compared 
to her. But this is a happinefs which 
Vice muft ever be a ftranger to, and none 
A4 but 
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but the virtuous and good ever can enjoy. 
Avarice cannot find itin wealth, nor Sen- 
fuality in vitious gratifications, nor Am- 
bition in honours and diftinétions; nor is 
it to be found, but in the reflections of 
the virtuous mind. The children of this. 
world may fucceed in the immediate ob- 
jects of their purfuit,—honours, power, or 
wealth; but cannot obtain happinefs, or. 
peace of mind,—the end for which thofe 
objects are purfued. This is a reward 
which the Author of our being confers 
only on thofe that obey him, and fuffers 
none but the virtuous and religious to 

- poffefs. 
True it is, that-the moft perfect virtue 
is not produétive of pure, unmixed hap- 
pinefs. The condition of human life will 
not permit us to expect a total exemption - 
from evils. Religion will indeed bring » 
with it internal peace of mind, but cannot 
fecure us from external contingencies; from 
fraud, injuftice, or violence, to which the 
mquity of the world will expofe us; nor 
from pain, forrow, or ficknefs, to which. 
our 
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our frame is by nature fubject. But tho’ 
thefe, or other affliGtions, may be the lot 
of the good man; yet his peace of mind 
will alleviate the weight of thofe affliGions, 
and fupport him under them,—which is 
next to an extemption from them. / Reli- | 
gion will not reverfe the diftin@ions of 
{tation which Providence has appointed : 
it will neither give riches to the poor, nor 
liberty to the captive; but it will admi- 
nifter confolation to both; it will teach ac- 
quiefcence and contentment; it will teach, 
that godlinefs is the beft riches, freedom 
from fin the moft valuable liberty. Reli- 
gion will not fecure us from the paflions 
of others; but it will protect us from our 
own; it will humanize the mind, and 
foften it into moderation, and teach all 
-our paffions a due fubjection to reafon and 
duty. | 
But further: ‘Religion i is not lefs friendly 
in its influence on focial than private life; 
and is equally conducive to the happinefs 
of the public, and of individuals. ° So far, 


aida as every one’s happinefs 1s con- 
nected 
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neéted with, and dependent on, that of the 
public, it becomes his intereft, and his 
wifdom, upon this account, to be religious. 
It is not in human reafon to devife rules 
better calculated for the fecurity, and peace, 
and happinefs, of focial life, than thofe 
prefcribed by religion. It forbids all fraud, 
violence, and oppreflion ; corrects all acri- 


' mony of temper, all afperity of manners ; 


. give. 


recommends a juft difcharge of the duties 
proper to our refpective ftations; bids us 
regard every man as our brother, equally, 
related to Gop with ourfelves. It in- 
ftru@ts us to be liberal to the wants of 
others, compafiionate to’ their afflictions, 
to be eafy to be reconciled, pene to for- 


All the virtues that can render a neole 


/ fecure and flourithing, all the duties that 


the beft political laws require as neceflary 
or conducive to the public tranquillity, 
are enjoined by our religion; and all the 
crimes they forbid, as fubverfive of public 
peace and order, are prohibited by it: fo 
that the wifeft legiflators bear teftimony to 

the 
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the wifdom and excellence of religion; 
_which has this peculiar advantage above all 
human laws, that whereas their reftraints 
can extend only to external behaviour, 
and bind the hand, religion reaches the 
heart, regulates its movements, and puri- 

fies that fource and fountain of action. 
And were the practice of religion gene-- 
rally to prevail; if all men would act 
under the influence of its principles, and 
be fober, honeft, temperate, and induftri- 
ous; they would efcape more than half the 
evils that afflict mankind. It’ is eafy to 
fee, that the natural confequences of fuch 
univerfal virtue would prefent to the mind 
a perfect portrait, a finifhed image, of | 
public happinefs: an image, indeed, whiclt 
the mind may form to itfelf, and contem- 
plate;—but which the corruption of mans 
-kind, it is to be feared, will never fuffer 
to have more than an ideal, never a real; 
exiftence. _ But in whatever proportion 
probity, integrity, benevolence, and the 
reft of the virtues, prevail in any nation ; 
in the fame proportion will that nation 
feel 


' 
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feel thofe happy confequences, which, were 
“mens virtue perfect, would be as perfect 
happinefs as the condition of mortality 
will admit. 

Laftly, The wifdom of a Mage life 
may hence appear, becaufe fuch a conduct 
is infinitely preferable, infinitely more 
. prudent and fecure, when we take futuri- - 
ty into confideration. It is utterly impofh- 
ble to produce any proof of our non-exift- 
ence hereafter: and were we capable of 
conceiving, that the evidence for, or.a- 
gainft, the certainty of a future: ftate, 1s 
not decifive, and that the arguments on 
both: fides equiponderate’; yet it would 
be prudent, furely, to become adventurers 
for another world, and provide for the im- 
portant chance... If there be no future ac- 
count to be given, no exiftence after death, 
but all beyond the grave is a land of filence 
and darknefs, a ftate of oblivion and in- 
fenfibility, {the utmoft that vice and liber= _ 
tinifm can with); yet, eventhen, the good 
man will reft equally with the wicked in 
that ftate where all things are alike for- 

gotten ; 
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gotten ; and’ fuffers nothing in this. life, 
upon. account of his religion, but the want 
of thofe pleafures, which are not to be pur-_ 
chafed but at the’expenfe of his virtue, his 
peace of mind, and his hopes of immor- 
tality; thofe hopes, which, were they even 
delufive and vifionary, yet are eminently 
fubfervient and effential even to our pre- 
fent peace: for thefe are the beft: ingre- 
dients to fweeten the bitter cup that the 
world ‘often adminifters; from thefe alone 
¢an be-derived fupport under adverfities, 
or fatisfaction even in enjoyments. | If re- 
ligion fhould hereafter prove a’ miftake, 
it is a miftake for which we fhall) not be 
accountable. Should our hopes prove fal- 
lacious, and our faith be all error and de- 
lufion, we cannot be more unhappy than 
the wicked, when both are to be no more. 
But if our faith and hopes be well-ground- 
ed, (and we have moft certainly fufficient 
evidence of their truth), the righteous are 
then for ever inconceivably bleffed. 

On the other hand, it is not in the 
power of the wicked man to:extinguifh in 
0 PQOT: him- 
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himfelf all ideas of Gop the Judge of the 
world, and all apprehenfions of a future 
exiftence. And when he confiders it only 
as poflible, that, this life ended, he may 
enter into another more important ftate of 
Being, for which he has made no provili- 
on; that there may bea day of judgment, 
there may be a future tribunal, where he 
muft appear, and where he can make no 
defence ; this, this alone, will be fufficient 
to draw a black, melancholy veil over all 
his enjoyments, and open a profpect full 
of horror. It is virtue alone that can look. 
forward into futurity with. any degree 
of confidence or fatisfaction. Vice is no 
competitor there, nor ever thinks of lay 
ing claim to future rewards: on the con- 
trary, the wicked man muft be often a= 
larmed with fears and apprehenfions, that, 
as he is by nature accountable, an account 
muft one day be given; and that, as 
punifhment is due, punifhment a over 

take him hereafter. “i 
Upon the whole,—the good man enjoys, 
generally, fuperior happinefé in this world; 
and, 
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and, in the next, ftands alone, without 
any, rival, in bis hopes and pretenfions. 
Be it then our care to order our fteps. fo, 
that, without turning afide to the right 
hand or to the left, we may perfevere in 
that line of wifdom to which the wife and 
good Author of our being has directed us; 
and live ever obedient to Him, whofe 
precepts are favours, whofe reftrictions 
are mercies, whofe laws are the laws of 
kindnefs,—not mere dictates of will, not 
the arbitrary mandates of power,—but 
rules of conduct, refulting from our na- 
ture, and eilential to our well-being. 

The divine laws are the inftructions of 
our CREATOR, the counfels of our fupreme 
PARENT, pointing out to us the way to 
felicity. Let us then believe, that he has, 
with paternal care, confulted our interefts 
in all his inftructions; and let us fhew 
our piety and prudence in our obedience 
tothem. O how J love thy law! fays the 
Pfalmift, convinced of its fupreme excel- 
lence: i¢ 1s my meditation all the day. Thou, 
through thy commandments, haff made me 


wifer 
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wifer than mine enemies; for they are ever 
with me. I have more underfianding than 
my teachers ; for thy teflimontes are my medi- 
tation. I am wifer than the aged, becaufe I 
keep thy commandments. Impreffed with the 
fame conviction as the Pfalmift, let each of 
us adopt his language, and concur in the 
piety of his refolutions : Teach me, O Lord, 
the way of thy flatutes, and I fball keep it unto 
the end. Give me underftanding, and I will 
keep thy law; yea, I will keep it with my 
whole heart. I will meditate on thy precepts, 
and have refpedt unto thy ways; I will de- 
light myfelf in thy flatutes ; Iwill not Sorget 
thy word, : 


SERMON It 
Religious employment of ime. 


EpHEs. v. 15. and part of ver. 16. 


See then that ye walk circumfpedly, not as 
fools, but as wife, redeeming the time. 


HIS admonition of the apoftle is 

well worthy of the confideration of 
mankind in general, as well as of thofe to 
whom it was particularly addreffed. For 
mankind in general, far from the circum- 
fpe€tion required by the apoftle, are but 
too guilty of indifference and inadvertence 
to religious duties. Religion they are too 
apt to confider as a matter of flight and 
eafy concern, and to pafs away life in the 
ox. I. B indo=- 
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indolence of fecurity, and in an inattention 
which they would think highly criminal 
where any other intereft than that of eter-_ 
nity was at ftake. - The prefent opportu- 
nities of infuring our falvation we fuffer 
to pafs unregarded by’ us. Of nothing 
are we more watteful than of time; than 
which nothing is more valuable. We are 
always ready to part with it upon cheap and 
eafy terms, and to give what we can {pare 
from worldly concerns to every one that 
afketh. Little of our time, it is ‘to be 
feared, will turn to account with regard 
to our future intereft: «much of ‘it’ is 
doubtlefs unprofitably, too much perhaps 
criminally, wafted; in which cafe, both 
our time and ourfelves are loft for ever.” 

- Should we fir down; and take an ac- 
count of our years, and calculate the ex- 
pence of our time, and. mark its various 
articles, how little would generally appear | 
‘at the foot of the account, expended in 
the true ends of living, or employed in 
fuch purpofes as will be of ufe in the life 
to come! : ariThe ce, 


rhe fig 


The 


Ser.2. Religious employment of time. ig 


The precept in the text, which direéts 
‘us to walk circumfpectly, and to redeem 
our time, implies attention in employing 
the prefent opportunities of life, and care. 
in correcting the errors of the patt. 

In this difcourfe, then, I fhall confider, 
rf, How attentive we ought to be to em- 
ploy our prefent time in the duties of Re- 
ligion; and, 2¢/y, Shall offer fome admo- 
nitions, to affift in corre¢ting the errors of 
our former conduct. 

I, Let us obferve how attentive we ought 
to be to employ our prefent time in the 
duties of Religion. The importance of 
this work calls for all the attention we can 
give it. For what can we conceive of 
higher importance than the falvation of 
the Soul? This is the one thing, above all 
other things, needful; in comparifon of 
which, honours, power, pleafures, poflef- 
fions, every thing that the world has to 
offer, is of no moment or value. If, then, 
the falvation of our fouls demands our 
care; if to attain the favour of Heaven, 
and an immortality of happinefs, be of 

ets ail im- 
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importance; if thefe are objects. highly 
confequential to us, the duties of religion, 
which are neceflary to that end, are of 
equal confequence, and equally demand 
our attention. 

But important and neceflary as our at- 
tention to the duties of religion muft ap- 
pear,—the neceflity of this attention will 
be ftill more apparent, when we confider 
the extent and difficulty of the work we 
have to perform. For it is not fo eafy a 
tafk as fome may apprehend, faithfully to 
difcharge the duties which religion re- 
quires, and to walk in all the command- 
ments of GoD blamelefs: no eafy tafk 
rightly to condudt and difcipline our paf- 
fions; to correct the various diforders, and 
wrong propenfities, of our nature; to turn 
the bias of our inclinations from evil to 
good’; to: guard our hearts from evil 
thoughts, and to reftrain the tongue from 
uncharitable cenfure; to have a mind equal 
to every condition ; in adverfity to be pa- 
tient and refigned, in profperity to be hum- 
ble and humane, under provocations ‘to be 

meek 


Ser..2. Religious employment of time. 21 


meek and benevolent; to poffefs our foul 
with a due reverence of our MAKER; to 
keep the will in a perfect fubmiffion to the’ 
will of Heaven; to fet Gop always before 
us, to have our duty always in our eye; 
to keep the foul always awake to its fu- 
preme and immortal interefts; to oppofe 
the ftream of criminal cuftom and fafhion; 
to preferve an unfpotted purity amidit the 
pollutions of the world; not to be tempt- 
ed by the example or perfuafion, the friend- 
fhip or reproaches, of others; and, in ge- 
neral, to reftrain all our inclinations and 
paffions, our defires and averfions, within 
the bounds of duty, to order our fteps ftea- 
dily in the paths of religion, to improve to 
the beft advantage every talent intrufted 
to our care, and to prepare ourfelves to be 
fit inhabitants of that holy place where 
nothing i impure can enter. 

And as the tafk is arduous and Adpueel 
ant, fo the time to perform it is but fhort. 
How inconfiderable is the natural term of 
human life, even'in its utmoft extent! and 
how is this {Canty meafure of our years 


fill further abridged by various caufes! 
B3 Part 
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Part of life pafles away before the dawn of 
réafon gives us a difcernment of good and 
evil; and a great part of it is elapfed be- 
fore we arrive at any maturity of under- 
ftanding. If to this we add the infirmities 
and diforders that ufually attend and cloud 
the evening of life, how {hort then is the 
intermediate day for the moral culture of 
the foul? Efpecially when we further re- 
flect, that the demands of our refpective 
ftations, and the unavoidable cares of the 
world, confume a large portion of it. 
And if to thefe neceflary deductions we 
add the cafual ones that we muft all in- 
evitably meet with, it will appear what a 
{mall part of our abode here we have'to 
beftow on the moral improvement of the 
mind, the care of the foul, or the concern- 
_ ments of a future exiftence. 

If thus contracted, then, is the whole 
term allotted us for gaining or lofing an 
happy immortality ; ; if bufinefs of fuch 
importance is to be tranfacted and exe- 
cuted in fo fhort a {pace ;—what attention, 
what aircum{pection, what good hufban- 

: dry, 
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dry, muft be requifite to the prudent em- 
ployment of it? This confideration, of the 
thortnefs of our time, fhould be a power- 
ful inducement to apply, without delay, 
to the great work and bufinefs of life, and 
difpatch it with becoming diligence ; left, 
by neglecting or deferring it, our lives 
may draw to an end before the great work 
of life be finifhed, perhaps indeed before 
itis begun, and we may be hurried out of 
this world before we have made provifion 
for the next. _ 3 | 
... Of high concern, therefore, it is, not to 
{pend our hours in vanity; not to fuffer 
our time to pafs without improvement; 
not to live a day in vain; nor to defer till 
to-morrow, or to any fuppofed hereafter, 
the duty that ought to be done at prefent. 
For this fuppofed hereafter may perhaps 
never be in our pofleffion. We know not 
whether to-morrow may be ours; for 
fhort as Nature has made our term of life, 
it is often rendered ftill fhorter by various 
unforefeen and unavoidable contingencies, 
_Expofed always to a thoufand accidents, 
4 B 4 we 
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we know not what a day, or an hour, may 
bring forth. Life is held by fo uncertain 
a tenure, that in the midft of it we are 
faid to be in death. . No time but the pre- 
fent, therefore, we can confider as our 
own. The time that is paft was ours in- 
deed ; and as we employed it well or ill, 
will accordingly be placed to our account. 
The time that is future, we cannot reckon 
upon; it may, or may not, be ours. We 
are fecure of nothing but the prefent; and 
no portion of time beyond the prefent may | 
poflibly be granted us. The prefent time, 
therefore, we fhould feize, and improve 
to the beft purpofes; and make that our 
own, by virtue and wifdom, which, when 
once paft, can never be recalled. If we 
lofe the prefent, we lofe all that is, all that 
perhaps ever may be, ours. It is the im- 
mediate bufinefs of to-day, to ferve Gop, 
and to be ufeful and do good to our fel- 
low-creatures. Let us not then poftpone 
till to-morrow the immediate and proper 
bufinefs and duty of to-day. 

Having thus confidered how attentive 


we 
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we ought to be to employ the prefent time 
in the duties of Religion, I fhall proceed, 

Il. To offer fome admonitions to affitt us 
in redéeming the time that is paft. 

Time is indeed, ftri€tly fpeaking, irre- 
coverable; the hours that are fled cannot 
be recalled; and time, in a literal fenfe, 
cannot be regained or redeemed: but in 
a moral fenfe it may,—by carefully recol- 
le&ting the conduct of former years; re- 
viewing the volume of our paft life, per- 
ufing with an attentive eye its various 

paflages, and correCting and amending its 
numerous errors, -To this end a careful 
retrofpe&t is requifite, in order to obferve 
in what manner we have performed the 
duties we owe to Gop and our fellow- 
creatures ; whether there be any fin which 
we have not duly repented of, and for 
which we have not implored the divine 
forgivenefs ; whether there be any injury 
done to our neighbour, for which we have 
not made fufficient reparation; whether 
our gratitude to the Divine Berne has 
been fuited to the bleflings we have recei- 
ved 
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ved from him; and whether the. good, or 
kind offices we have done to others, were 
proportioned to our ability of doing them. 
We fhould obferve in what duties we have 
been moft defectives what temptations 
have generally prevailed, what virtues 
have been weakeft, what paflions moft 
irregular. By thus inquiring into the dif- 
orders of the foul, we {hall be beft able to 
apply proper remedies, and rectify what- 
ever we find amifs. . | : 

It might be particularly ufeful to look 
back on our tranfgreflions, and the feduce- 
ments by which we were tempted. If, 
in comphance with temptation, we have 
_at any time forgotten what we owe to 
Gop, and have departed from our duty, 
let us recollect what degree of happinefs 
we acquired by fuch tranfgreflions, and 
what compenfation they have made us for 
the lofs of our integrity, for the lofs, per 
haps, of our peace of mind, and for the 
lofs of the approbation and countenance 
of Heaven. Was intereft the temptation? 
let us make a fair eftimate of our profit, 

| and 
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and compute how much fatisfaction we 
have received from difhoneft gain; from 
adding houfe to houfe, or field to field. 
‘Has it made any addition to our peace of 
mind? has it not rather been the perpe- 
tual occafion of painful recollections ? and 
is there not, upon the whole, a large ba- 
lance of mifery againit us?) Or was plea- 
fure the feducement? Was it not: falla- 
cious? Did it not fall far fhort of what our 
hopes had promifed? And what of it now 
remains, but the regret of having purfued 
it, and the bitter remembrance of its 
guilt? If we thus reflect upon the unhap- 
py confequences of former tranfgreffions, 
we fhall be lefs inclined to yield to future 
temptations, knowing that they terminate 
in forrow and remorfe. And thus we may 
be faid to redeem the patft time, by review~ 
ing and correCting the errors of our for- 
‘mer conduét, and repairing the damages 
we have received from it. _ 

‘Let us then ferioufly confider, that the 
future ftate and condition of our being 


for eternal ages depends upon our prefent 
conduct 


28 —-Religious employment of time. Ser. a. 


conduét and behaviour; and that the prize 
of immortal happinefs is not to be ob- 
tained, but by a religious employment of — 
the fhort and uncertain term of years al- 
lotted us in this life. How vigilant and — 
careful, then, ought we to be to provide 
for the great end of our being, the falva- 
tion of our fouls, by a wife employment 
of the prefent time, and by retrieving the 
mifcarriages of the paft! . | 
But here I would obferve, that to the 
religious employment of our time, it is 
not neceflary that it fhould be all devoted. 
to the more immediate duties of religion. 
It is not neceflary that we fhould be al- 
ways on our knees, or have always our 
eyes or hearts elevated towards heaven. 
This our condition in the world will not 
admit. But we employ our time well,” 
when we divide it between the concerns’ 
of this life, and thofe of the next; when . 
we attend to the duties of our refpective 
{tations and employments, and in our in- 
tercourfe with the world act always. with | 
juftice, uprightnefs, and integrity ; when 
we 
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we decline all opportunities of returning 
ill offices, and lay hold on every occafion 
of doing a kind one; when we let tem- 
perance govern our appetites, and meek- 
nefs moderate our paflions; when we be- 
gin and clofe the day with adoring our 
CREATOR, who made both it and us,— 
and with intreating his forgivenefs, pro- 
tection, and afliftance; and, on days fet 
apart for the folemn worfhip of the At- 
MIGHTY, when we make his more imme- 
diate fervice our employment, and retire 
from all other cares to that which is moft 
needful, the care of our Souls. This is 
to employ our time religioufly : and, by 
thus employing it, we fhall avoid that 
compunétion and regret which the dy- 
ing finner feels, when he looks back on 
the years he has waited in folly, and 
wifhes in vain to recall the hours that are 
fled; we fhall neither neglect the concerns 
of this world, nor thofe of the next; we 
fhall perform the duties required from us 
here, and fhall prepare our fouls for that 
immortal ftate of felicity into which we 


hope finally to enter. 
Sek 


SERMON. UL 


Error of conforming to fafhionable 
Vices. : ame 


v 


Rom. xii. 2. 
Be not conformed to this world, 


“WHE corruption and degeneracy of 
human nature has’ been the com-= 

mon and juft fubje&t of virtuous com- 
plaint in every age. And the fcripture, 
conformably to the general fentiments of 
mankind, reprefents the world as in a ftate 
of depravation, degenerated from its ori~ 
ginal purity,—as a corrupt and corrupting 
fcene, where all our attention and vigi- 
lance 
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lance will be required to guard againft 
the contagion of its vices, and where per- 
fuafions and examples. will be always fo- 
liciting our compliance with prevailing 
manners. | 

 Amidft thefe dangers, and this preva-~ 
lence of vice, it may be proper to attend 
to the fatal confequences of conforming 
to the corrupt manners and vices of the 
world. 

I. When virtue is neglected,—difre-. 
garded by the many, and difcountenanced 
by the great; when the public manners 
‘are corrupt, and vice has the authority of 
numbers on its fide; we are often weak 
enough to comply with the feducements 
of example, and to fall in with the com- 
amon degeneracy. We cannot but obferve 
how powerful and univerfal is the influ- 
_ence and authority of fafhion, or popular 
‘example; with what paffive fubmiflion 
we obey its guidance; how foon we be- 
come voluntary flaves, and refign. our 
fnanners, our fentiments, and modes of 
-living, to its dominion. Even our reli- 

Wa gious 
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gious opinions, and our moral. _deport- 

ment, we are apt to form, as we do our. 

language, by imitation; and pay a more 

prompt obedience to the dictates , of. fax. 
fhion, cuftom, and example, than to,the 

laws of reafon, confcience, and duty; and 

often act as if we had no reafon, judg- 

ment, or confcience, to be our guide; but 

were implicitly led, and as it were me= 

chanically impelled and directed, by, the, 
fentiments and manners of ‘the. world. 
With a great part of mankind, with the, 
vulgar at leaft of every rank, fafhion and | 
example fhould feem to fupply the place 

of reafon and reflection. 

But powerful as the influence of seria 
lic mannersimay be, it cannot vindicate 
or excufe criminal. compliances... For), 
right and wrong, moral good. and evil, 
are founded, not on the capricious. rules; 
of fafhion or cuftom, not on the fluctu-, 
ating opinions of the world, not: on. the, 
variable inftitutions of ,human appoint. 
“ment ; but have a certain, permanent, in 
variable, _ eftablifhment 3 in Nature. _ Our . 

‘CREATOR, 
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CREATOR, when he gave us our being, 
gave us an immutable law for our con- 
duct, from which no opinions or cuftoms, 
no power, can authorife us to depart. 
Sooner fhall heaven and earth pafs away, 
than the leaft part of that law be anti- 
quated or repealed. 

This law our CREATOR has revealed to 
us by the light of nature, and has infcri- 
bed it upon the heart. He has taught us, 
by our moral feelings, by the diCtates of 
reafon, as well as by the precepts of reve- 
lation; our duties to him, to our fellow- 
creatures, and to ourfelves; duties fo clear- 
ly revealed, that whenever we reflect on 
our condu¢t, fuch reflection is invariably 
attended with a fenfe and confcioufnefs of 
the rectitude or iniquity of our aétions, 
and of their difagreement or conformity to 
the law of reafon. ‘The law of reafon is 
the primary, theeternal, and immutablelaw 
of morality; it is the law of every intellec- 
tual being; it is the law of man, and it is 
the law of Gop; a law which he himfelf 
ever invariably obferves, and the violation 
PECL, te ty. C of 
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of which he mutt ever difapprove im his 
creatures. And this law comes further re- 
- commended and. enforced by the law of 
revelation. ste Sees 
If, then, this law has a firm and/am- 
moveable foundation m nature, and in the 
gofpel; if our obligation, confequently; to 
moral duties, be indifpenfable and mmu- 
table ;; how evident-an error is itto pay 
more regard to the manners and. example 
of the world, than to the monitions of 
veafon and confcience? What an indig- 
nity to the Soverzicn of the univerfe, to 
forfake his eternal Jaws of righteoufnels, 
preferibed by unerring wifdom, in order | 
to comply with human corruptions and 
fafhionable modes of vice?, Let us not 
prefume, that the JuDGE of all the earth 
will grant an. indulgence to any {pecies of 
fin, merely becaufe’it is general and pre- 
vailing; or that the multitude of offenders 
will fcreen any individual from the in- 
fliGiions of juftice.» For our Saviour has 
Ynformed. us, that. wide a the gate, and 
broad the way, that leads to defiruthon, -and 
w | H that 
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that many there be which goin thereat ; and 
that firait is the gate, and narrow the way, 
that leadeth unto life, and that few theré be 
that find it. 

When Gop {aw that the wickednefs of 
man was great; and that all flefh had 
corrupted his way upon earth, he fent, 
we know, a general deluge to exterminate 
the inhabitants of the earth, and to tran{~ 
mit to future generations a lafting and 
awful memorial of his juftice and refent+ 
ment again{ft fin, however univerfal and 
prevailing. In human’ governments, in- 
deed, particular criminals may efcape, and 
multitudes may be pardoned for the fake 
of expediency; but fuch a conduct can 
have no place under the divine admini- 
ftration. The perfeGtions of the Divine 
Nature render it equally impoffible that 
any tranfgreffor fhould efcape his eye, or 
that any inconvenience fhould enfue from 
the punifhment of multitudes. If the 
whole world were by his fentence at once 
doomed to immediate annihilation, and 
the whole human race extirpated, he can 

C 2 call 
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call other worlds, worlds without number; 
into being. | a“ 
The confequences of fin muft therefore 
prove inevitably fatal to the finner, in this 
life, or a future. “For if there be a Gop 
who fuperintends and governs the world, 
and who made us moral and accountable 
beings, it muft be a proper act of his 
government to bring every individual to 
judgment. ‘The'rectitude of the Divine 
Nature will manifeft his approbation’ of 
virtue and his -averfion to fin, by render- 
ing to every man according to his’ deeds, 
and regulating his diftributions of happinefs 
or mifery to his creatures by the refpec- 
tive degrees of virtue or vice in their con- 
du@ and behaviour: ‘It confifts not with 
the majefty or wifdom of the Supreme 
Lawgiver, to give us laws, without requi- 
ring obedience to thofe laws ; nor can his 
juttice fuffer them to be violated’ with im- 
punity. > fee PRO tees lege 
Weeare apt indeed to reft our hopes, fe- 
curely, as we think, on the divine mercy 
and goodnefs. The mercy of our Creator 


i$ 
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1s an object that agreeably flatters our 
withes, cherifhes our hopes, and. {peaks 
peace tothe foul; and we have a pleafure, 
therefore, in indulging all fuch fentiments 
as reprefent his mercy like the fun, wniver- 
fal in its influence, rifing upon thé evil 
“ and the good, upon the juft and the unjutt. 
.Gop is indeed abundant in goodnefs, and 
his mercy is over all his works. Num- 
berlefs inftances we may obferve of his 
goodnefs and beneficence to his creatures, 
few of his feverity and refentment.. \ His 
judgments defcend flowly upon the worft 
of finners; and even then are tempered 
with mercy. He is as merciful as is con- 
fiftent with the purity of his nature, or 
with the honour of his laws: but: as /his 
power extends not to impoflibilities, but to 
the proper objects of power; fo his mercy 
is limited to the penitent, the only fit ob- 
jects of mercy. As a father pitieth his 
own children, fo is the Lorp merciful; but 
_it is to them that fear him. His goodnefs 
does’ not exprefs itfelf in arbitrary grants 
of pardon to the perfevering offender, but _ 
C 3 always 
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always delights to meet and receive the re- 
turning penitent. He propofes to make 
us happy by piety and virtue, not without 
them ; by offering the privileges and blef- 
fings of the Chriftian inftitution, but not 
by difpenfing with its laws. While we 
remember his mercy, therefore, let us not 
forget, that juftice and holinefs are attri- 
butes equally effential to him. 

The providence of Gop, we may m 
many inftances obferve, permits, in this 
world, the beft and moft faithful of his 
fervants to be involved in various misfor- 
tunes, to fuffer numerous afflictions, and 
on fome occafions the fevereft tortures. 
Can we then think, that the Jupce of 
all the earth will permit the wicked, thofe 
who have rejeéted his authority, thofe who 
mutt be objects of his difpleafure, to efeape, 
here or hereafter, with lefs fevere fuffer- 
ings, than thofé to which even the virtuous 
and good, who are undoubtedly objects of 
favour, are fometimes expofed im this life? 
The evils we now fee and feel are {trong 
intimations of the poflibility of ftill greater 

evils 
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evils in futurity, and of their confiftency 
with the divine mercy and goodnefs. | 

df, then, fin. moft. affuredly bringeth 
forth death; if itis pregnant with mifery,. 
and its. confequences mutt prove inevitably. 
fatal to every perfevering finner;—let it be; 
our determined purpofe, not. to-pay fuch. 
homage to the public: opinion, as. to live. 
more in. fubjection ‘to, it, than -to. the 
convictions of reafon and contfcience. 
The point to be attended to is, not what 
conduct may be applauded by others, ‘but 
what is right, what becomes us as men 
and as Chriftians; not what the manners 
of the world may recommend, not. what 
cuftom and fafhion prefcribe, ‘but. what 
the laws of Gop, what confcience and duty 
fay. In our own breaft fits the monitor 
whofe fentiments we are above all things 
to regard. To that monitor, the faithfal 
friend: to our happinefs, let us éver pay 
more deference than to prevailing manners 
or opinions, and prefer the juft approba~ 
tion of our own. heart to all other ap- 
plaufe, | 
C4 If 
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If our principles and-manners are to be 
formed and. regulated by the example of 
the world, we may indeed, in fomeéin- 
{tances, poffibly act.right: but.-we, mult 
affume different characters.;our manners: 
muft. flu€tuate with the manners: ofthe 
world; and we muft.comply with-every 
varying mode of virtue or vice, to:-which 
the accidental fafhion. of the day may ‘give 
a temporary fanction. . How. much fupe- 
rior -he, who, however. fingular, adheres 
invariably to the line of duty, uniformly 
acts the part his heart dictates, {corns any 
compliances which differ from it, and de- 
fpifes that approbation which is not to be. 
acquired but at the expence of being: un~ 
faithful to his Gop) and. wis to hyo 
felf! | 

Let not, then, either scientists or dldiaon 
fion, or the fear of cenfure, or the reproach 
of fingularity, prevail with us to conform, 
to the corruptions of the world. . Let us; 
not be timid in virtue, and audacious in 
vice ;. fearing the cenfure of the world, 
which we might fecurely difregard; dif 

| regarding 
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regarding the difpleafure of Heaven, which 
we ought above dll things to'fear. Let it 
bevour' principal care, to keep our eye at- 
tentively fixed upon the laws of religion, 
asthe rule and ‘guide of our condud; and 
if’ we find; ‘that, by complying with the 
manners ‘of thé world, we have deviated 
from thofe laws, and loft fight of our duty, 
and: fuffered’ ourfelves ‘to be carried: down 
with the ftream of any prevailing vice, let 
us exert our beft efforts to ftem the tor- 
rent, and return to that ae of ney from 
which we had departed. ~ : 
“Te is indeed ‘with relu€tance we are pre-- 
vailed on to difengage ourfelves from vices, 
errors; or follies; which we have oncé 
adopted, and to’ which we have adhered: 
becaufe this cannot be done without ‘a 
humiliating circumftance; without the 
fhame of making acknowledgements, : to 
which the natural pride of mankind makes 
it painful to fubmit. But let'no one offer 
fuch an indignity to Gop, or to his own 
underftanding, as to be more afraid of the 
fhame of acknowledging a wrong prac- 
tice, 
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tice, than of the guilt of perfevering in it. 
However painful it may be to Pride; no- 
thing can appear of more eafy vindication 
im the eye of Reafon, nothing more praife~ 
worthy in the fight of Heaven, thamto go 
aff from error, and guilt, and) folly; as. 
foon as they are difcovered; and to fuffer 
no wrong prepoffeflions, no: favourite: at- 
tachments, no perfuafion, however artful, 
no authority, however powerful, and no 
example or cuftom, however general and: 
prevailing, to enflave the mind, and detain 
it from following whitherfoever reafon, 
truth, and dury, point the way. | 
For better it is to weigh every action m 
the balance of truth and reafon, than in 
the feale of popular opinion; better to re- 
‘tire alone to the narrow, unfrequented, 
but fecure, walk of virtue, than te go a- 
long with the multitude in the broad way 
- that leadeth to deftru€tion; better to ha- 
zard the reproaches that may attend a 
virtuous fingularity, which will hereafter 
be followed with lafting honours, than to 
comply with vices and follies to which the 
caprice 
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caprice of Fafhion may have lent a fhort- 
lived reputation. Let us remember, that 
to hold faft our integrity amidft a general 
corruption, to be fingular in goodnefs a- 
midft public degeneracy, argues the high- 
eft moral worth and, excellence; and will 
in a. peculiar manner point out and re- 
commend us to the favourable regard of 
that Berne, whofe delight is in the faints 
that are upon the earth, and in fijch as 
excel in virtue. 
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C7 ti 


Jon xxvii. 6. 


My heart fhall not reproach me fo long as I 


live. 


W E are by nature formed with a power 
or faculty which furnifhes us with 

fuch impreffions or fentiments of moral 
good and evil, that we neceflarily give our 
approbation to the one, and. with-hold it 
from the other. A fenfe of virtue and 
vice is fo clofely interwoven in our frame 
and texture, that our being muft be ex- 
tinguifhed, before that fenfe can be totally 
loft. It is this principle, this internal 
fenfe, 
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fenfe, to which Job in the text exprefles 
his regard, and in conformity to which he 
determines to a&: My heart /ball not re- 
proach me fo long as I live. 

In confidering which words, I fhall ob- 
ferve, 1/7, The nature and office of that 
principle in us which is here {ftyled the 
heart; 2dly, What condu@ will fecure to 
us its approbation; and, /a/ly, The hap-— 
pinefs refulting from fuch a conduct. 

I. By the 4eart is here meant that moral 
principle, diftinguifhed generally by the 
name of conference, which points out the 
diftinctions of good and evil, and exhibits 
to our view the law of our nature, in all 
the important branches of it, in plain and 
intelligible characters. It gives us a quick 
and immediate perception of our duty, 
and of the rectitude or iniquity of our 
condu@t, without the trouble of deep re- 
fearches or laboured. difquifitions; ap- 
proves and prompts us to good actions, 
difapproves and diffuades from others. 

That. there is fuch a moral faculty, or 
directing principle, within us, is evident 

beyond 
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beyond a queftion Every man muft be 
con{cious, not only of a power common’ to 
him with the inferior creation, of com- 
plying with the folicitations of paflion “or 
appetite; but alfo of a fuperior faculty or 
power, not poflefled by other, creatures, 
that of fuppreffing the inclinations of a 
hurtful appetite, of oppofing the impulfes 
of a wrong paflion, and of forming and 
regulating his whole conduct by ‘certain 
laws. Every action is accompanied with 
a certain confcioufnefs of right or wrong, _ 
_ whereby we become erntsnast or a. 

reproached. | + ie 
‘The moral principle ons defiened rt 
the Author of our being to be to the mind 
what the eye is to the body: and it is its 
office to direct us in the way in which we 
fhould walk; to admonifh us of every de- 
viation from it; and to bring us back, 
whenever we turn afide to the right hand, 
or to the left. It juftifies, and applauds, 
when we do right reproachies, and con+ 
demns, when we act amifs; and gives fecret 
mc a that we fhall accordingly be 
jutti- 
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yaitified or condemned, at a future tribu- 
nal, where we muift all one day appear. 
This principle is indeed, in particular 
perfons, more or lefs active and vigorous, 
according as they have eftablifhed, or re- 
duced, its influence, by an habitual atten- 
tion to its admonitions, or by conftant ef- 
forts-to filence and fupprefs them. If we 
attend to its fuggeftions, and follow it as 
the, guide of life, it will lead us on to 
piety and virtue; if we endeavour to oppole 
or evade its counfels, its power may be 
gradually diminithed, but never totally 
loft. There are feafons in which this prin- 
ciple, in {pite of all arts and efforts to fup- 
prefs it, will recover its power; as when the 
paifions have been broken and fubdued by 
adveriity, and are fucceeded by ferious re- 
fleQions. Confcience will then refume its 
authority, and execute its office, in laying 
the. obligations of duty before us, and in 
fevere accufations and reproaches for ha- 
ving departed from them. — 


WA Having thus confidered the nature of 
the 
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the moral principle in:us which in the text 
is ftyled the heart, \et us, 
Il. Obferve what conduct will stp to 
us its approbation. « os 
In order to this, it is ‘neceflary that it 

obtain the fupremacy of the: mind, and 

prefide over all inferior principles, and 

regulate and govern every propenfion and . 
affection of our nature, without being 

itfelf controlled or influenced by them. 

We fhould reverence it as the oracle of 
Gop, the faithful interpreter of his will; 

and give a conftant attention to it, and 
form our whole conduct by its counfels.. 
In all important points of duty, its deci+ 
fions will be generally clear ; and in par= 
ticular dubious cafes, where it may not be 

eafy to decide upon the lawfulnefs or un=. 
lawfulnefs of an action, it ought to bea 

facred maxim with us, to adhere to that 
fide of the queftion where our integrity 

will be moft fecure, and not to endanger 

it by too near approaches to fin. Such 
approaches lead naturally to known and 
avowed iniquity; for he who.can allow: 

him- 
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- bimfelf to hazard: an aétion, the lawful- 
nefs of which is not apparent, and the un- 
lawfulnefs fufpected, betrays a propenfity 
which will not permit him Jong to hefi- 
tate, at the commiffion of evident and un+ 
difputed crimes. | 


» But further: To fecure the approbation 
of our heart, we muit not only religionfly 
follow its guidance, and obferve its dic- 
tates; but it is neceflary alfo to acquire a 
juft information in our duty, and to ac- 
quaint ourfelves with its obligations. For 
confcience itfelf may be erroneous, and 
holdout falfe lights; and then; however 
faithfully we purdue its directions, this will 
not always infure our innocence. St Paul 
ftyles hinsfelf the leaft of the apoftles, not 
meet to be called: an apoftle, and the chief 
of finners, becanfe he perfecuted’the church 
of Chrift,—though, as he himfelf informs 
us; he did it)im ignorance. Though we 
ought to act agreeably to our convictions, 
in complying with the dictates of an erro- 
neous confcience, and it would be highly 

Vou. Il. D culpable 
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culpable in us to difregard them whillt we 
believed them to be right;) yet if fuch were 
not inevitable errors, but the effects: of 
voluntary corruption or negligence, they 
muft fubject us to the imputation of guilt, 
and confequently to the reproaches of our 
own mind, as foon as light enough is let 
in upon it; to give it a juft difcernment of 
its errors, and of the criminal ‘occafions of 
them. 

If, therefore, we would fecure the ap~ 
probation of our heart, it muft be our 
equal.care to inform ourfelves of our duty, 
and to live up to our information.» 

IIL. Let us, laftly, confider the happi- 
nefs refulting from fuch a conduct. 

if, The teftimony of the heart in our 
favour is a fecret intimation, fuggefted by 
nature, that the JupcE of the whole earth 
will concur with fuch teftimony, and 
affirm the judgment which our heart has 
formed. Jf our heart condemn us not, we 
may have confidence towards God. Bor vir- 
tue and vice, good and evil, muft. appear 
to be fuch, to Gop as well as:to men: 


Y orowith | 
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with this difference, that his fupreme wif 
dom always beholds the reality of things 
withan unerring eye, and with infallible 
certainty fees them to be what they are ; 
whilft our imperfect fight is often deceived 
by appearances and illufions, and betrayed 
into various errors. Paffions and preju- 
‘dices may corrupt our underftanding, and 
-extort.a partial judgment. ‘The moft ini~ 
quitous may give themfelves a falfe ap- 
plaufe for weak or fuperftitious fervices ; 
and, on the other hand, the moft virtuous 
and pious minds may be fometimes alarm- 
ed with terrors and defpondencies that are 
vifionary and groundleis. 
_ But in fuch cafes, Reafon is not con- 
fulted, but neglected; our judgment. is 
not the judgment of our reafon, but of 
our paflions ; it is not Reafon which ac- 
quits or condemns; it is Fear, Ignorance, 
Superftition, or Melancholy, which ufurp 
its place. Confcience forms its judgment 
by comparing our condué with the law 
-of our duty; but fuperftitious imagina- 
tions and melancholy fears have no rule 
D3 of 
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of judgment; and often determine againft 
the moft evident rules, both of reafon and 
revelation. But where Reafon’s voice is 
heard, and no paflions or prepoffeflions are 
permitted to over-rule its authority; where 
the mind has duly confidered and exami- 
ned our condu@t by the laws of Gop, 
and pronounces a deliberate, uninfluenced. 
fentence; this fentence, we have the beft 
grounds to believe, will be affirmed at the 
heavenly tribunal ; and may encourage us 
to look up with confidence to our Supreme 
_ Jupce, in jutt expectation of his appro- 
bation and favour. | : 
But further: The approbation of our 
heart not only opens to us the profpect of 
a diftant felicity, and gives us an affurance 
of the future favour of Heaven, but alfo 
diffufes through the mind a prefent fere- 
nity and fatisfaction. The Author of our 
being has appointed internal peace and 
tranquillity to be the immediate reward. of 
obedience to the laws of our nature. “And 
a reward it is that well deferves our atten~ 
tion. This is the ftate to which Philofo- 


phy, 
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phy pretended to condué her followers, 
as the fummit of human enjoyment, the 
neareft approach to happinefs we can make 
in this life. But to this ftate Religion 
will moft effectually lead us, and to thefe 
paths of peace will be our beft and fureft 

guide. . 
Nothing can be more pleafurable to the 
mind, than to refleét, that our conduct 
has been fuch as reafon and confcience 
have dictated and approved; that we have 
acted in conformity to the laws of our 
Maker, and have lived up to the defign 
of our creation. If, upon a juft ferutiny _ 
into our actions, we find, that, as far as 
human infirmity permits, we have en- 
deavoured to be faithful in our duty to 
Gop, and to pay that reverence and fub- 
miffion which are due from. all intellec- 
tual beings to the Fa THER of the univerfe ; 
if we find, that integrity, equity, fidelity, 
and benevolence, have been the rules: of 
our behaviour to our fellow-creatures, and. 
that our paffions have been, if not always, 
yet generally, under due government ;— 
D3 if 
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‘f fach is the refult of our inquiry, we 
need not labour to! work in ourfelves a 
conviétion that we have acted right ; for 
peace and complacency will {pontaneoutlly 
{pring up from it. Our nature is fo fra~ 
med and conftituted, that it is impoflible 
not to receive felf-gratulations from the 
confcioufnefs of fuch behaviour. yf 
This confcioufnefs affords a moft lafting 
and fecure fatisfaétion: which is not, like 
other pleafures, limited to certain feafons 
or conjunétures ; does not change with 
circumftances, nor fatiate with repetition, 
nor grow old with time; but continues as 
long asthe con{cioufnefs that gave it birth ; 
and has this peculiar advantage, that it 
may be enjoyed in its higheft perfection, 
when we can enjoy nothing elfe,—when 
the body fickens, and its fenfes languifh 
and decay. et th ; | 
Which leads me to obferve, laftly, That 
the fatisfaction of a felf-approving heart 
is moft fenfibly felt, at the moft awful 
period of our lives, at a juncture when all 
Penk other 
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other pleafures’ forfake us,—at the ap- 
proach of our diffolution. | | 

If in that fituation we can recall the 
tranfactions of former days, and of the 
years that are paft, and fuffer them to 
appear in review before us; and can ob- 
ferve, that our deportment has, upon the 
whole, been formed and regulated by the 
monitions of confcience; that no corrupt 
paffions have been more attended to: than 
its counfels; that our habitual care has 
been to know and do the will of our 
Maker, to confult his honour, the good 
of our fellow-creatures, and our own eter- 
nal felicity; that whatever particular fail- 
ings and infirmites we may have been fub- 
ject to, yet that the general and uniform 
courfe of our life has been conducted 
with uprightnefs and integrity ;—we mutt 
doubtlefs receive a peculiar fatisfaction, a 
deep-felt joy, a joy which cannot be de- 
fcribed, and which the heart of the vir- 
tuous and good alone can conceive. We 
fhall not then be afraid to encounter the 
laft enemy of our nature, Death; which 
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will be difarmed of its terrors, and no 
longer formidable. The grave we fhall 
confider as the gate to nmmortality, as in- 
trodu€tory to that ftate where canfcious 
integrity gives the beft-grounded. hopes 
of the approbation and. favour of our 
MAKER. 

And what can our conceptions form: to 
us more defirable, than to have confola- 
tion adminiftered in that hour of diftrefs, 
when ttature moft needs it? to have fecret 
infufions of joy poured in upon the foul, 
and to have relief fupplied from within, 
when all outward affiftance is vain? How 
inexpreflible muft be the fatisfaction, to 
have no guilty fears at that time to fixa 
{ting in our bofom! to have the pains of 
difeafe mitigated by an internal compo= 
fure! to be able to look back upon this 
world without remorfe, and into the next 
without terror! to have confidence tom | 
wards Gop, a confidence that that all-gra~ 
cious Brrnc, whofe laws is has been our 
habitual care to obey, whofe favour has 
been our firft obje&, is about to reward 

our 
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our obedience with joys unfpeakable and 
full of glory; and that he who has been 
our Patron and Protector in life, will be 
our Guide and Guardian through the vale 
of death, and an infeparable,Friend and 
Father to us in our journey through eter 
nity ! he | 
Who then would not with to live the life 
of the righteous, that his laft end may be 
like his; perplexed by no unrepented fins, 
difturbed by no painful reproaches, dif- 
tracted by no guilty apprehenfions; but 
' fupported by confcious goodnefs, by hopes 
- full of immortality, and by fuch anticipa~ 
tions of the heavenly felicity as are next 
to the poffeffion of it? 

From what has been offered, it may ap- 
pear, that the moral principle which we 
call confcience, and is in the text {tyled the 
heart, was given us to be the guide of our 
conduct, and to lead us to an obedience to 
the laws of Gop, with which our own 
happinefs is infeparably connected. Be it 
then our firft and principal care, to be 
ever attentive to the friendly voice of this 

domeftic 
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domeftic guide, this faithful monitor with- 
in us. Let it be our equal endeavour to 
inform ourfelves of the duties: required 
from us, and to live fuitably to our in- 
formations., Such a conduct will fecure 
to us the approbation of.our heart ; will 
diffufe a lafting ferenity through our 
whole life; will fupply us. with the hap- 
pieft confolations at the hour of death ; 
will recommend us to the approbation of 
the Divine Bernc; and will procure the 
moft ineftimable of all bleffings, a gracious 
fentence at the final judgment, » 
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The heart of the wife is in the houfe oh 


‘mourning. 


HIS is the fentiment of one of the 

“ f wifeft and greateft of the fons of 

men; one who, to fuperior abilities of 

mind, added the moft ample pofleffions of 

fortune; one who had all the pleafures of 
the world at his command, and of all had 

made the fulleft experience. Whatever mine 
eyes defired, {ays he, I kept not from them; I 
with-held not my heart from any joy, till I 
might fee what was that good for the fons of 


Men 
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men which they foould do under heaven all the 
days of their life. The refult of his various 
experiments and inquiries after happinefs 
was, that riches, honour, power, pleafure, 
every thing was vain, but Religion and 
Virtue. At his firft fetting out im the 
world, he was inclined to fearch for hap- 
pinefs, where appearances ‘moft promife 
it, in fcenes of mirth and feftivity. He 
faid in his heart, Go fo now, I will prove 
thee with mirth; therefore enjoy pleafure. 
But further obfervation and experience 
taught him, that /orrow was better than 
laughter : i.e. that it is fitter for creatures 
in fuch a fituation as we are here, to be 
ferious and confiderate, than diflipated and 
mirthful; that the former difpofition’ is 
better fuited to our prefent ftate, and more 
conducive to our future felicity, than the 
latter. Upon this account’ he determines, 
that the heart of the wife is in the houfe of 
mourning, and the heari of fools 1m the houfe 
of mirth ; i, e. that more valuable and laft- 
ing advantages may be derived. from at- 
tending to {cenes of forrow and ‘adverfity, 
than 
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than from a life devoted to diffipation and 
pleafure. 

Let us, then, confider this decifion, and 
inquire into the reafons of the preference 
given by the Royal Preacher to the for- 
mer. ; 

The natural: inclinations of mankind, 
indeed, plead ftrongly in favour of plea- 
fure; but however inviting the profpect, 
however flattering the idea, they who make 
pleafure their fole object will ieldom fail 
to find, that the difappointment of their 
hopes will lead them at laft to the conclu~ 
fion of Solomon, that a// is vanity. The 
perpetual unremitting purfuit of pleafure 
has, befides, a tendency almoft impercep~ 
tibly to feduce, and to lead the mind gra- 
dually aftray from what ought to be its. 
firft and principal object. Religion, it is | 
true, was not meant to afflict or opprefs, 
but to render mankind univerfally as hap- 
py as the ftate of the world will permit; | 
and it has iflued out no prohibitions a- 
gainft: innocent pleafures, which are far 
from being incompatible with a proper re- 

gard 
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gard to Duty. But it ought to be confi- 
dered, that pleafures, when fo far indulged 
as to be admitted to take poffeffion of the 
whole heart, to exclude an intermixture of 
ferious fentiments, and leave no room for 
hours of religious and virtuous reflection, 
though not criminal in themfelves, lead 
often to unhappy confequences. ' 

On this account, adverfity has ever snail 
reputed the fchool in which are given the 
beft inftructions in wifdom ; in which few 
are made worfe, many become wifer and 
better. On the contrary, how few are re- 
formed or improved, what numbers are 
feduced and corrupted, by the leffons’ of 
profperity! Of the danger of which, even 
to the wifeft and beft, the Pfalmift was 
himfelf an eminent inftance: He who 
could fo well inftruct others concerning the 
uncertainty and vanity of the world and 
its enjoyments, yet in his profperity could 
not only indulge the vaineft of thoughts, 
and fay he fhould never be removed, but 
was tempted alfo to perpetrate the worft 
of crimes.. But, in his adverfity, how 

does 


Ser. 5. Hoiufe of mourning. 63 


does he reproach himfelf for the guilt of 
his pleafurable hours, and acknowledge, 
that\it was good for him that~he had: been 
in trouble, and that Gop of very faithful- 
nefs had caufed him to be troubled! for 
before I was afflicted, fays he, I went wrong; 
but now I have kept thy word. . 

In a round of pleafures, we are apt to 
become too unmindful of what we owe 
to Gop, and too neglectful of the debts | 
of mercy due to our fuffering brethren. . 
Pleafure and profperity are fatal feducers; 
and, when we give ear to their counfels, 
lead to fuch a train of diffipations, fuch a 
fucceffion of follies and vices, that it has 
been juftly obferved, that the greateft mif- 
fortune which can befall us, is, never to 
meet misfortune. We have reafon, then, 
to adore-the wifdom cf Providence, that 

. has appointed all the viciffitudes to which 
we are fubject ; that has chequered human 
life with good and evil; and has planned 
out a fucceflion of various cares and trou- 
bles, for beings who: are little capable of 
TL fupport- 


64 Houfe.of Mourning. Set. $¢ 


fupporting, ina» rational ,manner,.a {late., 
of total pleafure and,profperity..5 yidiliog 
On this account it is, that. eat de=) 
termines the. preference, in fayour,of, the 
houfe of mourning : for there the heart. 
is, made better ;—there it becomes, more 
ferious, more fufceptive , of. every ,tender,, 
every.,religious impreflion., How, mild,.. 
and. candid, and. reafonable, may swe, b=: i 
ferve mankind ; how open to virtuous. re- 
fletion, how. difpofed , to, fentiments,, of. 
benevolence, and. compafiion ;, whilit they. 
are feeling their. own,, or, the affiGions of | 
others! but; how inattentive often, and. 
how. infenfible, to others’ fufferings,) when. , 
in, the. midft. of..profperity,.and, in- full 
purfuit of pleafure! 54) ois . 
Too. feldom.do ‘They, orm aiid jan 
affluence; and indulgence, . with-hold; not. 
their heart from any.joy ;, £00, £00, feldom, 
do. they refle&, how many unhappy. beings. 
are Wearing. out. life amidft the difficulties; 
and labours,of poverty, or the pangs. and 
tortures.of difeafe, whilft they. beftow not 
PanPat: the {malleft portion of their shy 
, danee 
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dance to alleviate the fufferings of their 
poflibly not lefs deferving, but moré un- 
for tunate, Brethren! : 

‘But, on the other harid, {eenes of ad- 
verfity awaken our compaflion, correét 
that levity which is the inlet to vice, form. 
us to confideration, foften the heart, and 
give us a tafte for the ferious pleafures. of 
Benevolence and Humanity. By being 
acquainted with grief, we learn to feel for 
the unhappy; we learn, that a pleafurable 
indulgence of ourfelves, and an infenfibi- 
lity to the fufferings of others, are by no 
means fuited to fuchia ftate of things as 
is here before us; and that ¢very tender 
regard is due to the numerous wants and 
forrows of the afflicted: 

Would we permit ourfelves to view the 
world in a true -light,—in the light in 
in which, not only as good Chriftians, but 
as wife men, we ought;—we fhould learn, 
that it was not defigned merely for the 
purpofes of feftivity. and: entertainment; 
and that Providence never meant to-place 
usin it, as he did the leviathan in the wa? 

Vor. Il. E ters; 
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ters, onlyto take our paftume therein. The 
world is to be confidered as a: {chook “of 
difcipline and inftruction, (to fome caafe- 
vere one), intended to tram: and educate 
oats for a future, better, and: more; perma~ 
nent ftate.) Fain would we, mdeed,; have 
it to be a fcene of enjoyment, a:region, of 

S mirth and pleafure: but experience tells 
‘us, that it is to many .a- vale of. téars; to 

the moft: fortunate, a chequered, fcene of 
good and evil; and that none of us, can, 
‘nor (weimay prefume) is it fit we fhould, 
enjoy any: confiderable | portion of felicity 
upon earth.» Tt would incline.us to think 
»it good for us to be here; would withdraw 
- pur attention andaffections too much from 
- the next world, and:too much attach them 

ue therprefene: t batalstiiver hacer) awaiv 

~» (The ‘infinitely wife, CREATOR ofthe 
world. has» appointed us to .be; born }to 
trouble ; has intermingled, affiCtiions with 
© every {tage and ftation.of life ;;has decreed 
pleafure and. pain, like day, and. night; to 
‘fucceed each other in conftant rotation:— 
“vith a view, it fhould: feem, to intimate, 
. ; wxo hat 
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that hereferves ott enjoyment of complete 
fulnefs of felicity ito another ftate ;:and that 
Here ‘our principal ¢ares fhould be employ- 
ed! in’ endeavouring ‘to render “ourfelves 
worthy ‘of happinefs; by our endeavours. 
to impart it, by minutering tothe wants, 
healing the forrows, alleviating and foften= 
ing, as much’ as may be, the pains: and 
fufferings of the afflicted. | 
‘What then fhall we determine hi eitaes to 
be the objet of our choice, and whichis, 
upon the whole, the preferable: purfuit? 
‘Shall we, regardlefs “of other: confidera- 
tions, frequent only the houfe:of «nirth, 
’ give our whole attention to the enjoyments 
‘of life, and to a felfith purfuit of pleafure? 
Or fhall-we, wifely confiderate, extend our 
views beyond ourfelves?. Shall wesopen 
> our‘hearts to our fellow-beings? Shall we 
fometimés vifit the houfe of Mourning, 
‘and attend with humanity:to: the com- 
plaints of Sorrow? Shall we cultivate a 
{pirit of goodnefs; beneficence, and chari- 
ty; and thus make both ourfelves, and all 
within our circle of influence, as happy as 
E 2 our 
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our’ own powers, the ftate of the world, 
and the condition of our nature, will per- 
mit? Which is the more eligible fatisfae> 
tion,To gratify a fhort-lived paffion, to 
faatch a: tranfient gleam of mirth? or)to: 
enjoy that continued funfhine of delight 
we fecl, when we dry up the tears.of the: 
diftreffed, and bind up the wounds ofthe: 
forrowful;» when. we raife the, dejected 
head;> and) comfort ) the. afllicted heart 3) 
when we'become fathers to the fatherlefs, 
and) caufesthe: widow’s heart to fing for 
joy? Far, far fuperior is the inward com-=- 
_ placency;:the heart-felt fatisfaction, refult- 
ing:fromifuch» acts: of!:mercy, to allothe 
giddy: joy;:and. all, the diffolute pleafure; 
that |theshouferof mirth, or the gayelt! 
feftivityy can infpires: |» : need wasted 
. fhe human héart was purpofely framed, 
with: fuch an--happy»:fenfibility -by its: 
MaxeErj‘that,;) when:unvitiated, it has)a 
feeret pleafure in fympathetic forrows, and, 
ig itfelf relieved’: by <imparting. relief |to: 
others; and has; :perhaps,:a truer delight 
eveniin fharing the affliGions of| the un- 
eT for- 
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fortunate, and weeping with» thofe: thac. 
weep, than can be: found: in the indul- 
gence of any fenfual or felfith:paffion: 
olf. fuch, then, be the advantages! which 
maybe derived from: attending’ to: fcenes. 
of forrow, Solomon might, in’a moral or: 
religious ‘view, juftlygive them: a ‘prefe- 
rence to the houfe of mirth. But though 
‘this in general be true, yet prudence: is: 
requifite in the application of this, as*.of 
other inftructions ; left; as is the'too com- 
mon foible of our nature, in order ‘to ‘a+ 
void°one, we run ‘inconfiderately’ into the 
error of another extreme.» It isnot toobe 
underftood, that the prudent» and good. 
fhould’ confine their converfation :to:the 
houfe of mourning ; or that alliare impru* 
dent who entertain themfelves:withwmirth 5) 
or that pleafure is inconfiftent, either with 
the reafon of a wife, or the religion of a 
good, man. Religion may’ havea ferious, 
not an auftere afpect ;’ is not of avfevere 
and rigid difpofition ; rejects no: pleafures, 
but fuch as are criminal: and -hurtful, 
and excefs in others'that become hurtful 
p. merely 


70) Boufe of mournmg. Ser.'§ 


merely’ by excefs. There’ isnot a fingle 
pleafure worthy of a°rational’ being, that 
is not, within certain limits, confiftent: 
with réligion “and virtue.’ The office of 
wifdom and ‘religion is'only to take care 
that’ our ‘pleafures interfere not ‘with any 
prefent duty, nor ‘be the ‘occafion of: i 
ftituire forrow or remorfe. [Or 
“And accordingly the whole defign of ge 
text is, 'to give mankind an admonition; 
which oaHydael they often want, that the 
- prefent is nota ftate in which they fhould 
purpofe to attach and ‘devote | themifelves 
folely to feftivity and pleafure..'The {cenes 
that every day prefent themfelves, are far 
~from leading to fuch a diffipated turn of 
mind. Confideration,. onthe contrary, as 
the great law of our nature, the firft prin- 
ciple of wifdom and right ‘condu@. , Of 
ten ought we to cal] our-ways to remem=. 
brance; to confider' 4newhat manner! we 
have performed our. duty to. Gop and our 
fellow-creatures; how we have conducted 
ourfelyes in profperity, how: felt: and: re- 
ieved th ee tone alt thofe in adverfity, 
fort what 
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what has been. our behaviour in. thefe. re= 
{pects, and. what account we thall one AN; 
give of it. 
oTheadmiffion of fuch iy Bsa far 
from laying a burden. upon the fpirits; 
would be the beft:method.to relieve them ; 
far from: leading us;into the paths of for- 
row, would be the: fureft.guide.to. tran= 
quillity and peace of mind...For.a ra- 
tional, permanent tranquillity of mind, is 
the refult of . virtuous confideration,. the 
prerogative) of innocence, the. attendant 
and-reward of religion; for, religion: is fo 
far from taking it away, that nothing; elfe 7 
can give it. The common -amufements. 
and diffipations: of the world ferye rather 
to relax our cares, to fufpend,a fenfe of 
uneafinefs, and to: have the effect.of opi- 
ates, in creating/a fhort for getfulnefs of 
pain, than to fupply any, permanent or 
fubftantial. enjoyment. . The -world has 
not a more valuable and lafting pleafure, 
than: that ferene joy of heart which arifes 
from the confcioufnefs of having acquitted 
ourtelves as we ought, and from, the con- 
E4 fequent 
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fequent well-grounded hopes of the fa- 
vour and approbation-of our all-gracious 
MAKER and JUDGE. 
Would you then ‘poffefs pure and ge- 
nuine gr ? feek it inthe paths of vir- 
Would you enjoy true felicity? > Do 
oa ais pilen with the Pfalmitt,' Who swill 
foew us'any good ? From him learn where 
itis to be found ; Lord, *hft thou up the light 
of thy countenance upon us, It 1s GOD a- 
lone,°the Fountain of happinefs; that can 
convey it to his creatures; ‘but wilh moft 
certainly convey it to none ‘but the vir- 
tuous, the benevolent, the merciful, and 
thy good. 


is 
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Pofitive inftitutions inferior t t0 mo- 
yal. duties, 


. hoy sae 
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nat abt Exil. 23, 


Wo unto you, Scribes and Phari rifeesy, Dipo~ 
a crites! : Sor ye pay tithe of mint, and anife, 
and cummin ; and have omitted the weigh 
tier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 
and faith: thefe ought ye to have done, and 


not to leave the ether undone, 


UR Saviour, in thefe words,. re- 
' proves the oftentatious hyprocrify 
of the Scribes and Pharifees,..who. were 
zealoufly punctual in the obfervance of all 


external and ritual duties, and {crupuloutfly 
exact 
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exact in paying tithes of herbs of mall. 
confideration,—whilft they- neglected. mo-, 
ral duties, mnichs were of maNSH sir ais 


faith. The foincs: eae not) to ols left 
undone; but the latter, as our. Lorp. af, 
ferts, demand. our principal attention,. and, 
ought to be the firft-objects,of our care... 

The text/is, then, a, general determina- 
tion, which leaves no room.to doubt what 
is the moft fubftantial and. important part. 
of religion, by exprefsly, refolving it into: 
moral rectitude, and intensany of life and. 
manners. 

I fhall See to illuftrate this cie 
fion of our Lorp, by fhewing, that mo- 
ral duties are the weightier matters of the 
law, and ‘in their nature more important, 
in their obligation more neceflary, than 
ritual injunétions ;. and, fhall conclude 
with fome obfervations from the dodtrine 
yn the text. . And,, 

«l.-The moral duties are thofe: eerie 
Reafon teaches us to be due to Gop, our 

neigh- 
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neighbour, andourfelves; whichare of eter° 
nal ‘and necéffary obligation, and have in: 
their naturean intrinfic and: immutable rec’ 
titude: Such are piety, jufticeymercy, fideli+: 
ty, benevolence, temperance, and the like 
Pofitive inftitutions are’ fuch as have in. 
them no intrinfic or immutable ‘excellence;: 
but’ are only’ occafionally appointed, aac 
receive their whole authority ‘from: the 
command of the legiflater: Such were cir- 
cumcifion, facrifices, and other ritual ob- 
fervances, among the Jews; and fuch are 
baptifm and the eucharift under the Chri- 
ftian difpenfation. » Thefe duties, indeed, 
claim our ftricteft attention and obfer= 
vance, as they. are ‘enjoined’ by the Su- 
preme Laweiver, for wife purpofes; but 
yet are not to be reputed of equal impor- 
tance or obligation ‘with the moral duties: 
“’Gop has inftituted fome external rites 
and ceremonies to be obferved, in order 
to aid’ and confirm our natural approba- 
tion and efteem of virtue, to remind us 
of its obligations, and to incline and habi- 
fate: us ‘to the practice of it. He'has alfo 
pra- 
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propofed fome doctrines to our faith, with: 
the fame religious view and tendency. 
But it cannot -be the chief and principal: 
aim of religion to make us profelytes to” 
fpeculative opinions, or’ exterior obfervan-- 
ces. We difhonour the wifdom of Gop; if: 
we fuppofe that hecan command us ‘to pur=" 
fue any thing more than thofe duties~in’ 
which ‘he has’ taught’ us ‘to “difeern® the 
higheft worth and excellénce ; ‘or that’ he- 
can require us to oppofe: the inward fenfe? 
and perception of our minds, and contra+ 
diet that moral faculty which himfelf gave" 
us to’ guide’ our feet, oy. to ‘be: “as aoe 
unto our paths. mie bre bot 
The preseminence of site: duties Boke ; 
ritual injunctions will appear, if we'con- t 
fider the abfolute goodnefs of the Divine 
Brine; and that the felicity of his crea-" 
tures is the principal object of the whole” 
adminiftration of ‘his providence, and’ of’ 
every law’ to ‘which he requires our obedi=” 
ence. Itiis evident, then}? that a religion’ 
of divine’ inftitution muft be chiefly fra-_ 
med with a view to engage our obfervance: 
pr of 
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of thofe duties which are moft effential to. 
human happinefs ;-fuch as piety, and the. 
focial, virtues of benevolence, juftice, fide= 
lity... Forto thefe virtues life is indebted. 
_ for, its. principal fatisfactions and enjoy-) 
ments... They are the true fources of both f 
private and public tranguillity., If, then,, 
thefe are the occafions and inftruments of 
human, happinefs, it may reafonably, be 
inferred, that Gop, who defires our hap- 
pinefs,' would have a principal regard to 
them in. the laws, which he requires us to. 
obferve ; and would give them.the prefe- 
rence above other .duties, which, have not . 
fo dire&t and immediate a tendency to the. 
end.of his creation and government,—the 
felicity of his.creatures.. 
Ii... Ritual) or: ceremonial, agjengiane 
mutft be confidered as fubordinate to moral: 
duties; becaufe:the latter.are.the end for . 
which the former were inftituted,. and the. 
end, muft be acknowledged tobe. more va-. 
luable and excellent.than the means. The 
fupreme excellence and. perfection, as well 
as the final happinefs, of our. nature, is. 
Ad founded 
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founded: on -moral,wirtue: | this, confe- 
quently, ought to be our, principal view ; 


-and every: thing \elfe muft derive its value 


from: its fubferviency to this end. Ritual 
inftitutions fare well, adapted, to: ‘this, our 
infant and imperfect ftate; and, asnthey 
remind us of the obligations of religion, 


_fapport us: in that uniform exercife of viur- 
tue, andancreafe our-love to Gop and our 


neighbour; are religioutly, to, be obferved. 
They are: ufeful.as means to produce and 


-preferve in-us a good: and pious frame of 
mind: but where: they; are ineffectual, to 


thefe purpofes; (as-we too often fuffer them 


» to be), they lofe their value; they are then 
precepts by wwhich men fball not lve, as. the 
sable: has expreflediie. sot) ai toown sais 


II. The: fuperiority. and pre-eminence 


is af. moralovirtue «may further appear from 


ychence;;that the, obligation! and:exercife of 


it will continue for ever;/whereas allicere- 


-monialh-obfervancés» are in their nature 


-only temporary. -Gharity; fays Paul,:never 


faileth; which.is one reafon of the prefe~ 


rence he gives it above faith: andshope. 
Beretels The 
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The pious ‘difpofitions of the foul will not 
decay nor die with us; but will be con- 
tinued, improved, perfected, and perpetu- 
“ated, in heaven. 'The fame goodnefs and 
‘Benevolence of mind which conftitutes our 
’ principal excellence and happinefs here on 
‘earth; will continue to be our higheft per- 
feGtion and felicity in every future period 
‘of our being.’ From hence, then, may ap- 
‘pear the dignity and pre-eminence of mo- 
~ ral virtue, when! compared with ritual ob- 
“fervances; which are meant to be affliftan- 
»-ces'and fupports to religion, only during 
vthe infancy and imperfection of our be- 
“dng; and muft ceafe when we arrive at a 
> ftate of greater: improvement and maturity 
-in another life: whereas the moral virtues 
> will conduct and accompany us to heaven; 
“will’be the brighteft gems in’ our celeftial 
ocrown,; and the higheft ornaments of our 
moftt elevated ftate.: : 
IN. °The fcriptures every where repre- 
fent. the moral ‘virtues as of the firft im- 
»portance, and the chief end of all religion. | 
Gop. did indeed prefcribe to the Jews a 


a pompous 
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pompous fervice, and a numerous train of 
rituals, adapted to the genius: and circums 
fances of that people, and'meant to-pre= 
ferve them from the barbarous idolatries 
of their neighbour-nations, by indulging 
them in innocent ceremonies of their own. 
But, even under that difpenfation, thefe 
were of inferior importance, when compa- 
red to juftice, truth, integrity, and mercy: 
and when they were not accompanied with 
thofe moral duties, we find that Gop re- 
jected even his own inftitutions ; oblations 
were vain, and the multitude of their facri- 
fices to no purpofe. sats 
The great intention of the Gofpel is fo 
evidently to engage men in the practice of 
virtue, and''to produce in’ them ‘all the 
fruits of righteoufnefs, mercy, and peace, 
that it is almoft unneceflary to’ produce 
particular paflages to this purpofe. Our 
Saviour and his Apoftles’ every where'in- 
culcate piety and virtue, the love of Gop 
and man; and reprefent them as the fub- 
ftance of all religion: they teach us to con= 
fider external obfervances only as means 
to 
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to affift.us in attaining thefe divine: vir-» 
tues, .which conftitute the happinefs and 
perfection,of human nature, 

1 proceed .to fome obfervations dedu- 
cible from. this dodtrine.. And, 

i, .We may. from. hence. fee the pro=). 
priety and neceflity, of frequent exhorta- 
tions to the practice of moral duties. Mo- 
ral duties feem to be held in fmall-eftima-.,, 
tion by fome perfons, who confider. them 
as of the loweft importance. in: religion, 
and. as fitter fubje@ts of inftruction. from 
a heathen philofopher, than from a dif= 
ciple of the gofpel of Curisr.. But fuch * 
opinions have no foundation in reafon or 
{cripture; for, we have feen, that they 
both agree in reprefenting the moral du-. 
ties, as what Gop chiefly values and re=- ~ 
quires, and. what: therefore ought princi= . 


pally to be taught and inculcated. . Thefe 


our SAVIOUR himfelf, and his apoftles, | 
conftantly urged and recommended as the 


_ great aim and end of religion, Our Sa- 


y 


VIOUR came into the world to teach men 
to lve righteou/ly, foberly, and godly, in this 
Vou. Il. | ESF pr cfent 
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prefent world. ‘The apoftles, in all their 
difcourfes, purfued the moral plan of 
their great Mafter ; and: every fervant of 
Curist ought undoubtedly to tread in the 
fame fteps,; and inculcate the fame du- 
ties. : 

adly, We may obferve how perfectly 
the Chriftian Revelation correfponds with 
the voice of Nature, in afferting the im- 
portance and excellence of inoral virtues, 
and placing them in’ the firft rank of its 
duties. And this circumftance, though 
not of itfelf, without other evidence, fuf~ 
ficient to evince the truth and divine ori- 
ginal of the gofpel, yet at leaft intitles it 
to attention and favour ; and mutt incline 
all the friends of virtue to wifh well to 
an inftitution calculated to eftablifh a ge- 
neral integrity of manners, and to pro~ 
mote the moral re¢titude, perfection, and 
univerfal happinefs, of human nature. 
The intrinfic excellence of the Chriftian 
fyftem, therefore, gives it a juft claim ‘to 
peculiar regard: for the more any inftitu- 
tion of religion improves and advances 


moral | 
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moral rectitude, the more it exalts and 
dignifies human nature, and is confequent- 
ly the more worthy of Gop; for which 
reafon, the advocates for Chriftianity have 
wifely infifted on the amiablenefs, purity, 
and excellence, of its morals, as ftrong 
prefumptive marks of its heavenly ori+ | 
ginal, | 
If, indeed, we fhould conceive of the re- 
ligion of Curis as infifting chiefly on an 
affent to points of {peculation, or the ob- 
fervance of external rités,—it will not in 
this light appear fo divine and excellent, 
fo worthy of Gop, or fo well adapted 
to. the wants and neceflities of his crea 
tures, as in thofe accounts which our Sa- 
viour and his apoftles have given of it. 
3dly, and laftly, From hence we may 
learn to be efpecially careful in obferving 
the duties of integrity, piety, juftice, mer- 
cy, and the like. /Let us not conclude, | 
that we are religious, becaufe we are right — 
in our faith, or punctual in our atten- 
dance on public worfhip. Thefe are in- 
deed excellent and neceflary means and 
F 2 helps 
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helps to religion ; but religon itfelf is feat~ 
' ed inthe mind, and confifts in that reve- 
rence and obedience of heart toGop, and 
thofe upright and friendly difpofitions to- 
wards men, which thofe means are intend- 
ed to produce and promote in us.’ But as 
when, upon a comparifon of two objects, 
one is found to be lefs important than the 
other, we are often weak enough to con- 
fider it as {carce of any importance at all, 
it is highly neceffary to remind ourfelves, 
that we ought not to prefume to neglect 
or difregard any inftitutions of divine 
appointment ; that our obligations to obey 
all Gop’s commands whatever, are abfo- 
lute and indifpenfable; and that com- 
mands merely pofitive, admitted to be 
from him, lay us under the ftri€teft obli- 
gation to obferve them, and are not to be 
flighted or undervalued under a - pretence 
that they are in their nature and impor- 
tance inferior to morality. 

Let us be careful, then, to pay a due 
regard to pofitive precepts, as they are en- 
joined by the authority of Him to whom 


we 
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we owe all obedience, and as they are 
wifely framed for the improvement and . 
eftablifhment of virtue: but let us re- 
member, that moral reétitude and good- 
nefs are the weightier matters of the law; 
that thefe are to be done, and the other not to 
be left undone. 


F 3 SER- 


SERMON. VIL 
Goodnefs of Gop in the Redemption. 


1 JOHN iv. Io, 


Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and fent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our fins. 


HAT Gop, the Creator of all things, 

is a Being merciful and gracious, 
benignant and compaffionate,—is a truth . 
which nature diCtates, and was generally 
underftood and acknowledged even in the 
Gentile world. Nor need we wonder, that 
they who were left to the fole inveftiga- 
tions of reafon, unaflifted by revealed in- 
ftruGtions, fhould yet form fo juft a con- 
ception 
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ception of the divine nature. The godd- 
nefs of the Driry is vifible in that pre- 
valence of good which is apparent in his 
works; in the common adminiftration of 
providence ; in the face of nature; in our 
own frame; and in the frame of all things 
around us. 

The’ Sacred Writings {peak the fame 
language with the voice of nature in this 
particular ;—and affure us, that Gop is 
good to all: that his tender mercies are 
over all his works: that his goodnefs. ex- 
tends, not only to thofe whofe obedience 
and virtue might make them hope to be 
confidered as proper objects of it; but 
even to the difobedient and undeferving, 
whom he invites to obedience by repeated 
_ mercies, to whom he never refutes forgive- 
nefs when they return to duty. 

_ But the divine goodnefs has not only 
been amply difplayed in the works of 
creation, and in the conduét of provi- 
dence, but alfo in the redemption of man- 
kind; which fhall be the fubje@ of our 
prefent thoughts. 7 

F 4 Gop, 
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Gop, the original author and giver of 
every good gift, hath with a liberal hand 
conferred his bleflings upon every creature 
‘he hath made, according. to. its capacity, 
and to the ftation and rank allotted it, and 
as far as was conducive to the end which 
his fupreme wifdom intended... But;when 
we have furveyed and confidered all the 
various meafures of goodnefs. diftributed 
to other creatures, we fhall find a full 
ampler portion of it confpicuous.in the 
nature of Man, whom his Creatror-has 
placed in a higher rank, and invefted;with 
more eminent privileges and prerogatives, 
than the reft of the vifible creation.. For 
even in the formation of our corporeal 
frame, of this tabernacle of clay, this earthly 
houfe, (as the apoftle calls it), he feems 
to have exprefled a peculiar attention to 
the human fpecies, who excel all. other 
creatures even in exterior appearance,—in 
erectnefs of ftature, gracefulnefs of form, 
and in the conftruction and difpofition of 
every part, for ornament, convenience, and 
mutual afliftance, 


But 
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-© But thefe, it’ muft be acknowledged, 
are the ‘leaft of the favours conferred by 
the'divine bounty. Man’s principal glory 
confifts in being formed after the likenefs 
and image of his Maker, /. ¢. in being in- 
vefted with moral and intelle@tual powers; 
for thefe are properly the refemblances of 
the Driry, whereby man may in fome 
fenfe be faid to participate of the divine 
nature. Impoffible it is, that this image 
or likenefs of Gop fhould confift in our 
outward form or conftruction: but it con- 
fifts rather in the rational faculties of the 
foul; or, moft of all, in the moral recti- 
tude of thofe faculties. | 
This image, then, of Gop, according 
to which man is {aid to be formed, mutt 
be confidered as an expreffion denoting, 
that man, in his original formation, was of 
an order fuperior to all other animal-beings 
till then created; and was endowed with a 
power of conforming his nature to that of 
the Atmrcury, in the frame of his fpirit, 
and in the reétitude of his actions: not 
that man could ever prefume to be holy 
as 
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as Gop is holy, or perfect as HE is per- 
fect; but that infinitely holy and, good 
Brtnc could not fet his feal on any,in- 
telleQual part of creation; but the im- 
preffion would be in fome degree like him- 
felf,—good and. holy alfo. 

Such was Man; fuch the rectitude of 
his mind and will; fuch his fimilitude to 
his MaKer in his primeval ftate, as he ori- 
ginally came forth, pure and immaculate, 
from the hands of his CreaTor. Reafon 
then fat at the helm, undifturbed; and 
{teered according to the calm dictates of 
the Underftanding,—fubject to no tem- 
peftuous commotions from appetites or 
paffions.. He had no enemy within to 
contend with,—the fenfitive powers be- 
ing obedient to the intelle€tual; no law 
in his members oppofing the law of his 
mind ; no licentious paflions warring a- 
gainft the authority and government of 
Reafon. A beam of light, a ray of divine 
wifdom, fhone upon his underftanding, 
which difcovered to him the rule of life. , 
"There was a harmony between his reafon 
-and. 
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and affections ;' an original righteoufnefs; 
fo that it feemed much more eafy for him » 
to perfevere in a faithful obfervance of the 
precept given by his Maxer for the trial 
of his obediencé, than to depart from 
it, and liften to the perfuafions of the 
tempter. 

But man, by (eli apt perverting his 
powers, and tranfgrefling the laws of his 
CREATOR, incurred the divine difpleafure, 
and became fubject to death,—the confe- 
quence denounced to tranfgreffion. And 
as all men finned, the wages of fin became 
due to all. For it being at all times our 
moft reafonable duty to pay an univerfal 
obedience to the laws of Gop, every 
violation of thofe laws juftly expofed the 
offender to the punifhment due’ to ‘his 
tranfgreffion. me | 

But though man became a wilful finner 
by the perverfion of his liberty, and by a 
voluntary felf-depravation; yet as the frail- 
ty of his nature laid him open to decep- 
tion and tranfgreffion, the FATHER of our 


Being looked with an eye of compaffion, 
and 
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and confidered him as a fit object of mer- 
cy; for be knew whereof we were made, 
and remembered that we were but duft. . He 
was pleafed, therefore, to.extend his com- 
paffion to our fallen nature: and the effect 
of this compaflion was, the miffion of his 
Son into the world, to be a propitiation 
for our fins; and, by the oblation of him- 
felf, to make a full and fufficient facrifice 
and fatisfaction for the fins of the world. 
For our fakes, the Son of Gop defcended 
from the heavens, and dwelt upon earth; 
took our nature into a clofe and intimate 
union with his own; publifhed the gra- 
cious terms of his covenant, and fealed it 
with his blood; by the effufion and obla- 
tion of which, he made an atonement for 
our fins, paid the penalty due for our ini- 
quities, and bore the burden of an of- 
fending world. 

Gop {fo loved the world, that he gave 
up his Son, and the Son fo loved the 
world that he gave up himéelf, for our 
falvation. If we contemplate the Son of 
Gop, refigning the inconceivable glory 

which 
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which he poffefled with the Fatuer before 
the foundation of the world; paffing thro’ 
a gradation of humiliation and fufferings ; 
condefcending to unite himfelf to our na- 
ture, in its loweft form, and moft afflicted 
{tate :—if we attend him through the va- 
rious fcenes of his paflion, fhedding in his 
agony drops of blood, dragged to cruci- 
fixion by a barbarous multitude, expofed 
as an object of public derifion, the fcorn 
of the malicious, and fport of the infolent; 
his facred head infulted with the impious 
mockery of a crown of thorns; himfelf 
afhxed to the painful crofs, reviled and 
blafphemed, bleeding and expiring, fuffer- 
ing every indignity and every torture, in 
order to reconcile to Gop thofe his crea- 
tures, who had forfeited every claim to 
favour :—we cannot but acknowledge i it to 
be an amazing proof of the moft affec- 
tionate goodnefs ; we mutt be loft in won- 
der at the riches of his mercy; we mutt 
feel a powerful conviction, that never was 
love like this love, nor compaflion like that 
of our REDEEMER. 

O all- 
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© all-gracious Saviour of mankind ! 
what words can exprefs the gratitude we 
owe ! How inadequate to thy mercies are 
our adorations! The tongues of men and 
angels can but imperfectly praife thee. 
Thou haft redeemed us by thy blood out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation: For this caufe, at thy name, 
which is above every name, every knee 
{hall bow; for worthy art thou to receive 
blefling,and glory, and honour, and power, 
for ever and ever. 

What has been obferved may fuggeft 
the following reflections. 

1/7, We may from hence learn, how 
dreadful an evil, and how offenfive to 
Gop, fin is, which nothing but the blood 
of his Son could expiate; and how ne= 
‘ceflary and indifpenfable is religious obe~ 
dience to render us fit objects of divine 
mercy. In order to be the propitiation 
for our fins, the Son of Gop, who was 
fo high in the glory of his FATHER, fub- 
mitted to the loweft circumftances of hu- 
manity, fuffered an ignominious and pain~ 

. ful 
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ful death; not the death of a common 
tranfgreffor, but one referved by the Ro- 
mans for the worft and moft flagitious of 

criminals. 1:3! 
The death of Curis is in f{cripture re~ 
prefented to be in the ftricteft fenfe a pro- 
pitiatory facrifice. The eflence of a pro- 
pitiatory facrifice confifts in this, that the 
guilt of the finner is transferred to the vic~ 
tim, and the one is fubftituted and fuffers 
in the place of the other. If, then, Gop» 
when about to difplay the extent of his 
goodnefs, and the riches of his mercy, in 
the remiflion of our fins,'‘would yet accept 
no lefs ranfom, no meaner expiation, than 
the fufferings and facrifice of his Son, 
what profpe&t or hope can we have of 
efeaping the refentments of his-juftice, if 
we ftill perfift in difobedience? For let us 
‘remember, that the benefits of our Re- 
deemer’s fufferings extend only to the pe- 
nitent and reformed, not to’the prefump- 
tuous and perfevering offender. And if 
we are not careful to avail ourfelves of 
thefe fufferings; if we prefume to defpife 

. the 
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the mercies of this covenant ; if we neglect 
this greateft, laft falvation, this laft effort 
of divine goodnefs to fave'us;—there re~ 
mains no further expiation; no more’ fa= 
crifice for fin, no other Redeemer to'fuffer, 
no new covenant to be made. The Son 
of Gop. will be no Saviour to. us; the 
blood of CHRI st, that fountain of mercy; 
will for us flow im vain, and be infufficient 
to wafh away the ftains and pollution: of 
our guilt. 
2dly, 1 Gon fo loved us, as to appoint 
and accept. the death of his Son ’as san’ — 
expiatory facrifice, by which all paft and 
forfaken fins are forgiven, and we are/re= 
admitted to the divine favour; we ought 
alfo, in imitation of the divine goodnefs, 
to be kind, tender-hearted, forgiving one) 
another, as;Gop for Curist’s fake hath» 
forgiven us. We are by nature equal; 
fellow-fervants of the fame Lord, heirs of 
the fame hopes; and the widett diftinétions’ 
of birth, wealth, power, or ftation, place — 
us at no great diftance one: from another:: 
The indignities or injuries, therefore, we 
rs smay 
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may,.xeceive from our. fellow-creatures, 
can,.in the \meafure of their guilt; bear 
no,proportion, to the offences we commit 
againit the Infinite SovEREIGN. of . the 
Univerfe; by whofe power we fubfitt, and 
on whofe mercy we depend ; to whom we 
owe our being, and all the bleffings that 
attend it; ;who daily helpeth us, and 
poureth his benefits upon us, and. has en= 
gaged us to him by various wonders’ of 
love, and repeated miracles of mercy...’ 
lf, then, Gop forgives our fins; ‘thus 


P| h eightened and ageravated by fo many 


) 


confiderations of goodnefs ;. and. forgives 
them.in a, manner fo expreflive’of his affec- 
tion, as to appoint his'Son to be the viétim 
in) our ftead; what violence or injuries 
we receive one from. another, that 
aught not to claim pei jus? 
ia our heavenly FaTHER is thus mer- 
ciful to us, how ought oF be merci- 
ful one to another! |. se 
But how widely different ies sbilrg pre- 
cept of our Lorb, is the to general prac 
tice of thofe who affume the name of his 
_« Vou, U. G followers ! 
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followers! Inftead of kind affe€tions, and 
friendly offices, how: willing are we ‘too 
ofcen to feize the opportunities: that offer 
of repaying injuries with’ injuries; and ‘of 
rendering evil for evil! ‘Howprone to ap= 
prove, how prompt to execute, every dic- 
tate of revenge! But with*a behaviour fo 
repugnant to the precepts and example of 
‘ur benevolent’ REDEEMER, ‘how'can we 
hope to participate in the mercies and blef- 
fings he has purchafed for us? ‘how can 
we lift up our eyes to implore his media-_ 
tion?) What felf-condemnation’ muft we _ 
feel from a comparifon of our own con- 
duét with that of our blefled Lorp! How 
ought we to fear, left he for ever) turn 
away his eyes from thofe whofe difpofi- 
tions and*manners are fo muchithe revérfe 
‘of his own! w dordw “id ig@ii 

Lafily, Let us refleéty that-this inefti- 
mable blefling, «this “mighty falvation 
wrought for us, calls for our fincereft ac- 
‘knowledgments, and the moft devout fa~ 
crifices of praife and thankfgiving’to*Gop 
-the author, and to Jesus the voluntary 

ons we minifter, 
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munifter, of this difpenfation of mercy. 
Let us exprefs our acknowledgments in a 
grateful and inviolable obedience to eve- 
ry injunction of ‘this great PRESERVER of 
fouls. © What:better| return can we make 
to the ALmicury, than, with hearts deep- 
ly affected by a jutt fenfe of the greatnefs 
of his mercy, to pay our higheft tribute 
of adoration to him who was fo: gracious, 
as not only at our creation, to imprefs on 
the human mind the image of his own 
goodnefs,—and thus to render us in fome 
fenfe partakers of the divine nature, and 
of all the happinefs: confequent upon it; 
but alfo, when we had defaced this image, 
had plunged ourfelves in fin and. mifery, 
and faw extinguifhed all hopes of ever | 
arriving at that ftate of perfection and 
felicity for which we were originally 
defigned,—was: pleafed to reftore us to 
anew capacity of happinefs} by fending 
his Son into the world, to’ take our: na- 
ture and our guilt upon: him, and: to 
make an-atonement for the fins of man- 
‘kind? ee aia: ,rodsgs: © 

gettin G 2 This, 
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This paternal’ goodnefs of Gop de-_ 
mands from his creatures every expreffion 
of filial love; and this love is to be expref- 
fed, as the apoftle informs us, in keeping 
his commandments. We are to love his 
law,.we are to delight in conforming to 
his will, we are to obey his precepts ; not 
from conftraint, not barely from a con- 
viGtion of our obligations, and a fenfe 
of duty to him; but our fenfe of duty 
muft ‘be animated by an affection to 
his fervice, by a love of obedience, and. 
the moft grateful fentiments of his good- 
nefs.to us, particularly in our redemp- 
tion. bil: 

 aMay we, then, never render “in Vain 

e incarnation and fufferings of our Re- 
deemer ; “may we never by our fins difap= 
point the gracious intentions of his mercy ; 
may we form our lives and manners ‘by 
his example and precepts, and-ever, con- 
duct :ourfelves as,‘becomes a people re+ 
deemed by his love!» May we make a 
proper ufe and) improvement. of :the-jex- 
preffions of divine goodnefs to us i this 

ad = 2 world ; 


~ 
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world; and then we may be affured, 
that we fhall be finally favoured with 
much higher. communications of it when 
heaven and immortality fhall be our 
portion. 


> 
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On refignation to the will of Gop. 
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Te is the Lor a; let him do what i bin 
ia a 


EL CULL 


ve 


r ~, 
UF iy “ 
NY sdS 


1 rN the prefent precarious ftate of human 
life, chequered and intermixed as itis 
with good and evil,. frequent occafions 
may, fome moft certainly will, call u 0 
us to exercife the duty exemplified i in the 
text,—the duty of an humble acquiefcence 
and fubmiflive refignation to the divine 
difpenfations. 
~ This world, far from being fo complete- 
ly happy as 1 ee power, and perfect, 


abfolute 
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abfolute goodnefs, might have made it, 
was meant by its Creator to be a fate, 
‘not of) ferene,  undifturbed “tranquillity 
and happinefs, but of moral difcipline — 
and trial. We are born to troubles, to 
various difafters, which await all men, in 
all conditions ; ; from which neither gran~ 
deur, nor power, nor wealth, nor wifdom, 
nor even innocence, can give a protection, 
They are common to all, the greateft, the 
wifeft, and the beft.. For if we look abroad 
into the world,.where fhall we find. thofe 
happy fons of profperity, whofe term of 
years has been all white; blotted with no 
misfortunes, no injuries, no pains of body 
or diftrefles of. mind ; : 3no afflictions iy ig pthcip 
allied to them by intereft, fri sith, or | 
ection, whofe fufferings Ber: ‘efteem 
heir own? The law of our. ‘being, the 
condition of our nature, permits us not 
to be completely happy on- this fide hea- 
ven. In our prefent ftate, we may always 
expect viciffitudes of fortune, and that 
fome of the numerous evils difperfed up 
“ip ap) 4 and 
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and down the world will meet us in our 


progrefs through it. ¢ en “agg 1 


As refignation, then, to the diiine ape 
pointments, is’a duty which muft fome- 


oT 


times, may often, be required of us, it, 
¢oncerns us to be acquainted with the na-. 
turé of it, and to know with what fenti-. 


ments and what frame of mind we fhould 
meet and receive the adverfe accidents’ chek 
may: happen to vifit us. c 

Let us then inquire, vf, What j is im~ 
plied in a proper ‘refignation to the will of 


Heaven; and, 2d/y; Let us confider the rec= 


dete and propriety of fuch acondud, 

L. This duty, we may obferve, does not 
(pti all fenfibility of fufferings.; it/is 
hot meant to extinguifh our fenfations, or 
reconcile us to our averfions, or to reverfe. 


the nature of things, or change our one 


nions about them. We are not require 
to diveft ourfelves of our feelings, and. 


_néw-model the heart. | A Stoical infenfis. 


bility of afflictive events is what the mind, 
in its right fate, is incapable of; nor can. 
ally religious CPi ceratone call off the at- 


tention 
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tention we neceflarily give to what is pain- 
ful and afflifing. And indeed Religion, 
which bids us feel for the unhappy, and | 
weep with them that weep; which ap- 
proves each fofter movement of the foul, 
and applauds us for being touched with 
the'diftreffes of others; cannot be fuppofed ~ 
to condemn the concern we mutt feel for 
our own. Even the SAviour of the world © 
had fo exquifite a fenfe of fufferings, that, — 
as himfelf faid; ‘his foul was exceeding 
. forrowful, even unto death ;. and the ap-— 
prehenfions of them extorted from him re-- 
peated petitions to his Farner, that, if it 
were poflible, the cup might pais from him. 
‘We need not, then, think ourf élvescul-~ 


pable, or wanting in our fubmiflion to . 


Heaven, if a too tender fenfibility fhould 
happen to betray us into fome weaknefs 
and diforders, provided we PA allan-— 
gry remoniftrances, all rare ae refent- 
ments againft our Maker, ‘and think re- 
{petfully of his providence, andexprefs the 
fame reverential fubmiffion ih our LorpD, 
Father, not my will, but thine be done. 

But 
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But though we cannot: reconcile our- 
{elves to fufferings;:norcan, the moft-de- 
yout reverence of Gop always teach us;a 
contempt of them ; yet duty, requires us 
to make an oblation-of ‘our wills: to him, 
to make all our defires and _averfions -yield 
and bend to: his appomtments ; to fubmit 
to the fufferings we would decline, as to 
the corrections of a parent,~-whofe inten- 
tions are kind, when his difcipline feems 
fevere ; to drink the bitter cup we would 
with to avoid, without reproaching the - 

hand that adminifters: the diftafteful but 
falutary prefcription ; and to fay, in the 
fabmiflive language of the text, /t 2s the 
Lord, let bim do what erent him 00th 
Which leads me, 

Il. To confider the, reafonablenefs dat 
propriety of this duty of fubmiflion)or 
refignation to the divine will. And no 
duty, no difpofition of mind, can appear 
more reafonable in itfelf, or more reve- 
rential to the Deity, when we reflect, that 
we are not neglected or overlooked by our 
CREATOR; not difmiffed from his. care, 

nor 
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nor left/in? thechands of Fate or Fortune; 
but are under the immediate protection 
and guardianthip of'the infinitely »power- 
ful PARENT of Nature, in whofe prefence, 
and: under whofe infpeCtion, we always 
live and move, and who watches over us, 
and over all ‘his: creatures, even the leaft, 
the’ loweft, the moft unworthy, with a 
_care that never flumbers: The fame In- 
finite, “Almighty Bernc, who framed the 
world, is, though to us invifible, intimate- 
ly prefent to every partvof it, and infpedcts 
and fuperintends the whole.:/ Unable as | 
we are to penetrate into the counfels of | 
his providence; though clouds and dark~ | 
nefs* are round about him ;: though: his 
judgments are like the great deep, unfa- 
thomable, and his ways paft finding out ; 
yet ftill we may be aflured, that Nature, 
in all’ her operations, obeys his voice; and 
that not one event ‘can take place E ainte ; 
his appointment or permiflion. 

‘This faperintendence of the Supreme 
Brin is a juft'ground for Refignation to 
his appointments’; efpecially when we cons 

fider, 
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fider, that his wifdom,: as well as his 
power, is infinite, and his goodnefs com- 
menfurate to both: that his all-compre- 
hending Mind fees the nature and tenden- 
cies of all things, beholds their moft diftant 
effects and confequences, and has the whole 
infinite chain and fucceflion of ‘events at 
once in his view: and that he is as merci- 
ful and good, as he is wife and powerful ; 
is the friend of his creatures ; and governs 
them, not by arbitrary mandates, or the 
mere dictates of will, but by the law of » 
kindnefs, the laws of pisonhe mercy, and 
goodnefs. 

If, then, the world be under the govern- 
ment of a Brine infinitely wife and good, 
as the Scripture affures us it is, and Rea- 
fon tells 1 us it muft be; if his care extends 
even to the loweft Ghicats and the moft i in- 
confiderable events ;—all our paflions and 
defires, our hopes and fears, our every in- 
clination, fhould pay homage to his fo- 
vereign will, and fubmit and yield to his 
appointments. For though we were. not 
able to difcern any kind intention of the 

DEITY 
; 
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Derry in the evils with which he may oc- 
cafionally vifit us; though we could affign 
no reafon for their infliction, nor appre- 
hend any falutary effe@ refulting from 
them; though the ways of Heaven were 
{till more intricate, and the mazes of ° 
Providence lefs eafy to be traced, than 
we now apprehend them to be :—till 
we might with affurance confide in al- 
mighty power, conduéted by infinite good- 
nefs, under the direction of unerring wif 
dom. 3S 
_ Efpecially when we confider, that it is 
impoffible for our imperfect fight to dif- 
cern what, upon the whole, is beft. Our 
limited underftandings can know only in 
part; we have but a dim profpect’ irfto 
futurity ; and, far from penetrating into 
the remote iffues of any one event, can at 
the moft take in but a few links of the 
infinitely-extended chain. This reflection 
fhould teach us to moderate our defires, 
and reduce them to an acquiefcence in. 
the determinations of that unerring Wif- 
dom, which alone can determine what is 
, good 


110 On Refignation Ser. 8. 


good or evil for'us.. Theievents which in 
their prefent appearance ‘feem: moft afflic« 
tive; and: which’ wevare, therefore, moft 
inclined to except out of our fubmiflion 5 
may be, and moft:certainly are, defigned, 
in the planiof the divineogovernment,: to 
be the means and inftruments of) produ= 
cing fome good,—the channel for convey=- 
ing fome blefling, here or hereafter, which 
could: not otherwife.: be obtained. ).. For 
from the fountain of inexhauftable good- 
nefs, no real evils, we may be affured; 
can flow. Abfolute evils, evils that have 
no relation or tendency to:good, can find 
no place in. the works of an. alae 
BEING. 

When. we .confider, eliemediiie the in-= 
finite difparity between the SovEREIGN 
of the world and ourfelves; when we ire+ 
flect on.our own. ignorance and: incapa= 
city, and how unfit thefe are to compre- 
hend the>wifdom of the CREATOR, orto 
penetrate into the counfels of Providence; 
or to forma judgment of what is moft 
falutary to ourfelves, and moft-conducive 

to 
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to our beft interefts ;—-what can be more 
reafonable, than to fubmit to the appoint- 
ments of a Berne, whofe prefence always 
furrounds, whofe wifdom canalways guard 
us; whofe arm is never fhortened that it 
cannot fave; nor his goodnefs exhaufted 
thatit will not relieve; who always has it 
in his ‘power, and in his inclination, to do 
better for us:tham we can afk or think? 
What more juft, than to refign ourfelves 
tovhis guidance, not with a reluctant, ex- 
torted compliance, but with a willing ac 
quiefcence and complacency ? For his wif 
‘dom: beft knows our true intereft, cannot 
fail to confult, and will moft certainly ac= 
complifh it, if we ourfelves do not un- 
happily See the sone of his as 
nefs. 

--'Too, too ae shied, veieiskey fe nde 
monitions of Religion, and giving ear to 
the counfels of wayward Paflion, we op- 
pofe and counteract the kind intentions of 
the Deriry; and, inftead’ of ‘converting 
adverfities into bleffings by a refigned and 


Slyemare deportment under them, we create 
them 
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them where they are not, and aggrayate 
them where they are. Forgetful of the var 
rious facceflive mercies we have received, 
the leaft of which may be greater than 
the beft of us deferve, we are apt to pour 
out undutiful murmurs and complaints ; 
and fo unreafonable fometimes are we, as 
to complain of fufferings, though they ar¢ 
not fent.by Heaven, but are of our own © 
creating; are not the inflictions of Provi- 
dence, but the effects of our own iniquity, 
imprudence, or indifcretion; and, fome- 
times, even though they are not real, but 
exift only in imagination, and have no be- 

ing but what we ourfelves. give them, | _ 
But can it ever become the thing formed 
to expoftulate with him that formed it? 
Shall creatures of an hour cenfure the.con- 
duc of Eternal Wafdom? Shall. we, the 
loweft, as far as we .know,) of intellectual 
beings; we who fubfift upon the daily alms 
of our CREATOR, and owe-our being, and 
well-being, ‘all we have and are, to his fa- 
vour ;—thall we prefumé torepine, or te- 
monttrate again{t the equity of his.admi- 
niftration ? 
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niftration? If the Ruter of the Univerfe, 
who has ever one great defign in view, 
which he is conftantly and uniformly car- 
rying on,—that of the greateft, moft abfo- 
lute, and general happinefs of his crea- 
tures ; if he fees certain portions of tem- 
porary affliGiion to be conducive to that 
defign, or neceffary to the completion of 
his plan of providence ;—fhall we, who 
cannot enter into his counfels, prefume 
to impeach the wifdom of them? Shall 
we prefume to call Him to an account? 
Shall we dare to reproach his goednefs, 
or be impatient under his difpenfations? 
But, unbecoming as this impatience is, 
what advantage can it bring with it? what 
other can be its effeét, than to add one evil 
to another, and to irritate and inflame the 
wounds which it cannot heal? \ Whereas 
Refignation is not only a reafonable fervice, 
—the undoubted duty of a creature to its 
Creator ;—but is at the fame time a wife 
and merciful prefcription, defigned to mi- 
tigate our pains, to heal our forrows, and 
adminifter fuch relief as our cafe will 
ot late open UB H admit. 
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admit. For the misfortunes that meet us 
derive their chief malignity from the in- 
ward difpofition with which we receive 
them: it is not, ftrictly fpeaking, fo much 
events themfelves, as our fentiments and 
opinions about them, that render us un- 
happy; it is our own impatience that is 
the fting of affliction. To correct thefe 
opinions, and this impatience, by the con- 
fiderations that religion offers; to fummon 
all our reafon, and aflemble all the powers 
of the mind, to aflift in fupporting what 
we muft bear,—is the fuggeftion. of wif- 
dom and prudence, as wellas the dictate 
of religion and duty. 
Let us then learn an humble acquief- 
cence in the difpenfations of Heaven : let 
us learn to acknowledge Gop in all our 
ways; to view every occurrence in the 
light in which Religion places it; and to 
attribute the evils we fuffer, as well as 
the good things we enjoy, not only to 
immediate and apparent caufes, but to 
the divine will and appointment. | Let us 
remember, that Gop, the sovernor of the 
| world, 
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world, rules all things with his fovereign 
power; that no event can take place, but — 
by his permiffion ; that no accident is fo 
{mail or inconfiderable, as to efcape his 
notice and direction; that none can find 
us unguarded by his providence; that he 
is too wife to miftake the happinefs of his 
creatures,—too good not to confult it. 
Whatever, then, may be our ftate or 
condition, whether profperous or adverfe, 
let us confider it as the appointment of 
Heaven. Whether we receive good or evil, 
let us receive it as from the hand of Gop; 
let us receive his bleffings with thankful- 
nefs, his inflictions without murmuring ; 
let us be refigned to his will, and devoted 
to his fervice; let us be all fubmiffion to 
his difpenfations, and all obedience to his 
laws:—fo may we have good grounds to 
-expe@, when we depart from this vale 
of tears, this uncertain ftate of probation 
and difcipline, this chequered fcene of 
good and evil, that we may bid adieu to 
fuffering, and take a final leave of what~ 
ever can grieve or moleft us; and may 


H 2 hope 
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hope to afcend to thofe regions of immor- 
tal blifs, where no troubles invade, no evil 
can ever approach, where the voice of for- 
row is never heard, where true happinefs 
will be found, where will be fulnefs of joy, 
and pleafures for evermore, - 


SERMON Ix, 
On the General Judgment. 


MATTH. XXiv. 44. 


Therefore be ye alfo ready; for in fuch ant 
hour as you think not, the Son of man co+ 
meth. 


HE Refurrection of our blefied Lorn, 
A: and his triumph over death and 
the grave, are to be confidered as the di- 
vine ratification of the authority by which: . 
he acted, and of the truth of all his de- 
clarations. We cannot now doubt, but 
that, as himfelf declared, he will come 
again in the glory of his FATHER, to re- 
ward every man according as his work 


| eae fhall 
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{hall be. We cannot doubt but that God 
has appointed a day in which he will judge 
the world in righteoufne/s, by that Man ewhom 
he has ordained ; whereof he hath given af- 
france unto all men, in that he raifed bin 
from the dead. 

In this difcourfe, T fhall obferve, iff, 
‘That our Saviour Curist, the Son of 
man, is the perfon conftituted Judge of 
the world; 2dly, That his coming will be 
fudden and unexpected, in fuch an hour 

“as we think not; and, /a/ly, Shall confider 
how much it concerns us to be always in 
a ftate of readinefs and preparation for 
that awful event. 

{. Our Saviour Curist the Son of man, , 
is the perfon who will judge the world. 
The Father, fays one Evangelift, judgeth no. 
man, but has committed all judgment unto the 
Son. Ihe Son of man, fays another, Seal | 
come in the glory of his Father, with bis an= 
gels; and then fhall he reward every man b 
according to bis works. We are informed. 
elfewhere, that at the end of the world, the 
Son of man shall fit on the throne of his glory; 

and 
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and before him foall be gathered all nations ; 
and that i zs he who is ordained of God to 
be judge of the quick and dead, hese are 
many other paflages in Scripture of the 
{ame import, which it is unneceflary to 
enumerate, all reprefenting our Saviour 
Curist as the minifter of divine juftice in 
the final allotment of rewards and punith- 
ments. | 

We may obferve in the before-mentioned 
paflages, and. where-ever our Saviour 1 is 
introduced as the perfon who i is to judge 
the world, that he is generally efcribed 
under the appellation of the Son of inlig: the 
reafon of which has been fuppofed to be, 
that he will on that occafion appear ina ’ 
human form, as when he affumed our na- 
ture and dwelt upon earth. He will in 
like manner, we are told, defcend from 
heaven, as he afcended to it: but his ap- 
pearance will then be with far fuperior 
majefty, and more like the Son of HIM 
who is Lord of Heaven and Earth. 

At his firft advent, when he defcended 
from the heavenly regions, he fubmitted to 
all the humiliations and fufferings of mor- 

iy il es tality. 
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tality. At his fecond advent, the veil 
which had obfcured his divine nature will 
be done away; and he will appear in the 
glory of his Father, in a manner becoming | 
the dignity of his high office, attended 
with an infinite hoft of angels: Dhoufands 
of thoufands fhall fand before him, and ten 
thoufand times ten thoufand fball minifier unto 
him. “He will then deck himfelf with light 
as with a garment, and will be clothed 
with GA Spector luftre, that St. John, 
in his vifion, reprefents all Nature vanifh- 
ing and difappearing amidft the refulgence 
of his‘glory. J /aw, fays he, a great white 
throne, and bim that fat on it, from whofe face 
the earth and the heavens fled away, and there 
was no place found for them. , 

Our Saviour Curist is, then, the -per- 
fon conftituted Judge of the world. And 
_ it ought to be confidered as a clear, expli- 
cit declaration of our Maker's compafli- 
_ onate intentions, that the fame Perfon is 

to fit in judgment, who in mercy conde- 

' feended to affume our nature and: dwell 
among us. 2. what more equitable or 
z e fax 
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favourable judge could even our withes 
figure to us, than the very Perfon who 
offered himfelf a voluntary facrifice to 
redeem and fave loft mankind? than he 
who for our fake quitted the heavenly 
throne, and became fubjet to our infir- 
mities? As our nature was thus highly 
_ favoured by him, may we not humbly 
hope, that mercy will prevail againft judg- 
ment, and that forgivenefs will be refufed 
to none but fuch as have rendered them- 
felves utterly unworthy of it? . 

II. The coming of our Lorp will be 
fadden and unexpected, in fuch an hour 
as we think not. The day of the Lord will 
come, fay the Scriptures, as a thief in the 
night. In the laft age of the world, its 
diflolution will be an event as much un- 
expected, as, in the days of Noah, was the 
deluge which covered the face of the earth. 
Whilft mankind are engaged in their dif- 
ferent purfuits ; whilft fome are purcha- 
fing pleafure at the expenfe of every virtue, 
others attempting to extend their power 
by every method of opEMeeiens, and al- 


moft 
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moft all as attentive to the concerns of the 
world, as if thofe concerns were to fubfitt. 
for ever ;—they will fee an .unexpected,. 
but lafting, period put to all their pur- 
faits,—and all their hopes and projects loft 
in the general devaftation. Whilft fome 
are perhaps mocking \at this awful predic~ 
tion of our Lorp, and faying, Wherevis 
the promite of his coming? they will be’ 
furprifed with the fudden and amazing, 

proof of 2 completion. ia 
For the Scriptures do not inform) us,,, 
that any preparatory notice will be given. 
of this final revolution. There will, be. 
‘no. uncommon appearances in the heavens 
or the earth, to prefignify its approach ; 
no vifible decay in the conftitution of Na- 
ture, no prognoftics of its.diffolution, ne. 
apparent fymptoms of diforder. The fun 
will continue, as ufual, to rule the day, 
and the moon to govern the night. The 
feafons will, move on in. their appointed 
round, the earth produce its annual ftores, 
and the world feem likely to fubfift for 
a long fucceflion of ages. . Nature, how- 
} ever, 


ge 


Ser. 9. On the general judgment. 123 


ever, notwithftanding thefe appearances of 
health and vigiour, will on a fudden fick- 
en, and expire in violent convulfions. 

But of that day and hour, fays our 
bleffed Saviour, knoweth no man, no 
not the angels which are in heaven, nei- 
ther the Son, but the FATHER. Over 
that event Gop has thrown a thick véil, 
through which no eye but his own can 
penetrate. But of this we may be affured, 
that he is equally benevolent and merciful 
in whatever he reveals, and whatever he 
with-holds from us. As he is kind in im- 
parting to us the knowledge of fuch things 
as are neceflary or ufeful to be known, he 
is no lefs merciful in concealing others 
which might be hurtful. He hath in- 
formed us of whatever is neceflary to 
prompt and animate us to afliduity and 
vigilance in our duty; but hath with-held 
that knowledge which might tempt and 
betray us into a flothful and carelefs con- 
fidence. 

If the day and hour of the laft judge- 
ment were known with precifion and cer- 

tainty ; 
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tainty ; its terrors, if near, would intimi- 
date too much; if diftant, might affe@i us 
roo little. In the former cafe, we fhould 
be too neglectful. of our affairs in this 
world; in the latter, too inattentive to the 
concerns of the next.. Gop, therefore, 
in all the difpenfations of his providence 
equally wife and good, and who defires 
to have both our hopes and our fears, our 
knowledge and our ignorance, to be alike 
inftrumental to our happinefs, has been 
pleafed to hide the important fecret in his 
own bofom ; to conceal from us the pe- 
riod of the general judgment, in order 
that we may always be prepared, without 
being terrified; attentive always to our 
falvation in the next world, without too 
mauch indifference to the concerns of the 
prefent.-Which leads me, 

Ill. and ofl), To confider the wifdom 
of holding ourfelves always in a ftate of 
preparation for the coming of our Lorp, 
Whenever we reflect, that the prefent life 
is meant to be introductory to another, 
infinitely more important, {tate of | being, 

and 


oe 
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and that the awful period is approaching, 
how foon we know not, when we’ mutt 
all appear before the tribunal of the righ- 
teaus SOVEREIGN of the earth, whofe ir- 
reverfible fentence will be decifive of our 
fate for ever;—this furely ought to create 
in us a moft ferious folicitude to avoid 
every behaviour that may offend our Al- 
mighty JupGE, and apply to every duty 
and virtue that can recommend us to his 
approbation and acceptance. & 

It is matter of juft furprife, that many 
who profefs their conviction of a future 
judgment, fhould be as inattentive to that 
great event, and appear to live as little un- 
der its influence, as others who have no 
fuch expectations: A conduct highly re=. 


proachful to human reafon. The loweft . 


degree of probability for an event of fuch 
confequence, ought, doubtlefs, to demand 
attention, and excite us to a preparation 
for it. But when we have fufficient and 
fatisfactory evidence,—fuch evidence as 
leaves in the mind no diffidence or fufpi- 


cion of its certainty;—furely, if we would 
| act 
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act in any degree as becomes rational be- 
ings, we ought to make it the object of 
ferious and frequent meditation; and be 
above all things concerned, by a ftrict at- 
tention to every duty, to intitle ourfelves 
to a favourable fentence from the heaven-, 
ly throne. This fhould feem the. natural 

effect of our belief of a future judgment. 
And to imprefs us with a more ferious 
and awful fenfe of that folemnity, and to 
animate us to the moft vigilant preparation 
for it,—the coming of our Lorp, for that 
purpofe, is defcribed with all the ftriking 
circumftances of pomp, magnificence, and 
majefty, that feem likely to affect the mind. 
He will come, we are informed, in his own 
glory, and his Father’s, with all the holy 
angels. At his appearance, the face of na~ 
ture will be changed, and the frame of the 
world diffolved.. The heavens fhal} pafs 
away with a great noife; the elements 
fhall melt with fervent heel the earth alfo, 
and the works that are therein, fhall be 
burnt up. The reprefentation which the 
Scripture draws of this awful fcene, is 
meant 
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meant to animate us to a due preparation 

for it; and, feeing all.thefe things are to 
be diffolved, to excite us to confider well 
what manner of perfons we ought to be 
in all holy converfation and godlinefs. 

At what diftance this great event may 
be, or how long our Lorp may delay his 
coming, we are not informed. Our Lorp 
himfelf has foretold, that as a_/nare it will 
come upon all them that dwell onthe face of 
the whole earth, and will farprife them in 
fuch an hour as they think: not. The 
judgment of the great day may poflibly, 
even now, be near approaching; in which 
cafe, if we are unprepared, it will be too 
late for preparation to begin. Such as our 
condition is, fuch will be our irreverfible 
fate for endlefs ages. If we are not in 
readinefs, the opportunity for it, and we 
ourfelves, are for ever loft. 

It may indeed be fuppofed, vwith «more 
probability, that this. may be a remote 
event, and that the general judgment may 
be at the diftance of many ages; but yet 
another awful event muft/foon and cer- 

tainly 
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tainly happen. ‘The period when our ftate 
of probation will determine, and our trial 
be concluded, cannot be far diftant: and 
that event is, in effect, with regard to our 
future condition, the fame as that of Judge- 
ment; and, like it too, unknown, and wrapt 
in darknefs. For fuch is the natural weak- 
nefs of the human frame; fuch the vari- 
ous diforders, and unknown accidents, to 
which we ftand expofed; fo numerous, fo 
unfeen, the avenues to eternity; that we 
ought Ot, cannot, be fecure even of to- 
morrow. | 
Shall we, then, with an imprudedce 
which we cannot but difapprove, fhall we 
rifk all our future hopes; ‘fhall we pott- 
pone the care of the foul to fome fuppofed 
hereafter, or even to to-morrow, when we 
know not what events a day may bring 
forth? | 1 
We are often ea indeed, to in- 
dulge the pleafing vifionary profpect of a 
long fucceffion of years; efpecially if we are 
favoured with the appearances of health 
and ftrength. Our attachment to ‘life, and 
' felf- 
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felf-partiality are apt to perfuade us, that 
wé fhall live long, and fee good days; that 
our term of years may be prolonged to the 
utmoft period; that a gradual decay of 
conftitution will give us timely notice’ to 
prepare for hereafter; and, on that pre- 
fumption, we lay afide or pene all at= 
tention to futurity. 

But the hope of long life is but the inf- 
nuation of felf-flattery. We fhould confi= 
der, that others have been favoured with 
the fame falutary appearances, have in- 
dulged the fame hopes; that thefe hopes 
and appearances have deceived them, and 
may equally deceiveus. How many muft 
we have “known, who, amidft all the ap- 
parent fymptoms, and the moft flattering 
promifes, of long life, and amidift all the 
confidence of prefumed fecurity, have been 
unexpectedly taken captive by the univer- 
fal conqueror, who putteth all things un- 
der his feet? 

If, then, Heaven has not vouchfafed to 
certify us how long we have to live; has 
not informed us of our end, and of the 

Vor, I. I number 
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number of our days;—it is furely wifdom 
to make it our ferious and habitual, as itis. 
undoubtedly our moft important, concern, — 
_to be prepared always to give obedience to 
the heavenly voice, whenever it fhall pleafe 
the Lorp of life and death to fummon us 
to his tribunal. . ; 
It is not here to aes under{tood,, that a 
furure judgment fhould be, the perpetual 
object of our meditations, or that we fhould 
be always directly and formally preparing 
for it; for that is incompatible with the 
ftate and condition of human. life, and 
with the duties we owe to the world and 
to/ourfelves. But in order. to be habitual- 
ly -prepared, let us begin an immediate 
reformation of what. we find amifs in our 
manners, and live in a regular. perfeve- 
ring obedience to the divine Jaws. The 
beft, the only fecure preparative for here- 
after, are the virtues of a good life. With- 
out thefe, the laft hour may, when we 
look not for it, hurry us away to judge- 
ment before our accounts are ready, and 


convey 
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convey us out of this world before: weé 
have made provifion for the next. _ 

Every inftance that occurs of fudden 
mortality, feems to admonifh us in the 
language of the text, Be ye alfo ready ; for in 
fuch an hour as ye think not, the Son of man 
cometh. Dreadful indeed will be the ter- 
rors of that hour to the unprepared fervant, 
when furprifed by his Lorp; but bleffed 
the condition of thofe whom he ‘hall find 
vigilant in the duties of his fervice, and 
employed in pious efforts to merit his fa- 
vour. To fuch, welcome will be the ti- 
dings that the Lorp is at hand; and hap- 
pier far than the day of their Breh: will 


be that of death: May we refolve to feize © 


and improve the prefent opportunities of 
"life; that we may be prepared for that 
awful event which is approaching, and 
may in confequence inherit the bleffednefs 
of thofe fervants whom their Lorp, when 
he cometh, {hall find watching ! fh 
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On Public WorsHiIP. 


~ Preached at opening the New Epifcopal 
Chapel in Edinburgh, on Sunday, Oc- 
he 3 eae 


An OCCAS TONAL PRA gah iats 


oO haow ‘Supreme, Almighty 
- Brine, whofe goodnefs >is 
leverladings, whofe »providential care 
extends to all thy creatures, look 
down from the habitation. of thy 
holinefs, upon us thy -fervants,; who 
are here aflembled to prefent ‘our 
oo before thee. | 
We 
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We at this time particularly im- 
plore thy acceptance of the adora- 
tions which fhall be offered in this 
Houfe of Prayer, which we now de- 
dicate and. appropriate: toothy fer- 
vice. WVouchfafe to accept this our 
offering, and to regard with an eye 
of mercy the fupplicants who here 
approach thy prefence. : 

Let the influence of thy Holy 
Spirit accompany the religious in- 
ftructions and. exhortations which 
fhall here be delivered, that we may 
both perceive and know what things 
we ought to do, and alfo may have 
grace and power faithfully to fulfil 
the fame. But if we fin againft 
thee, as there is no man that liveth 
and finneth not; yet if ‘we repent, 
and make our fupplications unto 
ghee 3 in this Houfe, and return unto 

J 3 thee 
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thee with all our heart, and with all 
our foul, then hear thou from hea- 
‘wen thy dwelling-pleace, and for- 
give us our tran{greflions wherein 
we have tranfgreffed againft thee. 
And this we beg for Jesus: Curist 
his fake; in whofe holy name and 
words: we further addrefs thee Nea T= 
Our Fatuer which art in heaven, 


Vick. Y 


“PsA, XCV. 6. 


O come; “a us sr bi and ak Te ee 
kneel before the Lord our maker, 


N this firft, occafion of-aftembling 
within thefe walls, now facred to 
Religion, the homage which we here af- 
femble to pay to the adorable AuTuor of 
our 
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our being, fhould feem a proper. fubje& 
for our meditation. For which reafon, I 
have fele@ed the words of ‘the text, taken 
from an hymn fuppofed to have been an 
introductory part! of divine fervice in:the 
Jewith Temple, and for the fame pepe 
adopted by our Church. | 

In difcourfing on the I fhall aol 
der, 1/, Our obligations to:worfhip the 
Lorp our Maker; and, 2d/y,’The reli- 
gious effects confequenton'a au obfer- 
vance of this duty. 
- I. That Gop. ought. to be worthipjied, 
is a principle of natural religion, imme- 
diately arifing..from»an. acknowledgement 
of his exiftence, in’ whatever relation’ we 
confider him. For, is he our Maker, the 
Father of the whole family of mankind? 
he has then a parental right to! every: ex= 
preffion of filial refpect.and reverence. “Is 
he the Lorp, the Sovereign of nature, 
whofe’déminion extends to the ends-of the’ 
earth, and to the utmoft limits of creation, 
if creation be indeed limited? he has-then 


a jut claim to univerfal homage, and his 
I 4 autho- 
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authority ought to be acknowledged and 
revered by us, and all hisfubjects.andode» 
pendents. «Does he,cas Ruler of »the 
world; by a powerful, though sinvifible; 
hand, conduct. all: the! operations: of ‘na~' 
ture? ands our exiftence,:and our whole 
happinefs, dependent:on: his:wall?) we mutt: 
then think it reafonable to:prefent our pe~) 
titions, and addrefs him for protection and} 
favour.' | Is he our: Supreme. Benefactor, 
to whofe unfolicited goodnefs we owe our 
being, and, every provifion: made'for our’ 
well-being; whe has beens liberal sin his’ 
favours, and everyday: confers fome new, . 
or repeats, fome: former blefling? ur gra-' 
titude muft then) acknowledge, our obliga= 
tions to offer up,our-praifes and adorations) 
for his goodnefs, and for the wonders he: 
doeth for the children, of men.» Is he the 
moft Amiable of all, Beings, in whom»all 
‘poflible and conceivable perfections centre; 
the Parent of good,. the Source, of all. 
created, excellence ?) he is then: worthy of 
our, beft. affections, and every fentiment 
efour heart muft pay homage to him), . 
“veh Thefe 
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orEhefe, perfeGtions shave a’ natural claim 
to Jove:and veneration, to:all:the tribute 
of|praife, and'to much more than the:podr: 
pittance of honour that: we'can pay to:the 
SOVEREIGN, ‘the PARENT, andoGuar+ 
DIANvof: creation. \oAresrefpect and defe=' 
rence paid even to our fellow-men ‘of fu 
perior dignity and character ? \as:muchias’ 
the» Supreme, :clothed: with) majefty: “and: 
honour, furpafles all other beings, fo much 
higher title has:1E to our ‘reverence and 
yeneration..:Are the expreflions of a grate~ 
ful heart due to-inferior benefattors!? as” 
farvas the bleffings derived from'nim,-‘the * 
Fountain of :all bleflings; exceed the good 
offices we) receiveone from ‘another, {0 
much better right has are to our gratitude’ 
and praife.. ig L008 tia ae 
But: the duty 1 am now: denstiertgee 
quires not the aid/of any train‘of reafon- 
ing to recommend: and approve it to the © 
calmeft judgment of the mind, No argu- 
ment can render it clearer than it appears 
by its own light. That we ought to wor- 
hep the Lorxp our Maker, by the beft ex- 
preflions 
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preflions of regard, fubmiffion, venera- 
tion, and devotion, is as felf-evident as 
the obligation to any. of; the focial duties. 
We have an intuitive {perception of the 
propriety and rectitude of walking humbly 
with our Gop, as well,as.of doing juftly 
or fhewing mercy to Men. » Reafon, or 
the moral principle in us, with a/.voice 
and in a language hardly to be mifunder- 
ftood; dictates this duty. » | 
And here we may obferve, dink to ig 
duty of Prayer, a principal) part-of divine 
worfhip, our CREATOR feems to -have 
added a fupplemental direction. . There is 
imprefied on the human mind _an inftine- 
tive determination, a natural propenfity to 
Prayer, which, on fudden: emergencies, 
acts inftantaneoufly, without waiting the 
iffue of the flower counfels of Reafon. On 
many occafions, in feafons of affliction 
particularly, the heart moves {pontane- 
oufly towards Gop; and, by a’mere na- 
tural impulfe, without deliberation, we 
Took up to him for protection, and pour 
out our fears.and dangers to him. . 
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This inftinétive direGtion of the mind; 
not given’in vain, fhould'{eem an indica- 
tion that we are formed for piety and de- 
votion ;» from which ‘we ‘cannot: depart, 
without deviating from the liné of duty 
‘which nature’ points out. No’man,’ per= 
haps, could ever totally fupprefs’ in ‘him- 
felf this propenfion in’ feafons of fevere 
diftrefs, or at the hour‘ of approaching 
death. At that awful ‘hour, the Atheift 
no longer finds confolation in the laboured 
refinements of philofophy, no longer leans 
on the broken reed of abftrufe {peculation; 
but adopts the feritiments ‘of ‘nature, ‘lifts 
up “his heart to heaven in fecret’ fuppli- 
cations, and recommends ‘his: foul to the 
great SUPPORTER of his exiftence. roy 

But not only the impule we feel 'on 
fome emergencies, but the univerfal voice 
of mankind, {peaks the fenfe‘of nature i in 
this particular. The feveral nations ‘of 
the world, however’ differing’ in their cuf- 
toms, manners, and characters, have-in 
all ages been united in the opinion of an 


adoration due to their CREATOR. Into 
whatever 


4 
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whatever regions we caft our eyes, we meet 
with religious ceremonies, altars, temples; 
or places facred:to a Deity; in every peo- 
ple we difcover a reverence of a Supreme 
Being. If we look back into the remoteft 
ages of antiquity, we find; that, even in 
the infancy of the world; men began to 
call upon the name of the Lorn. ‘Noah; 
we read, and Abraham, and Haac, erected 
altars, without any divine injundtion, 6 
far as we are informed. The Pagan 'na- 
tions, amidft all their ignorance and dark- 
nefs, adopted fome rites of religious wor- 
fhip. If you fearch the ‘world, fays an 
eminent heathen author*, you may ‘find 
cities without wealth, without walls, with- 
out’ princes} but no man ever faw ‘a city 
without a) deity, without a temple, ‘and 
without prayers.’ Whence it fhould feem, 
that: devotion is) natural’ to the ‘human 
mind, as‘univerfal as the belief of a’ Su- 
preme Being, and as charateriftic “asd our 
{pecies.as reafon itfelf. 9. iu 


Need | 


| eeterce 
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Need I further to-obferve, that the duty 
of divine worfhip is not only required by 
the law. of \reafom'and nature, but that 
the, Chriftian Lawerver ‘has added his 
authority to the natural obligations we were 
under, and. has|,enjoined, his» followers to 
offer.up their fupplications to the throne 
of Gop, -not only in. private: addreffes, 
but.in. focial and public folemnities, and 
has promifed his prefence in our religious 
affemblies ; and has. added alfo. an inftruc- 
tion not given by nature, that we fhould 

offer up our prayers in his name. | 
_ IL. The worthip of Gop is attended 
sick the happiett effects. It is itfelf vir- 
tue, _and inftrumental to.virtue. | It is: to 
be, confidered, not only asa fingle act of 
duty, but as introductory to every other 
duty, and the beft means of forming the 
mind. to univerfal rectitude and: goodnefs, 
Divine worfhip' has. a natural tendency to 
fet Gop always, before us; to bring us 
under an awful fenfe of his. infpection; 
andy by reminding us of the immediate 
prefence of that Berne who is of purer 
eyes 
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eyes than to behold iniquity, , if ‘we 
are at all fufceptive of Let stans vain 
fions, check every inclination to vice, and 
animate us to every virtue. No other 
method can be conceived more effectual 
_ to keep alive in the foul a fenfe of Gop’s 
fuperintending providence, and of our 
dependent ftate; to familiarize ideas of 
duty ; to open the mind to ferious reflec- 
tions, devout fentiments, and virtuous 
principles. | 

We may with truth affert, that if men 
were more regular in their attendance on 
the duties of devotion, the fentiments thus 
frequently infufed into the mind could 
fcarce fail.to ‘give a moral tin€ture to their 
Manners. ‘They would be more fubmif- 
five and refigned to the will of Heaven, 
more’ juft and benevolent to men, more 
indifferent to the feducements of | the 
world; )their paffions more-temperate, their 
whole conduct more correct. Devout in- 
tercourfe with Gop would in fome’ mea- 
fure gradually affimilate them to the Di- 
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vine Nature, and render them holy as HE 
is holy. 

Public worfhip, we may -alfo obferve, 
may naturally be expected to be promo- 
tive of peace and good-will, When we 
here affemble in the duties of devotion, we 
ought all to confider ourfelves as allied to 
each other, as brethren, heirs of the fame 
hopes, children of the fame FATHER who 
is in heaven. Here, therefore, every ma- 
levolent, every unfriendly paflion, fhould 
fubfide. When we here fee the circle of 
our brethren and fellow-fupplicants all 
paying their joint homage and adoration 
at the throne of grace; all addreffing the 
mercy of our general FaTuer, in fuppli- 
cations for each other, and for our com- 
mon falvation; and all afpiring to thofe 
manfions of peace and love, where we hall, 
we hope, for ever aflociate; ;—let this pro- 
fpect, this {cene of piety, which now pre- 
fents itfelf to view; this image, fuch as 
earth can afford, of ‘hoavenk let it unite 
us here; as there, in the onde of affec- 
tion, that we may “happily, as brethren, 

ios!) dwelt 
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dwell together,’ in unanunity, harmony, 
and. beneyolence, ni lice 
It may appear, then, that religions wor- 
fhip has a powerful tendency, to imprefs 
an habitual fenfe of Gop’s prefence , and 
providence, and to plant ; and cultivate. Var 
rious virtues and moral affections in the 
foul. “Hence the utility ‘of public, fated 
Forms of religion ; which are the evident 
means of preferving | in the world, fo far 
as It is preferved, a public fenfe of mora- 
lity and duty. Were no public | fervices 
of religion obferved, and no times: or 
places appropriated to that purpofe, men, 
would. be. lefs attentive to the duties they, 
owe to Gop and to each other ; and. would. 
be be fo abforbed by the diffipations or cares 
of the world, that they would. pay | ‘little, 
regard to that care which, is moft heed- 
ful, the care of their Salvation. “Mankind. 
in general, formed more for active “than, 
contemplative life, find fo Tittle. leifure or. 
inclination for refleion, that public and. 
frequent ‘memorials of their. dependence 
upon Gop are neceflary to preferve, ine 
. their: 
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their minds an habitual remembrance of 
their Creator, and of the duty they 
owe him. For if inattention to the Derry, 
and ‘an indifference to piety and virtue, 
be the fubjeéts of general complaint, even 
now amidit all the opportunities of re- 
gular, focial worthip; may it not be pre- 
fumed, that, without thofe monitions, 
men would be much more forgetful of 
their religious obligations, and that a long 
train of immoral and fatal conse Uilenocs 
would enfue? 

But this point need not be farther in 
fifted-on: it is admitted even by the ad- 
verfaries of religion and public worthip, 
when they affert them to be only ftate- 
engines, or political inftitutions, devifed 
by Legiflators to awe mankind into. an, ob- 
fervance of thofe duties which are effen- 
tial to public peace and their common in- 
terefts. This affertion is an argument in 
favour of the doctrine it would oppofe: 
for if religion and focial worfhip be ne- 
ceflary and effential, or even conducive, 
to the public happinefs; certain it is, they 

Vor. IL. K muit 
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muft have the approbation, and) be: wor- 
thy.’ of the injunction, of that Berne, 
whofe objeét, in all) his difpenfations; 1s 
the happinefs of his creatures). 0 0» 5 
[have hitherto confidered. the duty of 
divine worfhip in general, without point- 
ing out. the peculiar excellence, of that 
mode: of worfhip, of which your atten- 
dance! in this: place {peaks your approba= 
tion. But as this may feem unneceflary, 
permitme rather to obferve, in, what 
high eftimation we ought to hold the ifa- 
vout of Providence, in afligning our. lot in 
a land, happy-in a conftitution;:and. a 
fyftem of laws, the moft favourable in} the 
world to the: rights. of human» natures 
where we are permitted, in religious mat= 
térs, to diffent from public eftablifhment 3 
where the principles of tolerationvare: un- 
der{toodj: and acknowledged; where the 
invaluable bleflings.of religious liberty: are 
enjoyed to.an extent not known:to: other 
nations,inor till of late pofleffed by our 
own. Nature, or rather its AUTHOR;;never 
meant-to eftablith. an uniformity: of :opi- 
oo 7 mions. 
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nions. He has not givento all men the fame 
intellectual difcernment, nor placed us all 
in the fame commodious fituation: for the 
difcovery of truth 3 religious objects, con= 
fequently, mutt be obferved from different 
points of view, and appear in’ different 
lights and pofitions.!. A diverfity of fenti- 
ments is evidently the’ plan of Nature; 
and is not'to be confidered as am evil; ex- 
cept when we render i it fuch en difcor= 
dant paffions. rf 

But very different from the genius’ dint 
characteriftic virtue of our religion is every 
degree of difcord on account of fuch:di+ 
verfity. Would we evince thefuperior 
excellence of the doctrines and. devotional 
rites of our church? Jet us attempt it by 
the? beft of arguments,-by appealing! to 
their moral effects, their fuperior influence 
on otir lives and’ manners. * Let the tree, 
according to our SAviour’s expreflion, be 
knonon by its fruit. By this we may beft 
eftimate its value. This will be our beft 
viridication. By fuch arguments we may, 
wé ought; earneftly, too earneftly we can- 
oul K 2 ; not, 
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not, contend for the honour,of our holy 
profeffion.. Religious altercations have fel- 
dom been decifive, or produced any other 
conviétion, than that, where opinions. dif- 
fer, affeCtions are apt to be, at. variances 
‘and that the true fpirit of religion is often 
loft amidit the contentions about it. ‘io 
But to return from this digreffion + lt 
it appears, that divine worfhip is both a 
primary and.an inftrumental duty, of our 
religion ; if it. naturally..reminds. us, of; 
what we often forget, our dependence upon 
Gop for all we have, and all. we are, for 
every prefent enjoyment, and all.our-fa- 
ture, hopes; if )it tends to cultivate, us, 
what we,too much neglect, .a benevolence 
of heart, and a difpofition to every, virtues, 
—it; highly.concerns'us, not to be. wanting 
to ourfelves. ina duty, whichis) itfelf a 
reafonable. fervice, of \intrinfic obligation 
and: rectitude, and. comes further recom, 
mended by the happieft influence.on our, 
minds and manners. & éeaerercons fal 
.Fo Gop, then, the SovEREIGN of Na= 
ture, the Greateft, Wifeft, Beft of Beings, 
Mi be 
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be it our care to pay our frequent homage. 
It isthe duty he requires, and we are un- 


-. dercevery “obligation ‘to pay. But‘ let us 


remember, when we approach him in the 
duties of his fervice, that we muft worfhip 
him'in the beft manner we can ; ‘and the 
beft will fall ‘infinitely fhort’ of what is 
due to his perfe@tions.’ We muft worfhip 
him in fpirit and in truth, with the un- 
derftanding, and with the heart. In vain 
fheuld we approach him with forms and — 
appearances, or with the moft humiliating 
attitudes, unaccompanied with internal 
reverence; in vain fhould we fall down — 
afid ‘knéel before the Lorp our Maker, 
anlefs we at the fame time humble ane 
proftrate the mind. | 
2‘For this folemn duty let us always pre- 
pare ourfelves, by previoufly imprefling on 
the’ mind the moft refpectable ideas of 
chat Infinite Bernc whom we here addrefs ; 
and during our attendance on his fervice, 
let us retain an awful fenfe of the majefty 
of ‘his’ prefence. As often as ‘we ‘here 
— ‘to prefent ourfelves before the 
K 3 ~ Moft 
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Moft High Gop, Jet us leave, as much as 
may be, the world and its concernments, 
all ideas of its cares or pleafures, bebind 
us: let us, on the wings of holy Contem- 
plation, elevate our hearts to heaven ; ‘nor 
let us fuffer them, till we depart hence, to 
defcend to the things of the earth. 

‘Permit me further to obferve, that when 
we return from the duties of this holy af- 
fembly, we are ftill to retain the'religious. 
impreflions which. we have here received: 
we are not to retire from Gop: we are (till 
to hold a facred intereourfe, by an’ atten- 
tion to him in our whole conduét ; by ac- 
knowledging him in all our ways’; by 
confidering his will.as our invariable guide, 
his providence the object of our depen- 
dence, his favour the aim of our ambition ; 
and by rendering him continual homage 
in the uniform obedience of a good life. 

To ‘this good end, this obedience; and 
the felicity confequent upon it, may this 
Houfe of Prayer now erected prove happily 
fubfervient: may it be the means, under 
Providence, of recommending and pro- 

-moting 


Ser. 10. On public worfbip. ess 


moting rational piety; of reclaiming the 
finner, and confirming the juft;;ofélucida- 
ting the doctrines, and enforcing the duties, 
of the Chriftian fyftem; and of exhibiting 
a juft portrait of religion, which, to 'be,e- 
_ fteemed, requires only to be! fairly repre- 
' fented; and when viewed in its native form 
and, features, adorned with, every moral 
grace and virtue,.and not difhonoured-with 
the garb of fuperftition:or enthufiafm; muft 
to every intellectual. eye appear in perfect 
beauty,—the object of univerfal veneration: 
May that fupreme, ‘all-propitious Berne, 
to whofe fervice this our temple is dedica- 
-ted, and. without the light of whofe coun- 
tenance their labour is but loft that built 
it; may he vouchfafe to favour the pious 
hopes,of its Founders, and to profper this 
-work of our hands upon us, by fhedding 
down his bleflings, and imparting to every 
faithful worfhipper within thefe walls the 
effeGtual, though imperceptible, influence 
of his Grace. May the feed of true reli- 
gion, here fown, as in good ground, {pring 
up,— and, watered with the dew of heaven, 
K 4 be 
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be abundantly produétive of the’ fruits 
of the Spirit, love, peace, gentlenefs, meek- 
nefs, and every virtue!’ And may we co- 
operate with the facred influence. May 
our lives be as pure, as our religion 1s 
holy. May the piety of the fupplicants be 
the principal decoration of this ftru@ure. 

May the beauty of holinefs appear equally 
in our manners and in the condué of our 
devotions. May we here find the way that 
leadeth to everlafting life. And may this, 
which is now none other than the houfe of 
Gop, be to all of us the gate of Heaven. 
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HE peculiar excellence of the Chriftian 
doétrine, and its conformity to a 
dictates of the beft and moft imp 
reafon, is one argument of its divine ori- 
ginal, without which all external evidence 
would be defective and infufficient. It is 
indeed the privilege of the gofpel to come 
recommended to us by various concurring 
atteftations of its divine authority; to be 


fupported by every evidence that the na~ 
ture 
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ture of revelation will admit, and to be no 
lefs eminently confirmed and diftinguifhed 
by the intrinfic excellence of its doétrines 
and precepts, than by the exterior Hhdege > 
of miracles and prophecies. 

My prefent defign is, to fhew, that ee 
Chriftian doétrine is worthy of that Gop 
from whofe mercies to mankind it ‘claims 
its high original; and to illuftrate its pe- 
culiar excellence; in the following parti- 
culars, viz. as it exhibits the moft juft re- 
prefentation of the nature of the Derry, 
preferibes the moft rational worfhip, pre- 
fents to us the pureft and moft perfect 
moral precepts, and propofes the moft ef- 
feétual motives to the practice of unrverfal 
virtue and goodnefs: for in thefe parti- 
culars muft confift the principal excellence 

of any religious fyftem. 

I. The excellence of thar dogtine hid 
she Son of Gop  publifhed to the world 
may appear from its juft defcriptions of the 
divine nature, For the Gofpel informs us, 
that Gop ‘is infinite in all perfections, all- 
Matineny felf-fubfiftent, almighty, omni- 
prefent, | 
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prefent, and-eternal: that he.is a pure 
Spirit;—an opinion not generally received 
in: the Heathen world; and to be worfhip- 
ped in fpirit and in truth;—a do@rineun- 
known, or unobferved, by the Jews.» He 
is reprefented as the only true Gop ;  infi- 
_ nite in majefty, unlimited in his: effence, 
unfearchable in» his providence, incom- 
prehenfible to his: creatures; too high for 
our fpeculations,: too exalted for def{crip- 
tion; infinitely great and excellent, beyond 
whatever our conceptions can form; filling 
heaven and-earth with his prefence; inclu- 
ding all fpace, and contained in none. \: 
‘He is defcribed to have been from ever= 
Jafting, infinitely happy in himfelf, and 
the inexhauftible fountain of. univerfal 
and endlefs happinefs to his. creat 
His power is fet forth, in that hei 5 fal 
be Lorp of heaven andvearth; that with 
him all things: are: poflible; that: he has 
heaven for his. throne, and earth. for. his 
footftool; and that angels and archangels, 
and all the company oftheaven, are the’ 
fervants that do his pleafure; that. his 
power 
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power created all things; that his' provix 
dence fuftaineth all things; and that wni¢ 
verfal nature: ds: obedientto ‘his’ word! 
The Scriptures reprefent him as infinitely 
elevated above the higheft of his creatures, 
but not neglecting or defpifing the mean- 
eft; far exalted above all bleffing ‘and 
praife,: yet vaccepting our moft! imperfee 
prayers: and: praifes, when. offered »with°a 
faithful and upright heart. «'There'alfohis’ 
peculiar care; his paternal’ concerns: fortis) 
his children, is abundantly difplayed; for~’ 
afmuch as the very hairs ofvour’ head are’ 
faid. to:be:all numbered. « “His compafhon 
to:finners appears: in his | fending his Son 
into the world, to call them to repentance. ! 
He-is not ‘reprefented fevere, ‘cruel; and! 
vindictive, the object of awful terror; 1t6! 
be!:appeafed ‘therefore with. human facri+ 
fices, like the gods of the Heathen; ‘but?as® 
the FaTuER of mercies; the-Gop of ime : 
and love, and of all confolation: i 
~ Whence it may appear, that the repfieib 
fentation or portrait of the Divine Nature}? 
as” aiphiag in the Scripture, far fromebex! 


ing . 
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ing difcordant with our natural notions 
of the Deity, 1s fuch as reafon muft im= 
mediately approve, and admit: to ‘be in e- 
very ref{pect a, of shis . cing 

fection. 
oH The next: inquiry ‘is, Whether the 
worthip inftituted in the gofpel, and re- 
quired, to be. paid, is fuch as is worthy to: 
be received? And» here: many excellent 
things may be defervedly fpoken of the 
Chriftian inftitution: » For‘the worfhip of \ 
the heart, not of the lip, is what CurisT — 
every, where enjoins... He-requires: usito | 
adore our MAKER in the: fecret-recefles of 
our foul; ,not.to pray {tanding in the cor- 
ners, of the ftreets, with oftentatious pride, 
but to breathe out the-fervourof our heart 
in)privacy! and»retirement; to) enter »anto’ 
ourclofet, and -let our devotions: filently 
afcend'to Him. who feeth am fecret: The 
fincerity, of the ‘heart, :the purity of ‘the 
mind, the fervour of our affections, pro= 
duétive of genuine. goodnefs, is the in- 
cenfe. which, we are inftructed: to. offer 
up to, Heaven, To worlhip*Gop in hu- 
mility ; 
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mility ; to approach him’ with’ reverence; 
not to truft in our own rightcoufnefs, but 
in his manifold and great mercies ; to ac+ 
knowledge and bewail ourown finfulnefs'; 
to fupprefs all opinion of -religious. merit} 
to difclaim all worthinefs on our part, and 
with awful adoration to implore! the mer= 
cies of a gracious CREATOR,—is the fpi-+ 
ritual) and) rational: er of. sates alt 
pel. ti sf43 
BS bie Gheetity oi lavas and bite? 
lity of mind, become the’ fupplicane ;°if 
Gop ought to ‘be worfhipped in fpirit and 
in truth, not ‘with mere ‘bodily fervice; if 
a ‘pious fervour is a fit property of oat ad> — 
dreffes tothe throne! of . grace} if to pro# 
ftrate ourfelves*before Gop uwith all’ our 
io. ie ‘all our foul; and with all our 
mind,'be the reafonable'duty of a creature 
to his CREATOR, then the Chrittian’ doc 
pe with refpea& co the nature or mode 
of ‘religious worthip, - as sbohanae ag o may ‘be 
only deémed of -Gopreaoo2 tornifih 
“HI. Bue further, the Chriftian’ inftitu- 
tion oh gaa and’ enjoins the pureft Mora= 
‘ lity. 
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lity. »It-comprifes;all the beft, precepts and 
rules of, life which had. been, delivered -by 
the wifeft, of the-ancient -philofophers; but 
improved and.refined,; as it were, to the 
higheft purity, and, unmingled. with: the 
fuperftitious. and abfurd.opinions, which 
had. adulterated. and..debafed. their fiyle 

tems: 
~The: moft fpsulles paris the pee im- 
piacaleté holinefs,‘ is the rule of our ac- 
tions, and. the meafure of our duty. Thus” 
we are commanded to be perfect, as our 
FaTHER which is in heaven is. perfect 
To this purpofe is that divine fermon on 
the mount; wherein is contained the moft 
fublime virtue which Heaven ‘could pre- 
feribe, or:man can practife: not an exte> 
rior, formal fanétity; but. a fincere,an- 
feigned) purity of heart, entifiasdeerd 
faithful to its duty. . Hence it is, that not 
the comimiffion, only, but even the inten= 
tion or conception, of guilt 1s criminal. 
The fource and {pring of our actions, the 
heart, is hereby fecured. So pure, fo fpi- 
ritual, isthe genius of our religion. 
; in 
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It, in a particular manner, recommends 
the virtue of charity or benevolence; 
which, according to the plan of the’ gof- 
pel, ought to be the leading principle, the 
animating {pirit, of every Chriftian fociety, 
difpofing all men to perform the duties 
and kind offices they owe to one another. 
Chriftianity is the moft charitable, bene- 
volent inftitution in the world; one proof, 
among others, that it is derived from the 
Beft and moft Benevolent of Beings. All 
malignity and revenge are wholly forbid- 
den; and the moft extenfive love, the moft 
diffufive benevolence, is required: benevo- 
lence not reftriéted to the narrow limits of: 
a. party, fect, or nation; but extending it- 
felf over the face of the whole earth; even 
to our enemies. No difference in opini- 
ons, no diverfity of interefts, not even in- 
jurious treatment, muft extinguifh Chri- 
{tian charity. Nor is it this fingle virtue 
which we ftand engaged to perform; but 
whatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever 
things are pure, houeft, juft, and of good ren. 
port, thefe we are to praétife; not. from 

vanity — 
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 paaiein: -oftentation, not ENP bart 
peter = ieee tes to” ee a All 
things awhatfoever we would that men fhould 
dorunto us, even fo awe muft do unto them ; 
andthe -leaft: oils aon muft not oe 
bnekenss ano ot ow 
-Such 1s the scale cacnd fich eet ami- 
able fpirit, of sthe»Chriftian inftitution ; 
fuch ats: benevolent principles; fuch the . 
rational: duties it enjoins. No* religion 
ever: prefcribed: better rules of condu@;’ 
none differing from it can be fo good. It 
is not in the power of human underftand-’ 
ing to devife:a fyftem of duties more con- 
fonant'to our natural’ notions of ‘Gop; or 
more-conducive to the happinefs and well- 
being of ‘Man.~'And this alone'may fug-" 
geft tous its ‘divine-original: for 4 religi-- 
on’ which enjomé no ‘other dutié but fuch 
asvare.conformable to the’ eternal laws of 
Gop and nature; “and:whofe” fole aim and 
tendency is to promote univerfal’ good-. 
nefs: and “virtue ‘and happinefs, mutt 
either be immediately derived from Gop, 
Vor I. L or 
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or at leaft muft be eet to ni ols 
worthy of him. 

IV. Laftly, the Gofpel prefents ie inno 
powerful motives of future retribution, in 
order to invite or compel us, as far as 
free agents can be compelled, to the obfer- 
vance and practice of religion and: virtue. 
Virtue may be amiable, worthy to be 
chofen, fit to be pradctifed, at all times, 
by all rational beings; “its ways may be 
ways of pleafantnefs, and: all’ its: paths 
chiefly lead to peace: “But yet, fince vice 
‘has likewife its pleafures, the world its al- 
Jurements, and we walkin the midft of 
temptations that are always offering «to 
corrupt and feduce, it is fit that rewards 
and punifhments fhould be annexed to the 
obedience required: ‘not that the thing 
formed has any right to claim reward, or 
- with+hold obedience from him that form- 
edit; but the wifdom of a lawgiver beft 
confults the honour and authority of his 
laws’ by fuch fanétions as moft iat 
operate in fecuring obedience. | | 

‘Hope and fear are the great’ f{prings ‘of 
human, 
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human, actions; and nothing can_ take. 
fafter hold of our nature than the hope 
of everlafting happinefs, or the fears of 
future punifhment. Thefe are the. moft 
powerful and effectual enforcements of 
obedience that can poflibly be offered to 
mankind. To angels, or beings of fupe- 
rior rank, fenfe of duty may be an ade- 
quate and fufficient motive of action: but 
man, frail and corrupt, will have refpect 
to\the recompence of reward; for which 
reafon, life and immortality were bites. 
to light by the gofpel. 
- In the dark, benighted ages of Leslie 
ignorance, before the Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs arofe, and his light fhone upon the 
world,, mankind might entertain fufpi- 
cions:and doubts concerning a future ex- 
iftence ;,.they knew not, when they, ide- 
fcended into the grave, whither. it would 
convey them, or whether it might not 
put a period to their being. , But now we 
know, that we fhall rife again, and, give an 
~ account of our works. Now we may with 
alacrity enter into the ways of. holinefs, 
12 and 
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and with unwearied perfeverance run the 
race that is fet before us; fince the righte- 
ous, we are aflured, will obtain the prize 
of life eternal; and death, the terror of 
our nature, will be to the righteous an in- 
troduction to heaven, and will. open to 
them the gate of everlafiing bhifs. | 
If, then, rewards and punifhments are 
the proper fanctions of the divine laws ; 
if their authority is thereby beft preferved 
facred and inviolate ;—the do@trine which 
the world’s Redeemer taught is worthy 
of Gop, forafmuch as it propofes and en- 
forces the moft powerful and effectual con- 
fiderations to encourage and animate us 
to virtue, and to diffuade and deter from 
vice. If, then, our religion comes recom= 
mended to us by various concurring proofs 
of its authority ; if its external evidences 
are confirmed and fupported by the inter- 
nal chara¢ters of its truth,—by the rec- 
titude, purity, and excellence, of its doc- 
trines and duties;—then have we the 
fulleft confirmation of its divine original, 
that the nature of revelation will admit ; 
then 
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then may we be affured, that Gop hath 
fpoken unto us by his Son; and then ought 
we alfo to confider well the neceflity of 
conforming our lives to the rulés of the 
gofpel, of letting our manners be as pure 
as our religion is holy, of walking worthy 
of the vocation wherewith we are called, 
and of our letting our converfation be as 
becometh the gofpel of Curisr. 
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And when he had fpoken thefe things, while 
they beheld, he was taken up, and a cloud 
received him out of ther fight. 


S every circumftance relative to the 
redemption of mankind is a proper 
object of a Chriftian’s meditations, folemn 
feafons have been therefore fet apart for the 
commemoration of our blefled Saviour’s 
incarnation, paflion, and refurrection. 
What I {hall confider at, prefent is his 
* afcenfion into heaven; and fhall obferve, 
if, The circumftances of our Lorp’s a- 
{cenfion ; 
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{cenfion; and, 2d/y, The evidences we have 
of its truth. 

J. Our blefled Lorn, we are informed, 
after his refurrection, fhewed himfelf alive 
to his difciples by many infallible proofs ; 
admitung them to familiar converfe; al- 
lowing them to handle him, that they 
might be fure they were not deceived by 
any illufive appearance; illuminating their 
underftandings ; explaining to them fub- 
jects of which, before his death, he had 
given general intimations ; expounding to 
_ them, out of the prophets, the things con- 
cerning himfelf, and pertaining to the 
kingdom of Gop; and promifing to be 
with them, by the influence of his Spirit, 
always, even unto the end. Our Savi- 
OUR, we read, was feen by his difciples, 
_ after his refurrection, for the {pace of 

| forty days. But whether, during this in- 
terval between his refurrection and final 
afcenfion, he continued conftantly upon 
earth with his difciples and followers, or 
whether he afcended on the morning of 
the refurrection, and afterwards appeared 

4 . only 
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only occafionally, as often as their con 
viction or mftruction might oe has: 

been matter of doubt. 
But however this was, when our bleffed: 
Lorp had fafficiently inftruéted. his: dif= 
ciples, he afcended finally from them, and: 
was received up into heaven; was con- 
veyed from earth to the higheft ftate of 
glory, and the moft immediate: prefence of 
the Derry. For though the Divine 'Br~ 
ING is every-where equally. prefent; tho’ 
he fills all fpace, and inhabits immentfity ; 
and cannot, {tri@tly fpeaking, exift effen- 
tially in one place more than in another ; 
—yet the heavenly region where he has 
thought fit to unveil his glory, and mani- 
feft his prefence in the moft confpicuous 
manner, and which he has appointed. to 
be the refidence:' of numberlefs hofts of 
angels, the fervants that do his pleafure, 
is in Scripture faid to be his throne and 
his habitation ; and thither it was that 
our blefled Lorp afcended. And though 
there may be different reigions of happi- 
nefs, fuited to the various orders of fpi- 
ritual 
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ritual beings, (as St Paul’s being caught 
up to the third heaven fhould feem to im- 
ply); yet fince our Saviour is faid to be 
gone into the holy place, even. heaven it- 
felf, to appear before the prefence of Gop, 
to have been made: higher than the hea- 
vens, and to have afcended far above the 
heavens, there 1s good reafon to under- 
ftand heaven in the text in the moft ex- 
alted fenfe of the word, as the feat of 
fupreme felicity, and the moft confpi- 
cuous and augutft refidence of the Divine 
Glory. j 
The afcenfion of the Mzss1AH was, we 
may obferve, prefigured under the Jewith 
difpenfation. According to the author of 
the epiftle to the Hebrews, the high-prieft’s 
entrance into the holy of holies, the inner- 
moft and moft facred part of the temple, 
performed once a-year, on the folemn day 
of atonement, did prefignify, that Curist, 
the Mess1au; fhould once fuffer death, as 
a propitiation for the fins of mankind, and 
after that afcend into'the Heaven of hea- 
vens. The Jews believed, that the taber- 
nacle 
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nacle was meant to reprefent this world, 
and the Holy of holies to typify the higheft 
heaven. Wherefore, as the high-prieft did 
ence in the year offer a facrifice for the 
fins of the people, and with the blood there- 
of enter into the holy of holies; fothe 
MessrAu was, by the one oblation of him- 
felf once offered, to enter into the, holy 
place, not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens; and there to prefent the facrifice 
he offered, and his blood that was fhed, 
for the fins of the world. 

II. I proceed to obferve the epideawe: we 

have of the truth of our Lorp’s afcenfion. 
‘Though it is not poflible we fhould ac- 
quire the fame certainty of this fa@t, as 
thofe whofe-fenfes informed them of its 
truth, (the moft unexceptionable tradition 
-or teftimony being undoubtedly- weaker 
than the evidence of fenfe); -yet if we have 
now all the evidence that any remote fa& 
is capable of, and fuch evidence as never 
fails to command aflent in other cafes, 
reafon will require our affent alfo in this. 
If, then, it appears, that the witneffes of 
our 
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our Lorp’s a@ekRién were perfons of un 
queftionable i integrity and underftanding; 
that we can neither doubt their informa- 
‘tion nor their veracity; that they had op- 
“portunities fufficient to be! affured of the 
fact, and honefty incapable of forging and 
_ propagating falfehood ;' that they could 
not be themfelves deceived: nor were ca- 
pable of practifing deception upon others; 
and that their accounts are faithfully tranf- 
mitted down to us ;—then, have we all 
the evidence which a fact fo remote can 
poflibly admit. 

That the evangelical records, or books 
of the New Teftament, which contain 
thofe accounts, are genuine and authen- 
tic, writen in the apoftolic age, by thofe 
perfons, the followers and. difciples of 
Curist, under whofe names we receive 
them, appears from the teftimony of many 
ancient writers, who were cotemporary, or 
nearly fo, with the authors of thofe books ; 
not only among Chriftians, who frequently 
quote and tranferibe parts of them ‘in their 
works, but among the avowed. adverfa- 

ries 
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ries of Chriftianity, Jewith and Heathen 
writers, who never called their authenti- 
city in queftion, but exprefsly admit and 
mention them as the works of thofe fa- 
cred authors to whom they are afcribed, 
though they had an averfion to the religi~ 
ous fyftem they taught, and their prejudi- 
ces and intereft urged them to difprove it. 
That thefe facred writings are, more- 
over, faithfully tranfmitted down to us, 
without any material corruption or adul- 
teration, appears from a variety of circum- 
ftances; from the high eftimation and re- 
verence in which they were ever held by 
Chriftians, who always regarded them as 
the facred rule of their faith and conduét ; 
from their being frequently and paphehs 
read in Chriftian affemblies, as part of their 
public devotions ; from the early tranfla- 
tion of them into moft of the known 
languages of the world, and the agree- 
ment and harmony of fuch tranflations ; 
from the quotations made from them, ftill 
remaining in ancient writers; from the 
conftant peveere made to item by various 
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fects of Chriftians, in matters of contro- 
verfy; for which reafon, there could be 
no material adulteration inferted, either by 
the artifice of particular feéts, or by com- 
mon combination and confent. So that 
there is no room to doubt, but that the 
books of the New Teftament are authentic, 
written by the perfons to whom they are 
afcribed; and that likewife they have been 
tran{mitted down to us, through a long 
fucceffion of ages, in their genuine and 
original purity. — 

We may, in the next place, obferve 
that the Apoftles muft have had a clear 
 conviétion of the certainty of our bleffed 
Lorp’s afcenfion. In this, their conftant 
attendance on him made it altogether im- 
poflible they fhould be-deceived. For his 
afcenfion was not quick and fudden, fuch 
as might poflibly carry the appearance of 
ilufion; but it was flow and gradual: for 
when he had fpoken, while they beheld, 
which implies their fixed and fteady view 
of his afcenfion, while they. were pufuing 
him with eager eyes, he was taken up, and 

a 
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a cloud received him out) of their fight. 
And while they looked ftedfaftly towards. 
heaven as he went up, behold two men, 
inhabitants probably of»the heavenly 
region whither he has afcended, {tood -by: 
them in white apparel, and faid, Ye: men 
of Galilee, why fland ye gazing towards bea= 
ven? This fame Fefus which is taken from 
you, fhall fo come, in lke manner as ye have 
feen him go into heaven. 

The apoftles could not here He rhaBeiscert 
by any artifice or illufion. . For, if feemg 
the everlafting doors of heaven: opened 
to receive the King of glory;.if feeing 
him afcend, and make the light his’ gar= 
ment, and the clouds the chariot of» his) 
triumph; if having the evidence of fight 
confirmed by ‘the: voice» of angels ;—if 
thefe are convincing circumftances of a 
true, real afcenfion, then-were the apoftles: 
fufficiently aflured: of sae 1 fo refo= 
lutely afferted. it : 

And as a corroborative deci shai lb 
he was taken from them, and a cloud: re+ 
ceived him out of their fight, there was 

no 
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no deception or impofition on the fenfes, 
they were in a few days convinced by the 
moft fenfible effects, when they found 
themfelves vefted, as he had promifed, 
with miraculous powers, and ‘were ena- 
bled to execute his command of teaching 
all nations, by the gift conferred on them 
of {peaking in all languages. © They could 
then no longer doubt, that his prediction 
was verified; that he was: gone to the Fa- 
THER, and had all power committed to 
him both in heaven and earth. 

But further: As the apoftles were fufii-. 
ciently affured of the truth of our Savi- 
our’s afcenfion, fo did they tranfinit a 
faithful account of it to fucceeding ages. 
For, befides the incredibility of fuppofing 
a few illiterate perfons capable of planning 
and conducting an impofition of that na- 
ture and confequence, which, they might 
be fure, would not be implicitly received, 
they difcover, in their narration, all the 
internal marks and evidences of veracity, 
all the charaéters of artlefs, undifguifed 
re and impartial regard for tr we 

that 
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that any writings can poflibly be fuppofed. 
to contain. They record their own errors 
with a plain and honeft integrity: they 
relate, not only the meannefs of their birth, 
condition, and circumftances; but ‘their 
ignorance, their prejudices, their ambi- 
tion, their mutual contentions, and the 
reproofs they received from their Lorp. 
The undifguifed relation of the denial of 
one apoftle, of the treachery: of another, 
of the unbelief of a third, and of the defer- 
tion of them all, affords no {mall pre- 
fumption, that they had no other antereft 
at heart than that of truth. | 

But fhould we fuppofe them wichpebiet of 
propagating an impofture in the world; 
which yet the difcerning jealoufy of thé 
Jews would have rendered impra@ticable; 
what profpects could invite, what concei+ 
vable motives tempt them: to project or 
carry on the fraud ? Was the doctrine of < 
a fuffering, crucified Matter, likely to pro 
cure eafe, or affluence, or honour, to his ~ 
difciples ?) Marvel not of the world hate you,” 
was their Mafter’s caution; the fervant is 

not 
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not greater, than bis mafter, nor the difciple 
than his Lord: They faw what feverities 
the Jews had infli@ed on the Founder of 
Chriftianity ; what expectations, then, of 
fayour or fuccefs could they form, by af- 
ferting the vifible afcenfion, and reception 
into heaven, of him whom their country- 
men with wicked hands had crucified and 
ilain? This might prove fatal to thofe 
who fhould upbraid a nation with a fact 
_ which would fix and perpetuate reproach 
and infamy upon it, but never could in- 
gratiate or recommend them. » 

This the apoftles well knew; for their 
Lorb had informed them, that the time 
was coming, that whofoever fhould kill 
them would think that he did Gon fer- - 
vice. And yet, notwithftanding they faw 
not only oppofition and perfecution, not 
~ only bonds and imprifonment, but even 

death, in all its various forms of terror, 
awaiting the declaration of fo unwelcome 
a truth, they perfifted in their teftimony 
with an unfhaken conftancy; and with 
the moft perfevering and determined afhi- 
Vox. II. M duity; 
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duity, continued to publifh, that CurisT 
was afcended into heaven, far above all 
principalities and powers. AN “the: Aa 
poftles and Evangelifts, St. John only ex- 
cepted, fealed their teftimony with their 
“blood, and laid down their lives in con- 
firmation of what they attefted and taught. 
As, then, we have the unanimous tef- 
timony of perfons, who by the evidence 
of their own fight, confirmed by the voice 
of angels, were affured of our SAVIOUR’S. 
afcenfion; as they were perfons incapable 
of forming and conducting any artful de- 
fign ; as it was a doctrine which, if falfe, 
could be productive of no advantage to 
the propagators of it; and as they perfe- 
vered in afferting it, in defpite of all the 
tortures that cruelty could devife or power 
infli ; we have the fulleft evidence of the 
certainty of our Savrour’s afcenfion that 
the nature of the fact can —— or in 

reafon we can require. 
 [ fhall conclude with fome- infertice 
fuggefted by this doctrine. | 
| yf, The afcenfion of our Lorp into 
Heaven 
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Heaven is to be confidered as an indubita- 
bly conclufive evidence of the truth of his 
doétrine, and of his divine miffion and 
authority. If we could continue diffident 
of his pretenfions and charaéter, after all 
the atteftations given, all the evidences of 
a miraculous and divine power exhibited 
in his life and in his death, yet his vifi- 
ble afcent and reception into glory muft 
extinguifh all doubts, and place the truth 
of his doctrine and miflion above all ex- 
ception. For it is utterly inconfiftent with 
the character and perfections of the Su- 
preme BEING, to mark with his approba- 
tion, in fo confpicuous and miraculous a 
manner, one who, unauthorifed, had affu- 
-med a divine commiflion, and, under an 
ufurped authority, had» delivered doc- 
trines and precepts which were not agree= 
able to his will. 5] 
- ‘adly, Vf Curisr is afcended into heaven, 
then have we a perpetual Patron and Ad- 
vocate there, to plead our caufe, to inter- 
-cede in our favour, and to render our 
‘Supreme JupGE propitious to all that are 
Weg he truly 
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truly penitent. We may be affured, that 
he will not, fail, to afk» thofe blefiings 
which he purchafed with the effufion, of 
his blood. What may we not hope’ for 
from the interceffion of fo compaflionate 
and powerful a Mediator, if we endeavour 
to purify our minds from all iniquity, 
and render ourfelvyes worthy of his inter- 
ceflion? 

Laflly, The doGtrine of our Savrour’s 
afcenfion may adminifter abundant mat- 
ter of confolation and holy joy to us his 
followers, who ought to confider his a- 
fcenfion as the earneft and pledge of our 
_ own, For thus he aflures his difciples, 
L goto prepare a place for you; and will come 
again, and recerve you up to myyelf; that 
where I ain, there ye may be alfo. This pro- 
-mife he will undoubtedly fulfil go all the 
difciples of his righteoufnefs; and at his 
Jaft coming down from heaven, in the 
fame manner as he went up to heaven, 
owill change our vile bodies, that they 
Rg be like unto his eyeaiona body,: and 
ls will 


Ser. 12. Afcenfion. 181 


will fet us at his own right hand in en 
venly places. 

We have the beft promis fing site 
dence on his promife, fince his other pre- 
dictions were verified and completed. He 
foretold his own refurrection and afcen+ 
fion, and he foretold ours ; the one to hap- 
pen in a fhort time, and the other not till 
the final confummation of all things. He 
himfelf rofe from the dead, and afcended 
into heaven, according to his own predic- 
tion: and we cannot need a more certain 
and undoubted pledge, that our corrup- 
tible bodies fhall likewife in due time put 
on incorruption ; ‘that he will receive us 
to himfelf; and that where he is, we fhall 

-bealfo.. 

Let this hope, then, encourage and ani- 
mate us to look upto heaven, and to have 
our converfation there. “Let us not fuffer 

_our minds to be chained down to the con- 
cernments of this life; but let us elevate 
them often to higher objects, to things ce- 
leftial and eternal. Let us often, on the 
wings of holy contemplation, follow our 
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Lorp and Saviour; and in heart and 
mind afcend whither he is gone before 
us, and where our fouls, when unfettered 
from this world, will, we hope, dwell 
with him, amidft fullnefs) of j Joys to eter- 
nal ages. 
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SERMON Rill. 


On Divine Grace, and Human 
Co-operation. 


PHIL. ii. 12, 13. 
Work out your own falvation with fear and 
, trembling: for it 1s God that worketh in 
you, both to will and to do of his good 
pleafure. | | 


PINIONS have been divided in the 

. Chriftian church, concerning the 
extent, influence, and efficacy, of Divine 
Grace, and the power and liberty of the 
Human Will. Some have afferted, that, 
in the prefent degenerate ftate of human 
nature, it is not poflible for us, by our 
M4 own 
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own exertions, to a¢t any effectual part in. 
the workof our {alvation: that divine grace, 
does all, and we can do nothing for our- 
felves: that the Spirit of Gop moves the. 
{prings of aétion in us by a fecret, unfelt, 
but a powerful and irrefiftible hand : that. 
he acts upon the mind, not indeed like an 
impetuous torrent, violently and_ vifibly 
bearing down our liberty of will; butas a 
fmooth and gentle ftream, which, with an. 
effectual, though imperceptible force, car=. 
ries us along with it: that all our virtues 
and good actions derive, confequently, their. 
whole merit from his agency, and are the 
produce of his operations. | 
But, according to this opinion, we are - 
meré machines or inftruments in the hands. 
of a fuperior agent; our beft performances, 
confequently, éan have no moral value, 
nor be intitled to approbation or reward, . 
For what reward, what approbation, can 
we claim for a@ions which are not ours, | 
but wrought and produced in us by a fu- 
perior direction ? 
On the contrary, others, by afferting 
ai oe . the 
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the unreftricted, uninfluenced freedom of 
the will, and’ our entire and abfolute a- 
bility of choofing good or evil, have been 
thought to derogate from the power and. 
efficacy of a divine grace. For certain it 
is, that nature, unaided by grace, is not. 
of itfelf fufficient to holinefs. The cor- 
ruption of our nature is a bias that inclines , 
us to vice; a principle above nature is re- 
quifite to counteract this propenfion, and. 
draw us to virtue. | 

The Scripture accordingly informs us, 
that we are not fufficient of ourfelves, but. 
that our fufficiency is of Gop ;. that with- 
out him we can do nothing; that it is he 
that worketh, in us both to will and to do. 
This corruption and depravation of human 
nature is not a difcovery that we owe to 
Revelation; it was always the general 
fenfe of mankind; the beft and wifeit of 
the Heathens have obferved, acknowledg- 
ed, and lamented it; we all but too much 
feel it in ourfelves, and may obferve it in 
others. 

But, notwithftanding it is admitted, 

that 
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that our fufficiency is of Gop, and that. it 
is he that worketh in us both to will and 
todo; yet we are not to be merely paflive . 
under; the divine influences: fome. part 
muft belong to. ourfelves in the work of 
our falvation.. Why elfe are.we exhorted 
not to receive the grace of Gop in vain? 
why forbidden.to quench or grieve the 
Holy Spirit? why commanded to work 
out our falvation with fear and trembling? 
and to what end are all the precepts and 
exhortations of the Scriptures? There is 
therefore, doubtlefs, required: a joint efi- 
ciency and co-operation of the divine af- 
fiftance, and our own agency, to the ac- 
complithment of our falvation. 

This idea. is exprefled in the ete of 
the text; where the apoftle does not. fay, 
Work out your falvation yourfelves, for 
you have no need of divine grace; nor 
does he fay, on the other hand, The di- 
_wine grace does all, and. therefore you 
need do nothing yourfelves: but, afcri- 
bing to each its proper office, he fays, 
pe 24) Work 
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Work out your own falvation, becaufe di- 
vine grace gives you power fo to do. 

I fhall in this difcourfe confider the Ex- 
tent of ‘divine grace and human liberty, 
_and point out the diftinct province of each; 
and fhow in what refpects our good a¢tiong 
are to be attributed to the Supreme Bene, 
and how far they are to be afcribed'to our+ 
felves.. 

In the following refpects, then, our ac= 
tions may be afcribed to Gop. Firfty 
From Gop, the original Author of every 
good gift, wé derive all our powers; and 
on his fuftaining hand we depend for the 
prefervation and exercife of them. All our 
intentions, determinations, and’ actions, 
though under the immediate direction of 
our will, yet are exerted under HIM, with- 
out whofe concurrence we can neither act, 
nor think, nor move, nor have our being. 
As Gop, then, originally imparted, and ftill 
continues to fupport, our powers of acting, 
our actions may in one fenfe, or ultimate- 
ly, be afcribed to him. 

But befides thofe powers granted us by 

Nature, 
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Nature, together with our being, Gop’ is 
pleafed to illuminate our minds by the im= 
mediate aids and influences: of his Holy 
Spirit. The nature of thefe influences, 
and their mode of operation on the un= 
derftanding, we cannot afcertain with pre- 
cifion: but they fhould feem to-confift, in 
invigorating our intellectual powers; or 
in arranging our ideas in fuch order, and 
placing them in fuch a light, that we may 
have a clearer difcernment of religious 
do€trines or duties than we fhould other+ 
wife acquire; or in recalling to our con 
fideration important and forgotten truths, 
and giving them a pic pe meet on 
the mind. 

But further: The Duar not only aids 
our underftandings, but: influences alfo 
our wills and, affections, by prefenting: to 
them the moft powerful motives, by ope+ 
rating on our hopes and fears, fetting be=. 
fore us future inflictions and rewards, fug= 
gefting pious fentiments, prompting us to 
virtuous refolutions, communicating in+ 
ward: affiftance and ability to all the pur- 
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pofes of holinefs and obedience, and dif- 
pofing our hearts to the reception of di- 
vine truths. As Gop, in the former cafe, 
illuminates our underftandings, by open- 
Ing, as it were, the eye of the foul, and 
giving us a clear profpect and difcernment 
of our duty and its obligations; fo here 
he influences and bends our inclinations 
to the obfervance of duty, by powerful 
motives : motives that operate on the mind, 
not indeed with a compuifive force, but 
with all the force that can be offered: to 
the liberty of moral agents; all the force 
that is confiftent with the nature of duty; 
all the force that can attend admonition, 
exhortation, conviction. 

The opinion and belief of a fupernatural 
affiftance is fo 'reafonable, fo confonant to 
our ideas of the divine goodnefs and of 
human frailty, that philofcphers, even in 
the Heathen world, were ‘fenfible how 
much it was wanted, and have exprefsly 
aflerted, that, without divine afliftance, no 
man could make a progrefs either in wif- 
dom or virtue. What Reafon fuggefted to 

them, 
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them, Revelation ee afcertained .to «us, 
which reprefents us as temples and, habita- 
tions of the Holy Spirit. 

It may appear, then, what fhare may 
properly be afcribed to Gop in the pro- 
duGion of our good works; and it is eafy 
“to difcover, what remains on our part, 
and is required from us. to do. for.our- 
felves.. The Supreme Berne does, not 
over-rule our liberty ; nor, like a defpotic 
fovereign, chain down our will to‘his de- 
terminations ; but, as a friend, addreffes 
us, and prevails by the gentle force of ra- 
tional and-moral influence. He firft gives 
us fufficient powers and abilities to act; 
and then) invites us to a right exertion of 
thofe powers; by offering the moft effec- 
tual inducements, by prefenting to our 
view the reafonablenefs, ‘the amiablenefs, 
the obligations, the happinefs, of religious 
‘obedience. . He enables, admonithes, and 
exhorts us, to -difcharge our various duties ; 
we ought to attend to his admonitions, 
and comply with his influences. He fur- 
nifhes'the means of action, and motives for 


acting : 
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acting ; in confequence of thefe, it is our 
province to deliberate, to determine, and 
to act. 

Gop does not irrefiftibly turn the ba- 
lance of our will, nor abfolutely determine 
‘our actions: for then they would be his 
‘actions, not ours; he would be the fole 
agent, we only the inftruments he employs. 
Whatever may be the nature of the divine 
influences, or their manner of operation 
on the mind; however our underftandings 
may be illuminated, or our affections rec- 
tified ;—-we may be affured, that we retain 
‘our moral liberty ; that our intentions and 
actions are left, generally, to our own 


determination; that we have the govern- 


ment of ourfelves ; and that our whole be- 
haviour is at our own difpofal; which 
circumftance alone it is that can render us 
accountable for it. 

Our Savrour, in order to defcribe the 
influence and operation of divine grace 
upon his followers, reprefents it under the 
fimilitude of a vine and its branches, / 


‘am the vine, fays he, ye are the branches : 
4 he 


ae 
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he that abideth in me, and Tin him, the fame 
bringeth forth much fruit. As there is a 
natural, vital, union between the vine and 
the'branches, fo is there a fpiritual union 
between Curist and his true difciples, 
on which the communication of his grace 
and fpirit depends. The myftical Vine 
conveys to every branch a vital principle, 
a conftant fupply of fpiritual nutriment ; 
it belongs to us the branches, in virtue of 
thefe communications from the root, to 
contribute our part to the prodution of 
fruit. | 
The fame idea is iJluftrated in the para- 
ble of the Sower; where the feed fown is 
‘the word of Gop, the rain from heaven 
denotes the divine affiftance; yet ftill the 
produce is reprefented to be in proportion. 
to the natural fertility and goodnefs of the 
foil. The AtmicutTy confers his affift- 
ance, and bears a part in our falvation ; 
but we are not thence to infer, that his 
affiftance will do all, without our own 

efforts. : 
Our nature is indeed weak and frail, 
too 


t 
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too eafily feduced by the temptations we 
can refift; too prone to evil, though we 
can difcern and choofe the good ; too inat~ 
tentive to the divine fuggeftions, but not 
incapable of complying and co-operating 
with them. Let us not difhonour our 
Maker, by fuppofing that he has made 
us totally corrupt, that he has formed and 
fitted us only for fin, and left every in- 
gredient of good out of the human com-. 
pofition. Let us not fuppofe, that we can 
add to his glory by degrading his works ; 
by degrading man, the chief of his works 
within our {phere of obfervation, It is _ 
Gop, indeed, that worketh in us both te 
will and to do; yet we are required, and 
confequently have power, to work out our 
falvation. Our labours cannot avail with- 
out his affifttance; his afliftance will not 
avail without our labours ; on the concur- 
rence of both, our virtue now, and our 
felicity hereafter, depend. 

It may appear, then, in what fenfe the 
{cripture is to be underftood, when it at- 
tributes our good works both to Gop and 

Vor, II. N to 
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to ourfelves. He illuminates our “under=- 
ftanding; and, by a fecret influence, ae 
gefts, and excites us to, what is right’) in’ 
confequence of this ability and tits ; 
we determine and act)’ He inftructs us,~ 
and invites our obedience, by the natural | 
light of our own minds, by ‘the expreéfs 
revelation of his will, and by the fecret- 
whifpers and fuggeftions of his’ Holy 
Spirit. But the fuccefs of all thefe me- 
thods will turn upon our complying with, 
or rejecting, them. “We may attend or 
not, to the admonitions of our own mind}; 
we may obferve, or neglect, his revealed: 
inftructions ; we may yield to, or oppote, 
the impulfes of the Holy Spirit. ) 
Gop does not with a refiftlefs hand 
compel us into his fervice. All his affift- 
ances require our own Concurrence to ren= 
der them effectual: His grace will not il= 
luminate our minds, if we induftrioufly’ 
bar them againft light and truth. If we 
have ears to hear, and will not hear, ‘the 

divine‘inftruCtions are given in vain. 
ae we ‘ought ‘to ees that when 
Gop - 
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Gop invites, and offers to condué&t us to. 

duty and, happinefs, if we are unwilling 

to. comply, if we refufe his invitation, and 

reject his affiftance, our cafe is then indeed. 

defperate and without remedy: for. as it 

is inconfiftent, with the nature of virtue to 

fuppofe, that we can be made virtuous and 

good by, compulfion ; fo it is inconfiftent. 
with the nature and perfections of Gop, 
to fuppofe, that without virtue or good-. 
nefs he.will approve or reward.us.;. 

_df we repay. his favour with ingratitude, , 
and continue unprofitable under the means 
of grace, Gop, inttead. of compelling us 
by an over-ruling dire@ion into the paths 
of obedience and happinefs, may.be pro-. 
voked to, refume. his flighted. gifts, and 
with-hold the grace which we receive..in. 
vain. .And nothing more is. requifite to 
our certain undoing; than to. be. forfaken. 
of \him, and his affifting grace to be with- 
drawn. Were it.our, unhappy, lot.to be: 
thus expofed, defencelefs, to the. affaults. 
of temptation ; left to. encounter the adver- 
fasies of our happinefs,, deftitnte of divine 

N 2 armour ; 
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armour; cut off from all communication 
with Gop; all fupplies of his grace inter- 
cepted; the frailty and corruption of our 
nature would foon betray, and give us up 
‘into the enemy’s hands. Unfupported by 
divine afliftance, we fhould be loft to eve- 
ty good difpofition, loft to every virtue. 
Like branches lopped off and fevered from 
the vine, we fhould lofe the vital principle 
that renders us productive of moral fruit; 
we fhould be caft forth, and withered, ee 
fitted for deftruCtion. 

On the other hand, if we ne our 
minds to a compliance with the will of 
our heavenly Fatuer, and are obedient 
to his direction and guidance, his power- 
ful, though unfeen arm, will condué us 
from virtue to virtue; and will never’be 
wanting to us, if we are not wanting to 
ourfelves. If we open our hearts to his 
facred influences ; if our fouls gafp unto 
him as a thirfty land, and drink in the 
dew of his Spirit as it filently defcends 
upon us from heaven;—we fhall then be 
neither barren ‘nor unfruitfal ; ‘the’ feed 


of 
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of divine grace thus fown upon good 
ground, upon its natural and proper foil, 
an honeft and good heart, will take root, 
and be productive of the genuine fruits. of 
the Spirit,—the graces and virtues of a 
good life, 

_Grace.is the ereatett, beft, of Heaven’s 
bicflinbe: and far tranfcends all others we 
can enjoy. -Temporal good things Gop 
promifcuoufly beftows on the juft and the 
: unjuft; often on the evil and unthankful, 

on thofe who neither folicit nor acknow- | 
ledge his favours. But his Grace. he. ac+ 
counts a pearl of greater price than to be 
thrown to the negligent and undeferving, | 
He gives it only to them that afk it; to 
them who pioufly implore; and juftly prize 
the heavenly gift. Would we then obtain 
of Gop a blefling, as requifite to our 
growth in goodnefs, to the fuftenance of 
our fpiritual life, as is our daily bread to 
that of the body? let us not, neglect to . 
approach him with importunate and fet 
vent fupplications for it. 

For the attainment of this bleffing, this 

N3 {piritual 
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fpiritual food, our prayers | cannot be too 
fervent, cannot be too impor rtunate. And 
happy, fure, is the lot of Chriftians, to 
whom Gop has promifed the affiftance of 
his Holy Spirit, on the eafy terms of afk- 
“ing, and gratefully receiving it; happy 
that we are not left altogether to the power 
of irregular paflions, to the protection of 
our own weaknefs, and to the counfels of 
our own corruption; happy that we are 
under the eye and ‘fuperintendence of fo 
powerful, yet fo kind, a Guardian,—who 
never forfakes, till he is forfaken by us ; 
never withdraws his affiftance, till we ren- 
der it ineffectual; never abandons us in 
temptations, till our own hearts take part 
with the tempter, and we betray ourfelves; 


never refufes his grace, till we receive it 
in vain! 


» Let us not, then, be wanting to our- 
felves in fupplicating and complying with 
the influences of this divine inftruétor ; 
and forafmuch as without thee, O ‘God, 
we are not able to pleafe thee, mercifully 

. grant, 
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grant, that thy Holy Spirit may in all things 
dirett and rule our hearts, that in keeping 
thy commandments we may pleafe thee, both 
in will and deed, through Fefus Chrift our 
oem 


oN | S E R- 
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Againft an improper Love of this 
World. A 


1 JOHN ii. 15, 


Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world, 


O enemy exifts more fatal to virtue 

and religion, and confequently to 

our higheft and beft intereft, than an in- 
temperate paflion for the world and its 
enjoyments. That is the fountain from 
whence iffue all the vices and i iniquities of 
mankind, But eg defign of Religion is, to 
inform 
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inform us of the worth.and dignity of the 
foul, and of the nature of our chief good 
and happinefs; to moderate our attach- 
ment to the world and by calling off our 
thoughts from its falfe and fading plea- 
fures, to direct and elevate them to where 
true and permanent joys are to be found. 
An undue love of the world: counteracts 
and defeats thefe purpofes; renders us in- 
attentive to, and unworthy of, our proper 
happinefs ; and at the fame time corrupts 
and vitiates the mind, and difqualifies and 
unfits it even for relifhing and tafting it. 
~. Neceflary, therefore, it is, that we dhould 
be often cautioned againft an intemperate 
love of the world; a vice fo powerful in 
its temptations, and fo fatal in its effects. P 
And indeed, if in the very days of our 
Lorb and his apoftles, when, with regard 
to the evidence of a future ftate, men may 
be’ almoft faid to have walked by fight 
and not by faith, and, by the doctrines 
which they heard and the miracles they 
faw, to have had heaven and the glories of 
another world almoft laid open to view ;— 
au af 
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if, under thefe adyantageous.circumftances, 
it’ was neceflary to be cautioned. againft 
the allurements and delufions of. the world, 
much more proper, is.the admonition, 
more needful the caution, now. But, here 
let be obferved, that the love of the world 
is: not in every fenfe culpable. We are 
not to underftand the apoftle, by the words 
in the text, as forbidding that regard and 
yalue for temporal things, which. the pre- 
fent {tate and condition of life render. ne- 
ceflary. For though earthly things cannot 
conftitute felicity, are not the materials of 
true happinedfs ; yet they are the kind pro- 
vifions and prefcriptions which; our graci- 
ous CREATOR has given, us.again{t bodily 
\. wants and miferies, and.are to be received 
acknowledged with grateful fentiments 
‘of his goodnefs. » To confult our well-be- 
ang here, is.a diCtate of the law of nature, 
as well. as to provide for. our happinefs 
hereafter... They who, from the apoftle’s 
prohibition of loving the world, would 
infer that..we fhould hate it, make a wery 
unnatural and wrong, conclufion. _ For 
were 


Ser44., Loe of this world. 203 


were any thing’ criminal in’diligence and 
induftry”s in’ acquiting, or in’ moderation 
and’ temperance in’ enjoying, the good 

‘things of the world, our nature would 
~ then ‘be finful; it would be criminal to be 
‘a human being; and we might have juft 
“Zeafon to fay to’ our Maker, Wh & aap thou 
made me thus? 

In’ order, therefore, to’ have’ a’ Highd 
conception ‘of the: meaning ‘and extent of 
the prohibition in’ the’ text}: Love not the 
“aeorld: we mutt confider, what could be 
the defign of our Maker in the forma- 
tion of the world, and for what end‘and 
purpofe he placed us in it: for hence only 
“can we determine of what real worth and. 
~ value the world is to us,’ as this PE 
folely upon the will he ee of 0 
Crearor. | gt OD; 

~ Gon’s principal seh in our creation 
fhould feem to be, to form us to a capacity 
of enjoying himfelf; of being with him, 
in a manner at prefent above our concep- 
“tion; and, perhaps, to fupply and fill up 

; the ftations of other begs, from which 
fey they 
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they by tranfgreffion have fallen. In order 
to this advancement and promotion, the 
neceflary requifites and qualifications are, 
fich a rectitude of mind and will, fuch a 
conformity and likenefs to the Supreme 
Beinc, and fuch difpofitions of virtue 
and holinefs, as are no other way attain- 
able, but in a ftate of difcipline and pro- 
bation. 

For this end and purpofe our CREATOR 
feems to have afligned the ftation and con- 
dition in which we now find ourfelves ; 
to have clothed us with a body, with in- 
clinations and paffions; and to have placed 
_us in this world, in order to prepare, and 
form, and train us up, for heaven. and 

imfelf. And that the law in our mem- 
bers might yield fufficient {cope and occa 
fion for the law of the mind to exercife 
and exert itfelf, Gop has made this world 
every way fit for a probationary ftate; fit 
to anfwer his purpofe, both in providing 
' a fupply for lawful and regular defires, 
and temptation to fuch as are unlawful and 
irregular ; that we might by this means 
prove | 
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prove and exert our fidelity and obedience 
to him. And in this fenfe, the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil is growing 
ftill, and we are {till ternpicd with tOEDIshr 
den fruit. 

“This being confidered, it is eafy to ap- 
prehend when the love of the world be- 
comes criminal. And this it certainly does, 
when we confider it as our fole or prin- 
cipal good ; when it has influence enough 
to feduce us to thofe vices that difqualify 
us for the prefence and enjoyment of the 
Beit and moft Perfect of Beings; when we 
have recourfe to any arts of fraud or’ vi- 
olence to obtain its honours, riches, or f 
pleafures ; when we poffefs this world’s 
goods, and yet fee and fuffer our fello i 
creatures to labour under the want of ve 
we penurioufly accumulate, or profu: fely 
{quander ; or when we are averfe to bid 
adieu to the world at the command of our 
Maker ;. when we yield with reluctance 
to the laft fummons that calls us hence, 
and are unwilling to refign our foul to 
him that gave it: “When the love of the 
70 3G world 


weber 
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world betrays us into any of thefe impi~ 
eties, we not only love it better than we: 
ought ‘to: do, but indeed better than we. 
do ourfelves ; and the world with all its 
glories, could we poffefs them, would make 
us but poor amends for what we fhall lofe 
by this imprudent attachment to it. = 

For to have Gop always before) our 
eyes, as our fole and principal good; to be 
kind and compaffionate to our fellow-crea-,, 
tures; and, with pious refignation, to fay to” 
HIM who beft knows what.is: good. for, us, 
Thy will be done ;—thefe-are all great and 
indifpenfable points of duty, virtues which 
in this life we are to exercife and practife; 


and are fome of thofe prerequifites;and 


preparatory qualifications for happinefs,, 
which we are fent here on purpofe. to. 
acquire, and without which we cannot) 
hope to fee the face-of.Gopd in glory), 
So that; this..world, far from being the 
firft and principal object of our affections, ; 
fhould, ever be beheld wish a isalona and. 
a cautious eye. biden? 
There is danger in Udulsior’s even.a alt 

giti- 


1 
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gitimate love of the world; it is apt to in- 
finuate and become the favourite’ paflion, 
to withdraw our affection from Gop, and 
temptius to defert his fervice. ‘The Scrip- 
ture reprefents the world as aregion where 
every path is befet with fnares: fatal to our 
future expectations ; where we muft walk 
with fear and circum{pedction, with the con- 
{tant vigilance and apprehenfions of thofe 
who’ travel through an enemy’s country.» 
We are often’ reminded of its feducements 
and dangers; and that life is one continued 
conflict with temptations. Y 
‘But it may herebe afked, Is notthefup- | 
pofition of thisworld’s being defigned as a — 
tempter to evil, a prompter to immoral and: _ 
difhoneft defires, ‘is not’ this an impeach) 
meént of the holinefs and goodnefs of the* 
Creator?’ Do we not hereby, in the’ final: 
iffue, make Gop a tempter to evil, contrary” 
to all our natural apprehenfions of the pux’ 
rity of his moral nature, and ‘to the moft 
exprefs' declarations of Scripture, which 
forbid us, when we are tempted, to fay 
that we are tempted of Gop? m 
7 a) 
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To which ' it may be replied, That if 
the trying and bringing our virtue to the 
teft may be called tempting us to evil, 
Gop may in this fenfe be juftly faid to 
tempt his creatures; for both reafon and 
Scripture agree, that the prefent life is in- 
tended as a ftate of trial and probation, 
preparatory to another. But the trial and 
proof of our’ virtue is very improperly 
called'a'temptation to evil; becaufe, upon 
the whole, much more powerful are the 
incitements ‘to virtue than to vice. So that 
Gop cannot juftly be faid to tempt us to 
evil, but to good ; in‘as much as Heaven, 
with which Gop has promifed to reward 
virtue ‘and goodnefs, is a’ much more 
powerful allurement, or temptation, if it 
Bey have that name, than any other con- 

deration can poflibly be. 

For what reafons our Crearor has 
thought fit to fet before us any tempta- 
tions to evil; why he placed creatures ‘fo 
fallible and fo frail as we in a fituation: 
expofed to any the leaft hazard or danger ; 
is indeed a dithiculry in {peculation.) But 

. “the 


ae 
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the ftate of the cafe fhould feem to be this. 
Our MakeEr’s principal defign in the cre- 
ation of man, (as was before obferved), 
feems to be that of forming a creature to 
be with himfelf, and to participate in his 
_ happinefs._ But before man can be ad- 
mitted to the vifion and enjoyment of 
Gop, it is neceflary that he be holy; and 
to be holy, he muft firft pafs through a 
{tate of trial. This makes fome fuch ftate 
asi/we are now in, in this world, to be- 
come neceflary; where, the motives and 
inducements to virtue and vice are fo wife- 
ly balanced, and {fo duiy proportioned, that 
our. preference of either may be a matter 
of mere choice, and the determination of 
a moft free agent. . 

And this ftate.of probation, sis feting: 
of evil as well as good before us, and. put- 
ting happinefs or mifery equally in our 
power, is not a hardifhip peculiar to hu- 
man nature: it is probable, that it either 
now is, or has been, the cafe of every 
created, intelligent being; that none have 
been placed in the full pofleflion of hap- 

Vou. II. O pinefs 
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pinefS at firft, but have been trained to it 
by a trial of their obedience; and that 
there is no creature now in heaven, where 
the good and virtuous) fhall:one day’ be, 
-but has: paffed: through fome fuch intro- 
dudtory ftate of difcipline and probation 
‘as the good-and virtuous'now do in this 
world. ‘For moral goodnefs'is effential 
‘to’ the happinefs of a: moral. being; and 
-there feems ‘to be a like neceffary: relation 
between a ftate of probation and moral 
goodnefs. ‘Take away all trial and tempta- 
‘tion to vice, where will be the: merit of 
virtue; or to what reward can it be. intir 
‘tled?:) Temptations to'vice, by furnifhing 
opportunities for the trial and exercife 
of virtue; add both to our»prefent merit 
cand to our future happinefs ; and the more 
powerful thofe temptations are, and: the 
ftronger our refolution to oppofe: ‘them, 
the greater is our virtue, and the) more 
glorious will be our reward. 

Let us then often and ferioufly- raise, 
what we are, to what end created, :for 
what purpofe the Auruor of our being 

1!) at hag 
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has fev good and evil, life and death, be- 
fore us; and placed us here, as-in’a plea- 
fant garden indeed, but planted with for- 
bidden fruit; not furely that: we fhould 
eat and die, but! rather that we fhould re- 
‘frain and live: »not;that we fhould: let. go 
our integrity, and fell:our heavenly. inhe- 
‘ritance, our birthright, -for a morfel. of 
- power, wealth, or: pleafure; but that. it 
fhould: appear by our behaviour, by.a vi- 
gilant, uniform, and determined obedi- 
ence:to our MAKER; that our regard to 
him is infinitely! fuperior. to all worldly 
confiderations, and: that there is nothing 
upon earth that we  defire: in comparifon 
of him. SHIA 
The motives of religion, fays.an excel- ~ 
dent author *, ought at all times te have 
fo much influence as to prevail over the 
temptations to fin; and it isnot our in~ 
firmity, but our iniquity, if they do it 
not. Our paflions and appetites, our em- 
ployment and our company, our youth or 
our age, the examples of thofe we con- 
O2 verfe 
* Dr. Clarke. 
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verfe with, or the fafhionable and cufto- 
mary vices of our country ;—thefe, and 
the like, are the temptations which it is 
the bufinefs of religion, and the proper 
trial of our virtue, to overcome, And if 
our paflions betray, or campany feduce, 
or the. cuftoms and fafhion of the world 
lead us carelefsly and inconfiderately into. 
the ways of deftruétion, it is not our ex- 
cufe, but our condemnation, that we have. 
followed a multitude.to do evil; that we. 
have been prevailed upon more by the in- 
fluence of the world, than by the fear of 
Gop; or that our affection to fin has been 
fo ftrong, that reafon and religion have 
not been able to fubdue it. 

Let Gop, then, be the fupreme objeat 
of our affection; let nothing be regarded 
in comparifon of the duty we owe to him, 
nor fuffered to come in competition with 
it. Let us wifely reject what would be 
moft agreeable, pleafant, and beneficial, 
whenever the acquifition, if we have it 
not, or the poffeflion, if we have it, is in- 
confiftent with dury, and with the regard 


we 
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we owe to the Armicury ; that thus we 
may fecure our future ioe ete and fo 
pafs through things temporal, as finally to 
lofe not the things eternal. 

May that all-powerful BEING, who a- 
lone can order the wills and affections of 
finful men, grant, that we may love what 
he dominalids: and defire what he does 
promife; that fo, among the fundry and 
manifold changes of the world, our hearts 
may furely there be fixed, where true joys. 
are to o be found! — | 
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Sin of profaning the name of Goo. 


ns Leyir. XIX. 12. 


Ye Shall not aa by my name fa All, nei~ 
ther fhalt thou profane the name of thy 
Coie: 2 03 tneads ts et tRo nA 


ELIGION, among. ah, advantages ; it 
~brought to fociety, has confulted 

“its Feira and.welfare, by furnifhing the 
‘firmeft bond. of fidelity, and laying men 
~under, the {tricteft obligation to reverence 
-an oath, on which the, public peace and 
-fafety fo much depend, that neither cha- 
~racter, nor property, nor life, can be fe- 
cure, where the obligation of an oath is 
not 
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not held facred, and the violation of it 
dreaded. But fuch is the corruption of 
mankind, that this bafis of truth and jul- 
tice is too often made to fupport iniquity 


and falfehood, and this facred tie too of= 
ten {ported withs 
‘From the words of the text, I fhall take 


occafion to fhew, 1/7, What is the Nature 
of an Oath; 2d/y, What it is to profane 
the name of Gop; and, /a/ly, Shall offer 
fome confiderations on the guilt of habi- 
tually REE his facred name in con- 
verfation. _ 

- T. An oath is an appeal to the Supreme. 
BEING, as judge of the truth of what we 
affert; whofe omnifcience knows the fe- 
créts of our hearts, knows whether what 
“we declare be correfpondent or not to the 
conviction of our minds ; ‘and whofe juf- 
‘tice will accordingly either favour, or be 
‘avenged of, us: it is the fubmitting to 
Gop, the invifible Judge; and imploring 
his proteétion, or imprecating his. ven- 
geance, according to the truth or: falfe- 


“hood of what we affirm. Such is the fo- 
tousOigo sil lemn 
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Iemn nature of an Oath; and therefore 
we fhould always confider well that~we 
are engaged in, whenever we invoke the 
Supreme JupGE of the world as.a witnefs 
to our aflertions. ) 


Il, Let us, in the next: place, obferye 
what it 1s to, profane the. Name of Gop. 
This is done. when. we ufe it without due 
confideration . and. reverence, or when we 
ufe it in an unlawful action. The facred 
name of Gop carries in it the idea of fuch 
infinite and inconceivable perfection, . of 
fuch fupreme majefty, power and-autho- 
rity, that it ought never to be pronoun- 
ced but with refpectful veneration. . It 
fhould not find admiffion into our conver- 
fation, but when our minds are engaged 
in pious fentiments, and. our expreflions 
are ferious and devout, . _ 

_ We are directed. to fandtify the ae 
our Gop, % e. to form fach holy. con¢ep= 
tions of his great and ador able nature, as 
may lead us to a fuitable return of reveren- 
tial homage. And yet how common is it, 


Orr 
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on the moft flight and unimportant occa- 
fions, to hear men utter inconfiderately the 
name of Gop, when neither the fubjec of 
their thoughts is fo weighty, nor the tem- 
per of their minds fo ferious, as to juftify 
the ufe of it. Should we, by a feafonable 
and well-timed mention of the facred name, 
imprefs on our minds juft ideas of his 
ineffable perfections, of the excellencies of 
his nature, the wonders of his wifdom, 
or the mercies of his providence, and 
thereby affeé&t our hearts with juft fenti- 
ments of refpect and veneration, this were 
to fanctify his name. But when we idly 
apply it to light and trivial fubjects, we 
then profane it; we proftitute it to mean 
and low purpofes, unfuitable to the great- 
nefs, unbecoming the dignity, of the di- 
vine nature. It muft furely be offenfive 
to the Supreme SOVEREIGN of the world, 
who has himfelf informed us, that he is 2 
jealous Gop, jealous of his honour, and 
that he will not fuffer it to be with-held 
from him, to obferve his creatures with 
a carelefs indifference profane his name, 
ag and 
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and utter it with all the marks of -irreve- 
rence and difrefpect. Ho 1013 
But further: The name of .Gop-is ina 
peculiar manner profaned, when we invoke 
his prefence.to an unlawful action, \and 
fummon him, as it were, to,be a fpectator 
of our guilt... This is a fin of a more than 
common magnitude; -it/is an open defiance 
to the power and juftice of the ALMIGHTY, 
and an infult on almoft,all,the perfeCtions 
of the divine nature... This is.a degree 
of guilt which Gop will certainly punifh — 
with a more than compion vengeance. For 
if he who utters the name of Gop without 
due reverence, {hall not be found guiltlefs; 
he who bids defiance to the all-feeing eye 
and all-powerful: arm of ‘the ALMicury, 
by invoking himas a witnefs to his crimes, 
may doubtlefs expect {till feverer. inflic- 
tions of ‘his juftice, | 
~ TM. TDeproceed:to offer fome jesutapels 
tions on the guilt of habitually profaning 
the name’ of Gop in converfation. No one 
inftructed in the firft rudiments of religion 
can be ignorant of the flagitious nature: of 


this 
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this fin. With what a folemn denuncia~ 
tion of divine wrath is the following pre- 
‘cept delivered? Thou /hait not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltle/s that taketh his name 
wn vain, The precept is full, plain, and 
expre{s; the judgment denounced againit 
it fevere and terrible. In the New Tefta- 
ment, our SAVIOUR fays, Swear not at all. 
And by the vehemence exprefled by St. 
James, we may reafonably judge, that he 
confidered this fin of habitually profaning 
the name of Gop, as afin of no {mall 
‘weight. Above all things, my brethren, fays 
he, /wear not. But why above all things, 
if not becaufe itis a fin in a peculiar man- 
ner hateful and offenfive in the fight of 
Gop? It is a wilful determined tranfgref- 
fion} incapable of any extenuation from 
ignorance or infirmity. ‘We cannot pre- 
tend ignorance of a precept known and 
underftood by all. Nor can we plead the 
infirmity of our nature; for nature has no 
propenfity to this fin. It is a voluntary 
habit, taken up at pleafure, and might in 

i. - 
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a great meafure be laid down with the 
fame eafe. This renders it the more cul- 
pable, fince it can claim no alleviation 
either from ignorance or infirmity. — 

‘It is recorded as an aggravating circum- 
ftance of the leper’s contempt of the pro- 
phet Elijah’s advice, that he refufed to 
purfue it, though directed to fo eafy a 
prefcription as to wafh and be clean: Alad 
the prophet bid thee do some great thing 
would? thou not have done it? how much 
rather, when he only bids thee wafb and be 
clean? This is mentioned to fhew the more 
than common criminality of any finful: 
practice which may with little or no trou- 
ble be avoided. Such is the fin of profan« 
ing the name of Gon; for here there is no. 
natural inclination to contend again{ft, no 
conflict between reafon and paffion. The 
paflionate man may plead the fire of a 
warm difpofition ; the gloomy fullennefs 
of the morofe may urge. the power of an 
unhappy complexion; but the profaner of 
the name of Gop has no fuch plea. Com- 
mon reafon teaches us to reverence the | 

maje{ty 
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majefty of the Supreme Being; and no 
corruption of our nature tempts us to pro- 
fane that name, which we all know it is 
our duty to adore. 

But further: Befides the sek of this 
practice in. itfelf, it unhappily leads to a — 
fin of a ftill more. enormous magnitude;— 
to that of Perjury... An habitual cuftom 
of profaning the name of Gop, abates the 
refpect and. reverence men ought to. have 
for an oath. It is not poflible they fhould 
become proficients in \this -fin,. did they 
not, by a gradual progrefs in it, render it 
eafy and, familiar } and confequently that 
awe and reverence which they. might once. 
have, had for the facred name, is, by long 
_repeated cuftom, gradually. and. infenfibly 
- diminifhed and loft; and then,.it is but 
natural to fuppofe, they grow more indif- 
ferent and inattentive to the truth or falfe- 
hood of their oath. 

This muft inevitably hens to ‘ thofe 
who have fo habituated themfelves to this 
fin, that they are often guilty, even with- 
out attending to it. And when this prac-. 

tice 
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tice is become fo habitual and familiar, 
that they can hardly fmith a° fentence 
_ ewithout binding it-with an oath; af they 
thus happen to affert what is falfe, or pro- 
mife what they mean not to-perform, they 
involve themfelves in the guiltof perjury. 
And though, doubtlefs, many who, by 
the practice of mingling oaths with their 
~ common difcourfe, have been rafhly-and 
inadvertently furprifed*into the guilt of 
perjury, would deteft ‘the’ commiflion’ of 
that crime upon more deliberate and fo- 
lemn occafions; yet the frequent inftances 
of that crime, upon fuch folemn occafions, 
feem to originate from ‘the habitual prac- 
tice of profaning the name of Gop in‘con- 
verfation. \ For few perfons are capable of 
advancing at once to a:crime fo enormous. 
But habit and cuftom gradually wear out 
the impreffions of ‘confcience; and what 
the mind would at firft ftartle at, practice 
and‘ long ufage may render familiar, and 
at length poflibly agreeable. ost 
») This’ fhould incline all to. tedunsisehie 
thei rs by advice, by ckample, 
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by reproof, or any other method, to fup- 
prefs the common practice of profaning 
the name of Gop}; fince the pernicious fin 
of Perjury, by which the charatter, pro- 
perty,: or life, of any perfon » whatever, 
may be endangered,—a fin which. has-a 
tendency to deftroy all mutual confidence, 
and to fubyert) all, civil: fociety,—is in a 
great degree owing to it. » 

I fhall conclude with fome fhort admo- 
nitions, in order to prevent the erqui or 
continuance of this fin, iuh on 

>. 1ff, He who would avoid: fie habit» or 
ae mutt beware of the firft ftep or 
tendency: to it. It isca’maxim in fpiritual 
as wellvas bodily diforders, to check -the 
firft appearance ofa difeafe, left it fhould 
grow inveterate, and. at length incurable. 
And therefore we fhould do well:to avoid 
all vehemence of affertion, all violence of 
paffion, as dangerous approaches to: this 
fin. Sc Peter, charged with being -one-of 
the difciples of Jesus, at firft replied: with 
a bare denial; accufed. a fecond time, he 
grew fomewhat’ ‘warmer,: and: exprefled 

himfelf 
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himfelf with greater vehemence; but when 
charged the’third time, urged his ag 
with oaths and imprecations. 

2dly, We may hence obferve the danger 
of yielding to the firft impulfes of paflion, 
fince even an Apoftle, in a fhort {pace of 
time, was led on from a bare denial to 
bitter’ and violent imprecations. When 
the mind is hurried on by the impetuofity 
of violent paflion, oaths are often found | 
the readieft way to difcharge the heat of 
refentment ; and the mind, not under the 
conduct of reafon, vents a finful paffion 
by a more finful execration. 

Lafily, Let us poffefs our minds with 
the moft refpectful and awful fentiments 
of the greatnefs, and goodnefs, and ma-_ 
jefty, of the Supreme Brrnc. This is the 
moft rational and effectual means to pre- 
vent us from proftituting and profaning 
his facred name, Is he the Lorp and Ru- 
LER of the univerfe, who has heaven for 
his throne, and earth for his fooftool, 
whofe power is irrefiftible, whofe king- 
dom is infinite and eternal, whofe fove- 

| reignty 
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reignty gives him a right to our, obedi- 
ence, and whofe goodnefs and,mercy to 
us demnand an infinitely higher ‘tribute of 
grateful refpect than we can pay? Let us 
not dare to offer fuch.an infult and indig- 
‘nity, as to call him. to witnefs, every. un- 
important matter, we. may happen to be 
engaged in, Let us ever preferve an awful | 
and reverential regard for the Majefty of 
Heaven; let us not {peak or think of Gop, 
but a veneration ;' let the. words of our 
mouth, as well as the meditations of our 
heart, be ever acceptable in his fight; \ 

us ever confult his honour, and tolled 
be his name. r 
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Duty of doing to others, as we would 
3 ‘they fhould do unto us.“ ” 


All things whatfoever ye swould that men 
« fhould do.unto you, do ye even fo to them; 
for this is the law and the prophets. 


HE whole Syftem of Chriftian duties 

is clearly a reafonable fervice; per- 
fe€tly Confonant to the natural fentiménts 
of our minds; well adapted to the confti- 
tution of human nature, and to the true . 
intereft and happinefs of mankind; and 
is marked with evident fignatures of the 
. wifdom and benignity of its Author. A- 
mong 


* 
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‘mong many other excellent laws and pre+ 


cepts contained in it, this in the text, from 
the high chara@er which our Lorp has 
given it,—from its extenfive utility, and 
from the foundation is has in equity and 


reafon,—feems in a peculiar manner to 


claim attention: dil things whatever ye 
would that men fhould do unto you, do ye 
even Jo to them; for this is the law and the 
prophets. 

In confidering which words, I fhall ob-« 
ferve, 1/7, The true import and extent of 
this precept; 2d/y, The reafonablenefs and 
equity of it; and, lapiy, Its utility and ex 
cellence. 

I, Tam to oaiktidar: the true import and 
extent of this precept; which, excellent as 
it 1s, 1s yet capable of being perverted. to 
purpofes very different from the defign 
and intention of it. A magiftrate, e.g. is 
not by this precept obliged, or authorifed, 


to fuffer the guilty to meet with that leni- 
ty or impunity, which, in the fame cri- 


minal fituation, he might probably enough 
defire to be extended to himfelf. A perfon 
P 3 ind 
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in power or authority is not bound by 
this rule to gratify unreafonable expecta- 
‘tions in his dependents; though, if him- 
felf were in their circumftances, his own 
defires might perhaps be unreafonable, 
equally as theirs. It was not the intention 
of the precept to conftitute our imelina- 
tions and defires the rule of our actions, or 
the ftandard of right and wrong; but to 
inftruct us, to treat each other, in all cir- 
cumftances, according to reafon and equi- 
ty ; and to obferve, in all cafes, that be- 
haviour to others, which, on fimilar oc- 
cafions, we could with juftice and reafon 

expect to receive from them. | 
It does not lay down any new injunc- 
tion, or prefcribe any duty to which we 
were not under an antecedent obligation : 
but it is meant to regulate the practice of 
all. the known focial duties ; to prefcribe 
the proportion, and afcertain the meafure, 
of juftice, mercy, or benevolence; which 
we. ought to mete out to others upon all 
occafions ; ‘and to make that principle of 
felf-love, which is the general occafion of 
in- 
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injuftice, fraud, oppreffion, and iniquity, : 
the moft effeGtual means of pointing out 
and prompting us to acts of honefty, hu- 
manity, and juftice. For though it is eafy, 
from our natural fentiments of juftice and 
equity, to difcern how far actions are 
right or wrong, when their confequences 
are indifferent to us; yet where ideas‘of 
intereft interfere, where there is the re- 
moteft confideration of felf connected with 
the point before us, it is no eafy tafk to 
difengage the mind from that connection. 
Our paflions and inclinations are called 
in as counfellors; and they have an 
imperceptible influence even upon “the 
beft minds ; they are ever ready to offer 
fome ine infinuation, fome’ favour- 
able circumftance, fome colourable pre- 
text, to juftify and approve in ourfelves 
what we would difapprove and cenfure in 
another. 

A flight attention to what paffes in the 
world, may obferve many inftances of felf- 
partiality, particularly where intereft. is 


-goncerned. Under this influence, we fee 
Pe men 
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men biaffed in their judgment, and mif- 
led; we fee them proof againft conviction; 
we fee them guilty of flagrant injuftice, 
evident to others, though not feen through 
that delufive mift which felf-love fpreads 
over the underftanding. In order, there- 
fore, to guard againft this fedudtive influ- 
ence, and to enable us to fee our condué 
in a juft ight, we fhould do well to con- 
fider ‘ourfelves, not as actors, but fpec- 
tators of our own condu@: we fhould 
change the point of view, place our ac- 
tions at a proper diftance, and reprefent 
them as done by others; and from this 
new {tation we may form a more impar- 
tial and equitable judgment of them. 

Jt is to check that partiality, then, fo 
apt always to give its determination in 
our own favour, that we are direéted in the 
text to make it the rule of our behaviour, 
to do to others as we fhould think it rea- 
fonable they fhould do to us. ‘This pre- 
cept puts us into a capacity of judging | 
impartially between ourfelves and others, 
and, as far as may be, of feeling for them 


as 
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as for ourfelyes. It makes us in imagina- 
tion change conditions with them; and 
places,us in a,fituation where we may have 
the fame equal difcernment of their rights 
and claims as of our own.—-—Which 
leads me, . 


IL. To confider the equity and. reafon- 
ablenefs of this precept.—To do to others 
what we would they fhould.do to us, is fe 
clearly juft and reafonable, that it requires 
no elaborate proof or illuftration.. The 
mind affents, as foon as it is propofed.; it 
carries: its own. evidence along with it; 
every one’s confcience naturally acquiefces 
in it; and all fects, parties, and diftinctions 
of men, are unanimous in fubfcribing to 
the. equity of it.—The reafonablenefs_of 
this rule, in all cafes of focial intercourfe, 
is apparent. Do we with that -others 
fhould treat us with benevolence and can- 
dour? that they fhould offer no unprovok- 
ed injuries or infults, nor refufe the good 
offices that friendfhip or humanity call 
for? All this every man thinks perfectly 

Pes reafon- 
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reafonable in his own cafe, and isi cages 
fo.in:the. cafe of alli Gihaigescarsno site 
Should .intereft, -humour,, or pattictn) 

‘heb at any time, as too often they do, 
prompt us to an injurious or unkind ac= 
tion, ought we not to fufpend our: com- 
pliance, till we have confulted and afked 
our heart,: whether we fhould think it.tea- 
fonable. to; fuffer.that, injuftice or unkind- 
nefs ourfelyes,,, which, we are..meditating 
againft another? And,every, picture of be- 
haviour which in. this light appears/full. of . 
‘horror,and: deformity, fhould bean occa>. 
fion. of ; diffuading: sisi from, thofé a@ions | 
which would bring :the:fame difagreeable 
=epetlea apts tq2 the: mind, of our neigiie: 
bour,': Hit Pe HOME 9 

Do we ance mine dither in all pet tes 
tions with’ us, fhould adhere. to -honefty,. 
integrity, and ‘truth? Lf they :infnare. ns, 
by fraudulent declarations, ambiguous ex=, 
preflions;.,or, fallacious. promifes;, do. we 
not think: it yuft to exclaim againtt fuch.. 


injurious treatment? and do; we, not fup-. =! 


pote, that our complaings, will be thought 
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well-grounded, and that the public voice 
will concur with our own in condemning 
it?) How unreafonable, then; would it be, 
to have recourfe to the fame infidious me- 
thods which. we ‘condemn in others, or to 
exercife thofe arts of fraud’ which ‘we: fo 
much refent! when pradctifed upon our+ 
felves? If, again, we have been furprifed 
into fome mifbehaviour, by paffion, mif- 
take, or inadvertence, do we not think a 
kind conftruction of it reafonable ?» and 
do»we not with to be forgiven?’ We cans 
not, then; think'it equitable to refufe the 
fame favourable conftruction, and the fame: 
forgivenefs, to others, in fimular circum= 
{tances. : 

In order, therefore, to act agreeably to 
Reafon;' and’ to the focial ftate of our 
Nature, as well'as to the injundtions of the 
Gofpelj: we fhould make our Saviovr’s 
rule the fubject of frequent’ meditation ; 
Whatfoever ye would that men fhould do unto 
you, do ye even fo unto them. "This is an ex- 
planation of that other precept, of loving 
our neighbour as ourfelves; which is no- 

thing 
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thing elfe but a variation of the exprefhion 
in the text, being the fame thing in. prac- 
tice. For this reafon, it is faid to be the 
law and the prophets; not that this rule is 
ever mentioned in either; nor is it meant, 
that it comprehends the whole Syftem. of 
Religion; but that it is a fummary and 
abridgment of all that Mofes in the law, 
and the fucceeding prophets, have laid 
down relative ‘to our duty to our neigh- 
bour; and that all the particular precepts 
and directions they have given with regard 
to focial duties, are comprifed and virtu- 
ally implied in this one general rule; a 
rule which all the divine revelations to 
mankind, in the law and the prophets, 
tended ultimately to eftablith. 

And in order to enforce the obfervance 
of this rule among the different ranks and 
orders of men, the higheft as well as the 
loweft, let it be confidered,; that how wide 
foever the diftance may appear, which 
birth, fortune, or ftation, may have made 
between one perfon and another; how-- 
ever different and unequal the lots affign- 

ed 
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ed us ; yet that thefe diftinGions aremere- — 
ly adventitious and accidental; that the 
whole race of mankind are of one ftock, 
derived from the fame common original, 
the workmanfhip of the fame hands, for- 
med with the fame immortal fouls, im- 
prefied with the fame divine image, and 
alike related to Gop, the equal Father of 
all; and that as all men are by nature thus 
equal, they are alike fubject to every mo- 
ral obligation, and have all an equal, nehe 
to the fame equitable treatment. 

“Let it be alfo further confidered, -how: 
uncertain and precarious is’ the poffeflion 
of thofe diftin€tions which elevate one 
perfon above another; and how often thofe 
who are by ‘nature equal, are reduced to 
an equality of condition. What fecurity 
have the great and the fortunate,‘ that they 
fhall not one day be numbered among the 
leaft and loweft of mankind ?) Such is the 
contingency, fuch the fluctuation, of -all 
human affairs; fo many furprifing revo- 
lutions often happen, and the wheel turns 
fometimes fo quickly round; that it is 

_ very 
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very poflible, that to-morrow’s fun. ma 7 
find him eating the bread of affliction, 
_ who has hitherto fared fumptuoufly every 


day. This uncertainty may furnifha pru- 


dential motive, to conduct ourfelves with 
that equity and benevolence to our fellow- 
creatures in one ftation of life, which we 
would defire and expect from them in n ano~ 
ther. 


They therefore to whom: Heayen has. 
with a more liberal hand diftributed the 
talents. of wifdom, wealth, or power, 
fhould be wifely merciful; and employ 
their wifdom in informing the ignorant, 
their wealth. in relieving the indigent, 
their power in protecting the injured ;— 
left themfelves fhould pofiibly be one day _ 
reduced to fupplicate in vain that afliftance, 
protection, or relief, which they, now re- 
fufe to others. Prudence, as well as reli- 
gion, bids all perfons, by an honeft and. 
humane behaviour, to make provifion for 
good. ufage from others, which they may . 
poffibly ftand in need of, and which fuch 

a 
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a ee would give them a right to 
expect. 

Lem, proceed, in the laft aie a to ob- 
ferve the utility and excellence of the rule 
prefcribed in the text. “Which may appear, 
firft, in its being well adapted to general 
-ufe, and fuited to all capacities.—It is -as 

eafy and obvious to common underftand- 
ings, as to the moft penetrating difcern- 
ment. Its evidence depends not on an 
accurate deduction of arguments; it is no 
laboured conclufion drawn from a long 
chain of intricate reafoning, to which few 
have capacity or inclination to attend; but 
it carries light and ‘convicton along with — 
it, and can hardly be mifapprehended. 
Moft: other rules of conduct are more 
complex; have in them fome obfcurity; 
and, by being involved in a variety of cir- 
cumftances, may require attention and 
difcernment, to determine when, and to 
what.degree, they are obligatory: but the 
fimplicity of this rule renders the appli- 
cation of it intelligible to all. Let us but 


confult this oracle, and the way lies plain 
CeGn before 
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before us ; the rule of righteoufnels 1s clear 
‘as the light, and the meafure of uh dem 
ing as the noon-day. 

Another inftance of the utility of this 
precept is, that it is applicable to’all cir- 
‘cumftances; is a full, adequate, and com- 
plete rule of behaviour. Our Saviour 
was the firft who taught this comprehen- 
five aphorifm, worthy of a divine teacher ; 
which comprifes in it the whole duty of 
man to man, and is of more avail in the 
commerce of life, than all the lectures 
of Heathen moralifts. It may direct our 
whole focial conduct; fo that, as no emer- 
gency can be fo fudden as not to allow 
time to have recourfe to it; fo no cafe can 
happen in which it will not determine. 
~ Tt will inform us what is due on every oc- 
cafion, and in all circumftances, to fupe- 
riors, equals, or inferiors. It is as appli- 
cable to leffer matters of civility and de- 
cency, as to more confequential, moral 
duties; and extends to all ranks and de- 
hominations of men,—to the rich and the 
poor, the profperous and unfortunate, the 
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mafter and the fervant, the monarch and 
She fubject. _ If, in all our intercourfe with 
‘others, we invert the cafe, and place our- 
felves in our neighbour’s fituation, and 
confider him in ours,—our own heart will 
always be cafuift enough to point out and 
prefcribe a right and proper conduc. 

Let us then attend to this important and 
comprehenfive rule of behaviour, and keep 
it ever in view, that we may form our 
whole conduct by it; that we may check 
the impulfes of unfriendly paflions, cor- 
rect the partiality of felf-love, and act on 
all occafions as reafon and equity direct. 
Were but this one precept duly attended 
to, and adopted into general practice, how 
would it change the fcene of human life? 
what large additions would it make to the 
public happinefs? It would introduce fo 
much peace, and order, and harmony, and 
virtue into the world, as would render it 
the image of heaven, or make it like itfelf 
at its creation, when every thing was pro- 
nounced good. We fhould then fee no in- 


| ee and hear wo complaining in our firects. 
Injuries | 
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Injuries and oppreffions would not then 
invade the quiet of private life ; nor would 
ambitious power violate the rights of na- 


tions, nor devife barbarous arts of pro- | 


pagating ruin, and extending defolation 
through the world. In every ftation, men, 
by acting up to their refpe@tive obligations, 
and by maintaining a commerce of mu- 
tual good offices, would concur in fixing 
and eftablifhing the general happinefs of 
mankind upon the moft folid bafis,—that 
of univerfal virtue. 

Let it alfo be remembered, that we muft 
all one day appear at the awful tribunal 
of Heaven, to render’an account of our 
obedience to this law; where the JupcE 
of the whole earth will reward every man 
according to his works, and a@ by. us’as 
we have done to each other. \ With the 
upright man, he will fhew himfelf up- 
right. If we have forgiven others their 
trefpafles, He will forgive’ ours; if we 
have had compaflion on» our fellow-fer- 
vants, HE will have compaffion upon us. 
If, then, we would act as reafonable be- 


ings ; 
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ings ; if we would attend to what is not 
only the Subftance of the law and the pro- » 
\phets, ‘but the Spirit of the gofpel} if we 
» defire to add to the common happinefs of 
mankind in this world, or to fecure our 
own in the next ;—we mutt infcribe this 
fhort abftraé of duty upon our hearts, in 
order to be faithfully copied out into our 
life and manners,—Whatfoever ye would that 
men fhould do unto you, do ye even fo to them. 
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Who can tell how oft he offendeth? O cleanfe 
thou me from my fecret faults. Keep thy 
fervant alfo from prefumptuous fins, left 
they get the dominion over me: fo fhall 
be undefiled, and innocent from the great 


offence. 


ANKIND are apt to form various 
mifapprehenfions concerning the — 
degrees of malignity and guilt in diffe- 
rent fins; and are inclined often to exte- 
nuate, fometimes to aggravate, their fail- 
ings too much. Some pious perfons, de- 
firous 
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firous to walk in all the commandments 
of Gop blamelefs, and to approach as 
near as may be to religious perfeétion,— 
{tudious to pleafe, and afraid to offend, 
their MakeEr,—are apt to pafs too fevere 
a fentence upon themfelves for the mere 
flips of infirmity, and their fears magnify 
errors or inadvertencies into tran{greflions 
and crimes. Others there are, (and they 
by far the moft numerous), who, though 
they act, in many inftances, in plain and 
dire&t oppofition to the laws of religion ; 
yet, with a dangerous partiality or felf- 
deception, perfuade themfelves, that theirs 
are only the lapfes of natural infirmity, 
the unavoidable effects of human frailty, 
—fit objects of compaflion rather than of 
juftice, and intitled to an'eafy and certain 
forgiveneis. 

So indulgent, generally, are mankind to 
their own faults, and fuch the prepofleffion 
in their own favour,—that there are few 
fins fo black and flagitious, few fo pre- 
fumptuous and of fo deep a dye, but the 
offender will, from partial reafoning, ex- 
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cufe to himfelf under the pretext of Infir- 
mity, and confider them) only as flight 
and venial failings. To prevent, therefore, 
this dangerous felf-deception on the one 
hand, and a groundlefs felf-condemnation 
on the other; that we may neither) pre- 
fume ourfelves to be better, nor apprehend 
we are worfe, than we are;—it may be pro- 
per to mark the diftinction between fins of 
Infirmity and fins of Prefumption; the 
former not imputable to us as Crimes, the 
latter not to be forgiven without Repen- 
tance. 

I fhall therefore obferve, 1/7, What fai- 
lures in our conduct are to be confidered 
as fins of Infirmity; and,2d/y, What actions 
deferve the feverer eee of Petree 
tuous fins. 

I, Let us obferve what Sexibiiuns from 
the divine laws are to be confidered as fins 
of Infirmity. 

‘Thefe are, firft, fuch as proceed. from 
fome ignorance or error that is involun- 
tary, and, in a moral conftruétion, .una- 
voidable.. Where failings are occafioned 

by 
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by ignorance ftrictly and abfolutely invin- 
cible, 2. e. from a natural incapacity, or 
‘from an abfolute want of fufficient means 
of information, there they can have no 
degree of criminality in them; where they 
are the confequences of determined and 
wilful ignorance, they are highly finful. 

But where they proceed from fome er- 
ror that is, in a moral conftruction, una- 
voidable,—that is, fuch error as, all cir- 
cumftances confidered, we could not rea- 
fonably be expected to efcape; or fuch as 
we are naturally, and almoft inevitably, 
led into by the influence of education or 
example; from the weaknefs of our intel- 
Jectual faculties, or the want of light ne- 
ceflary to affift us in forming a right 
judgment; or from prejudices which dark- 
‘en our underftanding, or from difficulties 
and obfcurities in things themfelves ;—~ 
where errors arife almoft neceflarily from 
fuch caufes, thefe will be admitted, we may 
hope, as a good plea at the merciful tri- 
bunal of Heaven. 

‘Ignorance that is not carelefs, affedted, 
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or voluntary, being a misfortune, not a 
fault, will moft certainly render us fit ob- 
jects of divine compaflion, and not ‘of in- 
dignation. This our blefled Lorp him- 
felf, upon the crofs, pleaded in extenuation 
of the worft of crimes: Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do. And 
to this St Paul attributes his own forgive- 
nefs: J obtained mercy, fays he, because I did 
it ignorantly, in unbelief. 

But it is to be obferved, that in glaring 
crimes, and plain tranfgreffions of the di- 
vine laws, inevitable ignorance cannot be 
pleaded; for of our great moral obligations 
we are fufficiently informed, both by the 
light of Nature and of Revelation. The 
principal laws of Gop are written with 
great perfpicuity, both in our hearts and 
in the gofpel; and the moft important 
lines of duty are obvious and legible to 
every eye. The plea of ignorance can be 
admitted fo far only as that ignorance is 
inevitable, and not the effet of a difhoneft 
difpofition or voluntary neglect. 

2dly, Thofe failings, or violations of the 


divine 
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divine laws, are to be reputed fins of 
infirmity, into which we are betrayed 
by inadvertence or furprife,—though this 
furprife may not be ftrictly and abfolute- 
ly unavoidable, but fuch as, confidering 
the various circumftances of human life, 
the. frequent inattention of our minds, 
and the fudden impreffion of objects upon 
them, cannot always be avoided, even by 
the moft vigilant and attentive. Of this 
- kind are the lefler, unpremeditated irregu- 
larities of paflion, inconfiderate expref- 
fions, inclinations in fome meafure cri- 
minal, that come uninvited into the mind, 
and proceed not indeed to a@ion, but 
yet are received and entertained with too 
much approbation. Thefe, and other fimi- 
lar failings, are incident to the wifeft and 
beft; upon which account the Pfalmift 
fays, Who can tell how oft he offendeth? and. 
the Apoftle obferves, that 7f we fay we 
have no fin, we deceive ourfelves, and the 
truth 1s not wm us. 

II. Having thus obferved fome aa 
marks or characters of what are properly 


Q 4 and 


248 Sins of Infirmity . Ser 7. 


and truly fins of infirmity, 1 fhall next 
proceed to fhew what ations deferve, the 
feverer appellation of prefumptuous fins, 

if, Thofe are prefumptuous fins, which 
are committed againft, light, and know- 
ledge. The nature of fin confifts ina vo- | 
luntary departure from the rule of our 
duty, in fuffering ourfelves to be feduced 
by fome intereft or paffion, to a&t, contrary 
to the law of Gop, whether communi- 
cated by reafon or revelation, , And \the 
nature and effence of prefumptuous: fin 
confifts in acting againft our own convic- 
tions, in doing what at the very inftant of 
commiflion we know and acknowledge to 
be finful. It is this confcioufnefs, this 
conyiction, which renders the aGtion high-- 
ly criminal, and juftly punithable, by,.a 
wife and righteous Governor. And though 
there may be great diftin@iions, and. va~ 
rious extenuations, as wellas ageravations, 
of fuch offences; yet every aGion of this 
kind is in fome degree a prefumptuous fin, 
committed in avowed oppofition to Gop 
and his authority, 2 
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~ 2dly, They alfo may be {aid to fin pre- 
fumptuoufly, who fin from wilful inat- 
tention and ignorance; who have frequent 
opportunities of having the doétrines and 
duties of religion laid before them, and of 
being informed, or reminded, of its obli- 
gations,—but wilfully refufe their atten- 
tion, and fhun opportunities of informa- 
tion. Our CREATOR has made us intel- 
leftual beings, capable of examining and 
diftinguifhing good and evil, truth and 
falfehood ; and may, doubtlefs, with juf- 
tice demand from us a conduct fuitable 
to thofe advantages. This duty is full 
heightened by the revealed affiftances he 
vouchfafes, and the providential means of 
improvement he puts in our power. Thefe 
are talents for which we juftly ftand ac+ 
countable to the all-gracious Donor; and 
the neglect of them cannot but be wrong 
in itfelf, and highly offenfive to Him. All 
voluntary error muft therefore be crimi- 
nal; criminal in the fame degree as it is 
voluntary ; and the guilt or malignity of 

it 
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itis in proportion to the power of avoid- 
ing it. . | ) Boy 

Some perfons may be:weak enough to 
prefer darknefs to light, when they are 
determined that their deeds fhall be eval; 
may choofe to avoid information and, in- 
ftruGtion, when they are refolved-to perfitt 
in their vices; and may. imagine, that 
their ignorance of duty will extenuate their 
tranfgreffion of it. But fuch ignorance, 
proceeding, not from an inability to find 
out their duty, but from a refolution not 
to feek it,—from a corrupt heart, and dif- 
honeft difpofition,—has in it all the eflence 
and guilt of fin. _ We may affirm, thatinot 
they only are prefumptuous finners, who 
at the very inftant of perpetrating wicked- 
nefs act in confcious oppofition to the will 
of Heaven; but. that they alfo are fuch, 
who are voluntarily negligent and remifs 
in) their, inquiries after Gon’s will; and 
choofe rather to be ignorant than informed 
of the rules he has laidy;down,—from a 


fufpicion, that thofe.rules might interrupt 


or difturb them. in their criminal purfuits, 


and. 
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and from a refolution to avoid and guard 
againft fuch interruption and difturbance.: 
3dly, As to commit an action, againft 
our own convictions of its guilt, is the 
higheft aggravation of fin; fo our confent 
to'an action, the lawfulnefs of which, af- 
ter deliberate confideration, appears fufpi-+ 
cious and doubtful, is in a lower degree'a 
-prefumptuous fin alfo; becaufe it is vo- 
_luntarily and knowingly complying with 
what we have reafon to apprehend may be 
criminal in itfelf, and difpleafing to Gon; 
Though the merciful Author of our being 
is not extreme to.mark what is done amifs 
by his creatures; though he makes: gra= 
cious allowances for defects, and compaf= 
fionates our frailties; yet purity of inten- 
tion, an honeft and good heart, is what he 
ftri@lly requires as the indifpenfable cons 
dition of his favour. And this purity of 
intention, this goodnefs of heart, will fhew 
itfelf in all cafes where the lawfulnefs of an 
action is doubtful, by adhering to that 
fide where our integrity will be moft fe- 
cure, and by avoiding doubtful and fuf+ 
pected, 
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pected, as much as evident and certain; 
guilt. Lay 
Having thus marked the general clini 
ters of fuch actions as deferve the fevere 
appellation of prefumptuaus fins, I {hall only 
obferve farther, that of prefumptuous fin- 
ners there are different ranks and degrees, 
which -it may not be 1 a briefly to 
mention. 

In the loweft and leaft culpable debmet 
are they who preferve in their minds a juft 
fenfe of the obligations of religion) and 
form the general courfe of their lives by 
its rules, and have virtue enough to refift 
frequent folicitations to guilt; buo yet on 
fome occafions, by the force of particular 


temptations, fuffer themfelves to be fedu- 


ced againft their own convictions.» Sach 
perfons are,’in'thofe particular inftances, 
prefumptuous finners; though, upon the 
whole, they deferve not the appellation of 
wicked,—as ‘their general behaviour’ has 
been right, and conformable to the’ pre- 
cepts of virtue. Yet, as they have done 
what they ought not to have done, and 

have 
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have in fome inftances ated. contrary to 
the laws of Gop, and the acknowledge- 
ments of their own hearts,—repentance 
and amendment are certainly neceflary in 
order to obtain forgivenefs. 

‘In the next and more guilty rank of pre- 
fumptuous finners, are to be placed thofe 
who have fome fenfe of duty, and, fome 
intention of obferving it; but yet their 
fenfe of duty is not vigorous and effectual 
enough to prevent their compliance with 
almoft every temptation that offers to cory 
rupt. them. : On every trial, whenever 
their religious integrity 1s put to the, teft, 
and on the only occafions wherein, they 
can evidence their fincerity, they give 
proofs only of the feeblenefs of their re= 
folution, and of their ineffectual, fenfe of 
religious principles, which,, whenever fer 
ducements invite, they are ee to rer 
nounce, 

In the higheft and moi Byignianh clafs 
of’ finners, are thofe who form, deliberate 
fchemes of guilt; who premeditate and 
; aia plans of wickednefs;..and, without 

being 
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being Jed into temptation, become theit 
own tempters, and fearch about. for op= 
portunities of iniquity, determined to lay 
hold on thofe that offer... 'To fuch it will 
be of little confequence, with regard to 
their guilt, whether they find, or not, the 
opportunities they feek.. For in the eye of 
Heaven, and of Juftice, guilt lies in the 
intention of guilt. He «who determines 
to commit.a crime when -occafion offers; 
commits it in his heart; and his previous 
deliberation greatly adds to the malignity 
of his fin. Men, indeed, cannot penetrate 
the inward intention ; human juttice can 
take no cognifance of the heart, and can 
judge of guilt only by appearances: but 
the all-feeing eye of Gop difcerns the in- 
ward intention, much. better than we can 
fee the outward adtion—and HE judges 
tthe heart. , | : 
May what has been now offered, pre- 
vail with us to enter into a ferious exami- 
mation of ourfelves, and make a {trict in- 
{pection into our lives and manners. . Have 
we been guilty of fins-of infirmity, (as 
what 
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_ what manvis hecthat liveth and finneth 
not) > let us not neglect to’ implore pardon 
and. forgivene{s ; and to this end, the re- 
pentance we exercife in our ufual devotions 
fhould feem to fuffice. Sins of infirmity 
are what the Pfalmift calls fecret fins; fuch 
as cannot all be particularly noted, nor re- 
membered ; and cannot therefore demand 
a particular, but only a general, repen= 
tance. ‘But with regard to prefumptuous 
fins, fins deliberately committed, commit- 
ted againft the conviction of: our own 
heart and confcience, which are ever re- 
curring to the mind, and which we can- 
“not, if we would, forget,—the deepeft 
contrition of foul, anda particular appli 
cation. to the throne of Mercy, are doubt- 
lefs abfolutely required. 
To avoid, as much as may’ be,’ all fin, 
whether of Infirmity or Prefumption,— 
let us, to the moft vigilant attention to our 
ways, add our conftant fupplications to 
Gop for his affifting grace; and let each 
of us addrefg him in the words of the 
Pfalmift;—Who' can tell how oft be ofend- 
eth? 
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eth? O cleanfe thou me from my fecret faults. 
Keep thy fervant alfo from prefumptuous fins, 
left they get the dominion over me; fo foall £ 
be undefiled, and innocent ‘sais the great of~ 
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.8oE.R:M ON oXVIIL 
On the Refurreétion. 


1 COR. vi. i4. 


God hath both raifed up the Lord, and will 
alfo raife up us by his own power. 


HE profpeét beyond this life, arid the 

ftate and condition of man after 

his defcent into the grave, and the diflo- 
lution of the body, has been a fpeculation 
which has amufed the ignorant, and per~ 
plexed the wife, in all ages of the world. 
Before the revelation of the Gofpel, the 
future exiftence of human nature was a 
difputable problem: the difquifitions of 
Vox. II. R philo- 
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philofophers terminated only in, diffident 
expectations ; and their conclufions were 
fuch as their withes, rather than conyic- 
tion, led. them to believe. 

Beyond the vifible boundary of death, 
what may be our doom; whither we {hall 
be conyeyed; through what fcenes we are 
to pafs, or for what duration we may 
exift ; whether we fhall, be capable of fen- 
fation when divefted of the body ; what 
the fpecific nature of the enjoyments al- 
lotted. us ;, what capacities and powers we 
may Sacets. or what we have to hope or 
fear,—no human fagacity or art could eyer 
difcover. It was all a region of uncertain- 
ty, a land of darknefs, from whence no 
departed f{pirit had ever returned to bring 
information,, Of the exiftence of, this ftate 
the: Heathen’ world, were doubeful, One 
of the, poets .of antiquity. ° * pathetically 
complains, that while the luminaries. of 
heaven, the fun and ftars, fet. and, rife 
_again; yet man, ,when, he defeends, in- 
.to the grave, finks down into. perpetual 
night, and fets, never to,rife:—and that 
~Mofchus. sare Ries while 
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“while the vegetable race, the plants and 
flowers of the field, fade and decay, and 
obtain a kind of refurrection in the {pring ; 

- yet the beft of human beings wither and 
~perith, without any profpect or Bae of 
~reftoration to life. 

But the Chriftian Revelation has diffi- 
pated the uncertainties with regard to a 
future ftate; and, by the refurrection of 
Curist from the dead, hath given us the 
ineftimable affurance, that the grave does 
not’ put a period to our being; that the 
‘foul is not to fleep in perpetual night ; 
that the end of life is but the beginning 
of immortality, and death no other than 
a new birth to another ftate of exiftence. 
~ As the refurrection of our blefled Lorp 
is the fureft foundation of our future 
hopes, I fhall obferve, 1/7, The credibility 
of that fa@; and, 2¢/y, The ‘confequent 
certainty of our own refurrection. 

I. Let us obferve the credibility of the 
refurreétion of our blefled Lorn. ~ As his 
refurrection was an event in its nature 
aftonithing, and important in its confe- 
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quences, it fhould feem to have been the 
care of the Supreme Wildom to eftablifh _ 
the credibility of it upon the firmeft foun- 
dation. It is not neceflary to collect the 
whole accumulative evidenceof our Lorp’s | 
refurre@tion, nor minutely to detail all 
the various circumftances that concur to 
illuftrate and confirm the truth of it: “Ie 
may fuffice to mention, that our Lorp, 
after he arofe from the dead, appeared 'to 
his difciples with this particular view, that 
they might teftify: this fact, and be pro~ 
per and unexceptionable ‘witnefles of it; 
thathe continued forty days fhewing bia 
felf alive after his paflion, by many infal- 
lible proofs; and, after feveral private ap~ 
pearances to his apoftles, was feensof above 
five hundred‘brethrem at onces ()o0o8 
The apoftles, we may obferve, cannot 
be charged with»credulity in the article 
of our Lorn’s refurreCtion:’ When he was 
betrayed, they all forfook -him,:and. fled; 
they were offended at the ignominy . of 
his: crucifixion ; ‘and all stheir ‘hopesiand. 
ae ores feem) to have expired !:with. 
their 
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their, MAsTER upon the crofs. The firtt 
accounts of his refurrection met with little 
credit among them; and. when he appear- 
ed. to» the apoftles.aflembled together, 
they were. terrified, fuppofing him to be 
a Spirit. 

True it 1s, our Lorp fhewed. himfelf 
not openly! to.all. the people, but to. wit- 
neffes chofen before of Gop; the reafon of 
which might be, (if we may be permitted 
to. aflign the reafons of the divine condu@), 
that Gop does) not im any inftance do all 
that he has power to do, but fo much only 
as to his wifdom: appears right and expe+ 
dient. He employs fuch’ means only as 
are in their nature fitted to produce con~ 
wiction, when attended to with an upright 
and honeft heart». That the Divine Brine 
may iawake all our: faculties, and. open 
our underftanding, fo as to compel an 
admifhion of thofe truths he is pleafed to 
reveal,—_and may convert every unbelic~ 
ver, in the fame miraculous and irrefifti- 
ble manner as he did St Paul,—is certain 
and -uncontefted : but it is not the ufual 
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method of his providence. He leaves us 
generally to the application of our intel 
leGual powers, and’ to that freedom’ of 
will which can alone conflitute the merit 
of religious faith or practice. ~'The wit- 
nefles of our Lorp’s refurreétion | were 
as numerous as the nature of the fact re- 
quired, and fuch as were moft capable of 
judging of the identity of his perfon. 
When ‘they afferted his refurredction, 
they aflerted a fact in which there*was no 
room for deception.’ They well knew his 
perfor, his features, his’ manner ; were 
admitted to familiar ‘converfe, that they 
might be fure they were not deceived by 
any aérial phantom, or illufive appearance. 
And ‘as/it is impoflible they thould ‘be 
themfelves deceived; it is equally incredi- 
ble that they fhould attempt an impofition 
on the world. For that they fhouldj:in 
direct oppofition to their own native pre- 
judices’ and evident interefts;—without any 
lucrative Views in this world, without any 
profpect of reward in the next,perfift to 
death in the atteftation of what they knew 


ta 
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to be a falfehood; and, for the fake of one 
who had deceived them, form a deliberate, 
concerted plan to expofe themfelves to the 
fevereft fufferings and tortures, to which 
all men have naturally. an infurmountable 
averfion,—is a fuppofition that cannot be 
admitted. with the leaft appearance of rea- 
fon..| For is it credible, that they could 
extinguifh in themfelves all the hopes and 
fears, the paflions, affections, and feelings, 
of human nature? that they could. diveft 
themfelves of the principle of {elf-prefer- 
vation ?that they-could enter, as it-were, 
into a confpiracy. againft. their, own -eafe, 
intere{t, and reputation? throw off all re- 
gard to.the happinefs or enjoyment of life; 
all care’ even for their own quiet and fe- 
curity ?. And for what? to meet ‘poverty 
and) perfecution, reproach and contempt, 
bonds, and imprifonments, fufferings and 
death, without any view of intereft pre- 
fent or future? To this they could have 
no conceivable temptation or inducement, 
according to all the principles or motives 
that are known, to influence or operate upon 

R 4 the 
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the human mind. On the contrary; .on the 
_fuppofition, of \Curist’s not being’! rifen, 
they muft have been fenfible that he was 
a deceiver; that the promifes and predidti- 
ons with which he had amufed them, had 
failed ; and that from him,, confequently, 
they could have no grounds of whe either 
here or hereafter. 

In fhort, that a salabetl of Preriay oe 
found, underftanding, and, honeft charac- 
ters, fhould unanimoufly combine to atteft 
and fupport a falfehood,: in \ eppofition'ta 
all their interefts and prejudices, —to every 
principle that can be fuppofed:to influence 
human actions, and at the hazard of every 
thing valuable and dear to men,+is abfo- 
lutely, unaccountable ;. and would -be: as 
aftonifhing, and as ftrictly miraculous, as. 
any interruption oar vielation of the com- 
mon courfe of nature. v 

\If we confider, further, the ssentBi tech 
of Heaven to the veracity of the apoftles, 
expreffed in the power conferred on them 
of performing miracles, {peaking in uthe 
language of all nations, and of healing 

all 
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all manner of difeafes; a teftimony fo cir- 
cumiftanced muft be concluded 'to carry in 
itvall the evidence that any diftant fact can 
poffibly be capable of ; and’ far fuperior 
to the proof of ‘any other fact recorded in 
ancient hiftory. No fingle fa& in all hif- 
tory is either fupported by fuch unexcep- 
tionable witnefles, or comes to us confirm- 
‘ed with fuch collateral and fubfequent 
evidence. We may be affured, therefore, 
that God bath raifed up the Lord, and will 
noite raife up us alfo by his own gr 
Which leads me, 
II, To inquire mto the certainty of our 
own refurrection. Before life’and immor- 
-tality were brought to light by the Gofpel, 
human nature could ill fuftain the melan~ 
choly refleGtion that its profpect might be 
clofed, and its exiftence determine in the 
grave; and that the evening of life might 
be fucceeded by a long, eternal night. 
The vulgar, therefore; fupported themfelves 
with fictions, the wife with uncertain hopes 
and conjectures of the foul’s immortality. 
But that the body fhould return from cor- 
ruption 
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ruption to/a reunion with the foul, was 
not expected by the wifeft:|. The Jews, 1t 
is true, might have fome conception of 
this, from the tranflation of Enoch and 
Elijah to heaven in their bodies ; and. from 
Job’s declaration of his aflurance, that in 
his flefh he fhould fee Gop. And indeed; 
as our Creator has thought fit, in our 
prefent ftate, to unite the foul to a corpore- 
al fubftance, this fhould feem to intimate, 
that the nature of the foul is fuch, that a 
body fuited to the ftate of its future exift- 
ence may be requifite to the due exertion 
of its powers, and that confequently there 
may bea refurrection of the body. : But 
the clear difcovery of this important truth 
was referved for the Author and Finifher 
of our faith., We are now aflured, that 
the hour is coming, when \all that are in the 
grave fhall hear the voice of the Son nee man, 

and fhall come forth. Red 
The refurrection of our Lorp is:an at- 
teftation from heaven, that, during his re- 
fidence upon earth, ‘he neither acted, pro- 
mifed,; nor taught, but in conformity. to 
: the 


Ser. 18.  Omthe Refurrettion 267 


the will of: Gon, with whofe authority he 
declared himfelf to be invefted.»’ And the 
reafon’ of this is clear, becaufe it is utterly 
irreconcileable with thofe ideas of the dit 
vine ‘attributes, which muft dire us in 
all our religious inquiries; and impoflible, 
therefore} to conceive; that the Gop of 
truth would either decree! or permit an 
evidence of fo high a nature to be given to 
any: perfon who had affumed a falfe cha-+ 
ratter in his name, or had taught, or acted; 
under’ that’ character, in’ a:smanner’ not 
agreeable to his will. 

If, therefore; Curist® sane and 
affirmed, that he would ‘raife* the dead; 
and, in proof of his affertion, fubdued. the 
powers of deatlhj and afcended from the 
grave; there can be no’“room to doubt, 
that what he hath accomplifhed in his own 
perfon, he will alfo fulfil:in us. If he 
verified his prediétion to'the Jews, Deroy 
this temple, and in three days’ I will build it 
up; i he reftored the temple of his own 
body, doubtlefs he can alfo rebuild: thefe 
earthly tenements of ours.’ He who rai- 

fed 
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fed up Jefus from the dead can alfo quick= 
en our mortal bodies; and in order to give 
us an affurance, that he will raife us up, 
the refurrection of CuRistT was made the 
promife and pledge of the arirenaginitee * 
the whole human {pecies. 

‘Nor let it be thought a thing: iaoreiihldd 
that Gop fhould raife the dead. For tho” 
the materials of our bodies fhould be dif- 
united and diffolved, mingled with duft, 
or evaporated into air, diffipated and dif-) 
perfed over the whole face of nature; yet) 
it is infinitely eafy to HIM, to whofe all+ 
comprehenfive mind all objects are at once: 
minutely and diftinGly ' prefented,:to\ re-) 
_ call, collect, and arrange, every atom; if: 
needful... Every the {malleft particle of 
matter, though loft and imperceptible ta’ 
us, is yet purfued by. his all-feeing eye 
through all its changes, and)by his hand: 
guided and conducted in its progrefé in all 
its various ftations. Hewho formed man* 
from duit, can queftionlefs re-animate the> 
fame duft... He who gave life, «can reftore | 
it ;vcan re-organife the {cattered atoms, if 

needful, 
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needful, and difpofe them in the {ame or- 
der as before. Peat 
How far, indeed, our Epis fhall. ie 
formed of precifely the {ame portions of 
matter they confifted of at the time of their 
diffolution, or at any other period of their: 
being, is a point that has not been reveal- 
ed, and’ cannot be determined. It ‘isa 
queftion of no moral import, fo long as: 
the mind is the: fame, which is all that 
concerns us.+ It may fuffice to all the 
purpofes of religion, to be informed, that: 
though we lie down in difhonour, we fhall 
be raifed in glory; ‘and that. our Saviour» 
Chrift will change thefe bodies, that they mag: 
be like unto bis glorious body, according to the 
mighty power whereby heis able to rile all: 
things to himfelfr | eY 
“What has been Sofexteede may fagget 
the following reflections. 5 9) | trl 
| aff, If our blefled Lorn, by his fects 
rection from the dead, has given us ftrong=. 
- er affurances than ever the world! had be~ 
fore of a future exiftence,—this may re-' 
concile us to death, and difarm thatJaft ad~ 
verfary 
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verfary ‘of his terrors. It will moderate 

and compofe: our fears, when we’ refle&, 

that though it is appomted unto mento 

die;—though the vital union between foul 
and-body mutt one day be diffolved, and 
-we muft defcend into the dark manfions 
of death ;—yet that we are not to be for 
ever imprifoned in thofe manfions, not to 

be extinguithed in the grave: that death 

tranflates us to a happier ftate of! being: 
that the feparation of the foul and body 

as only fora time ; and that, too, in order 
toa more perfect union, which {hall ne- 

ver be diflolved. All beyond the grave is 

no longer an unknown region, ‘a land of 
‘darknefs, or a ftate of ‘oblivion, where all 
our thoughts perith. We may now con- 
fider death, not only as a'fecure fanctuary, 

varfafe retreat from all the fears and) pains, 
the labours and forrows of: life,——but ‘as 
thevgate to immortality, the paflage ‘to 
glory, the avenue'to heaven: We arenow 
affured, that we fhall go whithersour Sa- 
‘viour and RepEEMER is gone before us ;__ 
-and that where he is, we fhall be alfo. \— 
| adly, 
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_ 2dly, If the awful day is approaching, 
when thee corruptible bodies fhall put on in- 
corruption, and thefe mortal fhall put on im- 
mortality; when the grave fhall. reftore its 
afhes, and the fea give up her dead;—how 
careful ought we to be, fo to conduc our- 
delves in this life, chat we may. be able to 
look beyond, it. without terror or: appre-~ 
henfion; that we may be prepared to meet 
our REDEEMER and JuDGE, and may have 
Aope) in that decifive hour which) deter- 
mines our everlafting ftate! I. doubt not 
but ‘all here prefent have hopes. with St 
Paul, that there will be a refurrection both 
of the juft andthe unjuft; may we all, 
with him, refolve’ to exercife ourfelves, 
therefore, to have always a confcience void 
of offence towards Gop and towards man. 

. Lafily, Let us reflect what bleffing and 
praife are due, how much we owe to the 
mercies of the Gop and Faruer of our 
Lord, Jesus Curist, whofe, kind provi- 
dence guards and protects us in life; for- 
fakes us not even in death; and has, in 
the refurrection of his Son, given us a 

pledge 


242 On the Refurreftion. Ser. 18. 


pledge and affurance of a future ftate of 
immortal happinefs. O may it be our firft, 
our daily and habitual cate, to render our~ 
felves fit objects of his favour, and not 
unworthy of fuch happinefs—by every 
expreflion of pious obedience; by a facred 
attention to every duty, every injunétion 
of the Saviour of mankind, who lived 
and died, and rofe again, for us; that in 
the laft day, when he’ fhall come again in 
his glorious Majefty to judge the world, 
we may be favoured with his approba-— 
tion, and be deemed worthy to enter into 
life eternal ! 


Say 
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i it naff rbley as. srw as Licth i in yous jive 
peaceably, with all men, 


HENEVER we look abroad into 

the world, and with a ferious eye 

furvey and contemplate the ftate and con- 
dition of human nature, we cannot, with- 
out the moft painful impreffions, reflec, 
how much human life is embittered, and 
its numerous afflictions multiplied and ag- 
pravated, by the cruel addition of the va- 
rious calamities which mankind inflict on 
each other :—calamities, not derived from 
Vou. II. S the 
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the neceflary condition of our being, not - 
from any immutable law of nature, not 
inflicted by Providence;—but voluntarily 
introduced by our own malignant paflions, 
in oppofition to the monitions and)pre- 
cepts of our CREATOR. 


If mankind would univer ally, attitin 
to the original plan of the great AUTHOR 
of their being, and fteadily. purfue thofe 
paths of virtue and benevolence which he 
has pointed out, and.in which’ he -has 
inftructed them to walk; if they would 
uniformly ac on the principles of, reli- 
gion, and become an holy fraternity, and 
every man. confider himfelf as brother, to 
every sman ;-—-how) great. an, abatement 
might be a in the forrows and mife-> 
ries of human. life! how, happily: impro- 
ved would be the ftate of mankind! how 
joyful. and pleafant to aflociate and dwell 
together, like brethren, in unity ! Meek- 
nef{s, moderation, and: equity, would then 
guard the fecurity, of sindividuals ;and 
yaftice, benevolence,’ mercy, and :other/fo- 
bras: viniaies, would snes the public tran= 


| quillity. 
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quillity. All the moft defirable advan= 
tages of civil life would be ‘fecured, and 
the natural effe@ of univerfal righteoufnefs 
would be univerfal peace. All the virtues 
would combine in a happy confederacy to’ 
promote the peace and tranguillity of hu- 
man nature, and to make earth refemble 
heaven in happinefs as in goodnefs. 

The' Gofpel is one continued leffon of 
all the virtues condticive to this end; and 
in’ almoft every page inftrudts us to “bé 
placable and meek, ‘candid and peaceful, 
benevolent and compaflionate. But how 
widely different from the precepts of Chrif= 
tianity are the manners of many who af- 
fume the name of Chriftians ! Inftead of 
cherifhing friendly difpofitions, and exert- 
ing themfelves in kind offices; how com- 
mon is/it' to fee them feize every opportu- 
nity of fomenting difcord, of offering or 
returning injuries, and of making that 
the entertainment of the heart, that hey 
to be moft difguftful to it ! 

In this difcourfe,hall confider the duty 
recommended in the text; and {hall offer 

S 2 fome 
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fome confiderations to engage your obfer- 
vance of it. — | | PL re 

I. In order, then, to promote or, pre~ 
ferve the amicable and. pacific fpirit) of 
“unity recommended in the text, it ought 
to be our habitual endeavour, to fupprefs 
or reftrict all thofe inclinations or paflions 
which would inflame our fenfe of injuries 5 
and. cherifh all fuch fentiments and. con- 
fiderations, as may recommend mildnefs, 
moderation, and harmony. We mutt be 
flow to take, and careful not to give, of- 
fence. We muft not take difguft where 
iio occafion is given; and where a flight 
one is offered, we muft make no difheulty 
‘to overlook it. We. mutt not fuffer our 
refentment to rife without a caufe, nor al- 
low it to be violent and intemperate even 
with one. And though this may lay us 
under a neceflity of fometimes departing 
from our Right, and of making conceffions 
which ftri@ Juftice: might not demand; 
yet, neverthelefs, a compliance: is requi- 
red from all who would live up to their 


| authinosduty, 
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duty, and a to the pacific pr ecepts 
of our divine Religion. - | 

Calmnefs, indeed, and moderation, in 
cafes where injuries. wound, and wrongs 
irritate; where nature prompts, and fafhi- 
on'and cuftom feem:in fome meafure to 
demand and to juftify refentment,—are, 
it muft be acknowledged, no eafy tafk. 
To blefs the tongue that calumniates, or 
the hand that {mites us, isa fevere reftraint 
to our paflions, a hard injunction to cor- 
rupt nature, But it is to be confidered, 
that’in fuch cafés we are not to liften to 
our paflions, but to duty ; we are not to 
confult fafhion, cuftom, or inclination, 
but religion. The precepts of the Gofpel 
equally forbid the offering, or returning, 
ofa wrong.  Dlefs them that curfe you, Lays 
our blefled Lorp ; pray for them which de- 
spnefals ufe yon, | 

‘oMany other precepts there are, of the 
fame import, enjoined by the authority of 
our Lorp, and enforced by his example ; 
which ought therefore to prevail with us, 


not to liften to the fuggeftions of pride, 
8 paflion, 
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paflion, cuftom, or any principle of falfe 
honour, which would diffuade us from the 
pacific virtues. 
» Some there are who would change thre . 
violation of the duty in the text folely up- 
on the firft agereffors; and think it may 
be lawful to return, though not to offer, an 
injury. But how vain were it to urge this 
‘duty, if fo eafy an evafion were left’ to 
malice and revenge? how vain to enjoin 
peace and union, if fo colourable a pretext 
were admitted for ftrife and diffenfion ? 
“For there are few that will acknowledge, 
or perhaps can perfuade themfelves, that 
their anger is unreafonable, and without a 
juft foundation. Even when, in their own 
opinion, their wrongs have received fatif- 
faction; when their paflions are cooled by 
reflection, and time has laid their refent- 
“ment afleep; yet they will be apt, in ge- 
neral, to juftify it; though they may pof- 
fibly be ingenuous enough to confefs, that 
it may have been carried too far: Some 
plead for a liberty of refenting and:retali- 
ating injuries which have been’fevere and 
oppre{- 
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oppreflive; though they are willing to cen- 
fure and condemn that refentment which 
rifes upon trivial occafions or,imaginary 
wrongs. But fince imaginary wrongs of- 
ten make as. deep, a wound, and. are ag 
painful,.as real ones, and are confidered as 
fuch;).and.as everyman aflumes a privi- 
lege, to judge for himfelf, and jto feel, the 
weight .of his own wrongs,—every man 
swould be-apt to interpret this diftinction 
in his own favour. 

_Befides, where is, the difficulty, jor ahane 
the virtue, of preferving our temper, or 
‘fupprefling our refentment, where no ex- 
ewaordinary occafions occur to difconcert 
‘or, difquiet us?, The teft of our virtue. is, 
when,others can) be, fo. far. forgetful of 
-themfelves. and their duty, as.to offend or 
injure us without caufe. If, upon. fuch 
_eccafions, we can forgive offences, and 
curb revenge, and forbear, repaying evil 
with evil,—fuch behaviour will fhew, that 
we pay a juft, regard, to the precepts, and 
authority of Religion. 

-IL-To engage our attention to this eae 

S 4 it 
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it, might be fuflicient to obferve, ‘that it is 
the beft prefervative of our own quiet and 
tranquillity, which can’ never dwell in the 
fame bofom with anger; malice, and’ re- 
fentment. Thefe are painful paflions, that 


~ diftort. the mind, and force it into the 


mott uneafy poftures.. But to bear no/ill- 
will, to be kindly affeCtioned, to ‘be ‘in 
friendfhip and at peace with the world 
and. with ourfelves,—is the moft defirable 
condition, the  pleafanteft) firuation; the 
eafieft attitude, of the foul. Happy the 
man, happy in himfelf, and amiable in the 
eye of the world, who thus conduéts hime 
felf ; whofe habitual obje@ it is to con 
tribute to the tranquillity, the fatisfaction; 
the happinefs, of all with whom ‘hé has 
connection, or. intercourfe; who regards 
others with. the fame eye of tendernefs 
with which he wifhes to be regarded by 
them}, is humble, humane, and peaceful; 
grants no indulgence to. unfriendly paf= 
fions, but is. always difpofed to cherith 
and exert kind affe@tions; and to! extend 
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them: to his feitid, his pa ci and all 
mankind. | i 

On the other hand, he bie is Hhoryes 
in, meditating: and) projecting fchemes of 
revenge, can have no quiet, no felf-enjoy+ 


ment, no peace of mind; but’ muft be 


unhappy, both when he forms his plan of 
revenge, and)carries it into ‘execution, and 
afterwards reflects wpon it. Providence 
has appointed, that both the devifing of 
mifchief,, and the reflection upon it after- 
wards, fhall be vexatious and ‘painful; 
and has wifely ordained, that’ whoever 
meditates again{t the peace of another, fhall 
in, the defign lofe his own. A tranfient 
gleam of pleafure may refult from accom- 
plifhing .our vindictive projects; but to 
a reafonable, confiderate mind; forbear- 
ance, patience, and forgivenefs, will af- 
ford.a, much more amiable and perma- 
nent fatisfaction.. The monuments of our 
kindnefs. are objects that we always with 
pleafure view and contemplate; but no- 
thing appears with more terror to our 
cool reflections, than the retrofpe& ot a 

life 


at 
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life- marked. with acts of) malice, crBey, 
and revenge. ties ssigaed 3d 
Difcord. and difaniren are in Sexiptire 
condemned, fometimes on account of the 
anhappy confequences they produce, jat 
other times on account of -the evil prin- 
ciples. from which’ they proceed. From 
whence come wars and fightings among you 2 
fays the apoftle; whence all thofe difaffec- 
tions. and enmities that divide. mankind? 
Come they not hence, even from your lufts? 
from intemperate. and. ungoverned. paf- 
fions?. Thefe, upon inquiry, will appear to 
be the true fource-of, divifions... Thea- 
varice of the covetous,.¢..g. and the info- 
lence of the proud, can hardly: fail to in- 
-volve them. in contentions}... Does any ore 
. interfere with: the intereft of the former, 
or offend the vanity of the latter? they are 
immediately in arms, and: confider all.as 
their enemies who ftand in the way of 
their favourite purfuit.. So alfo the re- 
fentful: man always) finds fuel- for refent- 
ment in the behaviour of others; and the 
malice of the envious makes him averfe to 
every 


Ser. 19. On Peace. | 283 


every one whofe fituation he: ~~ at to 
be happier than his own. 

“If thefe be the grounds and oboDGbih of 
‘diffenfions, they may point out the means 
of preferving unity and peace. To this 


end, let not paffion didtate to us the opi- 


nion we form of others: let us be can- 
‘did‘and equitable in our judgments: let us 
make allowances for temper and infirmity, 
‘and not impute the miftakes’ of inadver- 
tence to malice and deliberate defign. Im- 
poflible it often is to penetrate into all the 
circumftances which determine the nature 
of actions. Their outward appearances 
‘may lie before us: but ‘their internal 
fprings, the hidden purpofes,.the fecret 
intentions, and true motives of the heart, 
we cannot difcern; and after all our in- 
quiries, we mutt fit down with conjectures 
only. If, then, we can judge only by ap- 


pearances, which are often fallacious ; if 


the heart of man is infcrutable, except to 
him that made it,—we fhould permit can- 
dour and charity to plead in behalf of 
others, and fuggeft the moft favourable 

con- 


ae 
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conftruction of their actions. Such’a con- 
duét would not only be a proof of our in- 
clination to unity and peace, but would in 
fome meafure obtain its end, as it would 
prevent us from being too precipitate in 
condemning others, from yielding to the 
firft impulfes of paffion: it would give 
time to reafon and reflection to correct the 
wrong impreflions of a hafty furmife, and 
thus cut off many occafions of diffenfion: ° 
Another common fource of diffenfion is 
Pride, or a too high eftimation of ‘our 
rank, merit, or talents; and, what natu- 
rally accompanies it, too’ contemptuous 
ideas of others. This turn of mind ren- 
ders the proud man too affuming ; ‘prompts 
him to require more attention than others 
think he has a juft claim to; and expofés 
him to what he confiders as indignities 
and infults; which he eftimates always in 
proportion to the high value he fets upon 
himfelf; and the low opinion he forms of 
others.. Such occafions of diffenfion we 
fhould prevent, if we could be prevailed 
on not to think more highly of ourfelves 
than 
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than we ought.to think... We wiew our- 
felves with partial eyes, and are very im- 
proper, judges of our own merits or de- 
feéts; it is common to magnify the fors 
mer, and diminith the latter. Accurately 
to difcern, and impartially to decide upon , 
them, requires a mind more difengaged 
from. the prejudices and prepofleffions we 
naturally form in our own favour, than 
generally falls to the fhare of mankind, 
To judge with precifion of our own merit, 
is no.eafy tafk ; but to pref{ume upon too 
high an opinion of it, is evidently a weak- 
nefs. Were we able to correct this one 
weakneds, we fhould become more hum- . 
ble, moderate, and peaceful; we fhould 
not be difconcerted at every neglect of our 
prefumed merit, nor be at variance with 
thofe who differed from us in the eftimate 
we had made of ourfelves. . 

Thus, by judging of ourfelves ae mo 
ice and of others with, candour, we 
may. obviate many occafions of difcord 
and contention, and may preferve and pro- 


mote harmony and PAGE a duty to which, 
both 
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both as men and Chriftians, we ought to 
be attentive; for both wifdom and reli- 
gion, prudence and duty, concur in their 
exhortations to us, to live peaceably with 
all men, and to endeavour, as much as 
Gehe:s in us, to dwell together, like bre- 
thren, in unity. 


pe is, 
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On Contentment. 


1 Tim. vi. 6. 


Godlinefs with contentment is great gain. 


STHOUGH nothing is more certain, 
than that all earthly enjoyments are 
defective, and that neither nature nor 
Providence will permit us to pafs through 
life without a portion of that trouble to 
which we are born; yet equally certain it 
is, that we often abridge thofe enjoyments, 
and ‘add to that trouble, by habituating 
ourfelves to contemplate the dark fide 
only of our condition; by overlooking or 
under-rating what is in our power, point- 
ing 
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ing our view to objects outrof our reachs. 
and by an opinion, ‘which’ obfervation’ 
could not fail to refute, >that» the happi+ 
nefs of life confifteth in the abundance we: 
poflefs. 

To prevent the a ara confequent 
on this turn of mind, the duty: of Con- 
tentment recommended in the text is well 
worthy of our attention, and is of» all 
others. the moft -effential to our quiet. 
Other duties are enjoined, that we may be 
virtuous and good: Contentment is pre= 
{cribed to make us happy,—happy as our 
{tate will permit; to fupply the deficien- 
cies that muft occur; to be a fubftitute for - 
enjoyments that) will be always wanting!) 
Without this virtue, no; condition of life 
can be happy ; slit with it, none can be 
wretched. vicky puigtes at 

.' Invorder, then, :to fae our aes to. 
an acquieicence in that ftate; whatever it’ 
be, wherein the Supreme Disposer of all 
things has placed us; let it be obferved,) 
that as, by the original plan and appoint- 
ment of nas Creator, the talents, ‘fta- 

‘ / tions, 
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tions, and) powers, of mankind, are in+ 
finitely diverfified, hence muft neceflarily 
arife various fabordinations, various gra- 
dations of: pre-eminence and fuperiority 
in fome, and of dependence and fubjec« 
tion in. others. « And it may hence be in- 
ferred, ithat fuch diverfity appeared to the 
Supreme Wifdom to be moft conducive to 
the end he had in view,—the general good 
and well-being of his \creatures: for cer 
tainit) is, that in his government of the 
world, its well-being is the great obje& 
of his. adminiftration. | “If, then, Gon, in 
‘the arrangement of the various conditions 
and ftations of human life, has confulted 
the general fecurity and intereft: of: man- 
kind as a collective body,—it follows, that 
the condition of particular perfons, as ap- 
pointed by him, is-that which he fees to 
be expedient and neceflary, in fabordina- 
tion to'the good of the whole;—and ought 
therefore to be fubmitted to without com- 
plaint. ple an ies 
The condition Ke every Batiolis, as al- 
lotted by Providence, is certainly what the 
Vow. If, ‘8 Supreme 
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Supreme, Wifdom fees to be fit and expe> 
dient for him as an individual, as well as 
adapted to the general fyftem.- Our CRE- 
ator has doubtlefs the beft reafons for 
appointing our-ftate to be fuch as we find 
it. Be.our condition what it may, as far 
as it is the appointment of Providence; 
and not the effeét of own faulty conduct, 
our own iniquity, indolence, inattention, 
or imprudence,—it is fuch as we fhould 
defite, or fubmit to, if all things proper 
to be confidered could be taken into view. 
He who made and governs us is the Fa~ 
THER of his>creatures: he conducts all 
events in the wifeft methods, and for the 
beft purpofes ; and with fo particular an 
attention, that not a fparrow falls to the 
ground,—not the moft inconfiderable con- 
tingency can happen, —without the divine 

permiflion. | 
If, then, the world be are, fs vei 
perintendence of a Supreme GovERNoR, 
who is all-wife to difcern what. is fitteft 
and beft for us; and infinitely benevo- 
lent and powerful, to determine and €X€+ 
- cute 
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cute according to that difcernment ;—we 
may conclude, that all events that happen 
to us, and are not the refult of our own 
criminal or imprudent condué, are meant 
for our advantage, as they are the un- 
doubted appointments ‘of unbounded 
goodnefs and unerring wifdom. All his 
difpenfations, however fevere or partial 
in their prefent appearance, are, we may 
be affured, wife, and merciful, and good; 
and that it is our duty here, and will be 
our happinefs here or hereafter, to acqui- 
efce in his appointments, and pay him the 
homage of a willing fubmiffion. 

The world was, by fome of the ancients, 
with propriety enough compared to a 
theatre, on which mankind appear, and 
act different parts; but thofe, not fortui- 
toufly caft, but affigned by the Director 
of the univerfe, who beft knows the cha- 
racters in which it is proper for us to ap- 
pear. Our duty is, to acquiefce in what 
is allotted us; and our fole concern ought 
to be, to acquit ourfelves well in our ‘re- 
fpective parts, and fuftain well our charac- 


292 On. Contentment. Ser. 20. 


ter whilft we are upon this ftage of life. 
To behave otherwife, and be. diflatisfied 
with our lot, is to reproach the Wifdom 
that prefides over the theatre of nature; 
itis to forget that we are but of yefterday, 
and know nothing ; that. Gop 1s) infinite 
in knowledge and wifdom; that the plans 
of his Providence are far, far too extended 
and intricate for our limited powers to 
comprehend ; and that, as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, fo are his thoughts 
higher than our thoughts, and his ways 
than our ways. ) 

Let it be confidered, that to Gop we 
are under numberlefs, obligations, which 
we can never difcharge; that to him we 
are indebted for our, being, and all the 
bleffings confequent upon it, for which 
we can pay him no eguivalent ; that he is 
ever,conferring favours and mercies, whilft 
we are incapable of making any the {mall- 
eft return ; that he is good to all, kinder 
to the worft than the beft. of us deferve ; 
that therefore, though his gifts be, for 

wife and. good reafons, diftributed in un- 
| equal 
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équal portions, yet none ought, none can 
with juftice, obje& to the Donor; fince, 
be it more or lefs that is beftowed, it is 
all voluntary, unmerited favour. 

Every one, therefore, ought to be fatif= 
fied with his portion; and, inftead of re- 
pining at the more liberal allotments of 
others, fhould be grateful for his own, 
Shall we complain of that Berne to whom 
we owe all that we enjoy, merely becaufe 
hé has not incréafed our ftore, when, 
without injuftice,. he might have with- 
held even what he has given? Does it be= 
comets his dependents, who fubfift upon 
his alms, and poffefs nothing bat by fa- 
vour, to prefcribe the {tation or portion 
to be allotted us? No rian ean juftly fay 
to his MAKER, Why haft thou made me 
thus? Why is my rank fo thean, my’ ta- 
lents fo few, thy ftation fo inferior? Why, 
at this feaft of nature, to which I am in- 
troduced, muft I fit down and take a low- 
er place, whilft many others are bid to go 
tip higher? For fuch expoftulations there 
_ cant be no grounds; fince, for all that we 

| Me Saar have, 
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have, and al] we are, we are indebted to 
the munificence of our Maker; whofe 
undoubted prerogative itis, to affign to 
every creature in the univerfe his rank and 
ftation. 

The almoft sieges diverfity of fituations 
and conditions in which Gop has arran= 
ged mankind, is to be refolved only into 
his own fovereign wifdom, who may mete 
out his gratuitous bounty in what various 
meafures he thinks fit. ‘To his goodnefs 
we are indebted for our being, and for the 
{tation in being which we hold. But as 
it is no injury to man, that he was form- 
ed a little lower than the angels ; no im- 
jury to the brute creation, that they are 
denied the privilege of intelleCtual powers; 
—fo neither is injuftice done to one man, 
that he is made to differ from -another. 
Abundant reafon, indeed, we have to.pour 
out our daily gratitude to the AUTHOR of 
our being, for the various bleflings with 
which he has favoured us; but no juft 
-eaufe to be difcontented for want of what 
his wifdom has thought: fit to with-hold: 

P42 10g Friend, 
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Priend, I do thee no wrong, may our CRE- 
ATOR fay; 7s it not lawful for me. to do 
what I will with mine own? Is. thine eye 
evil, becaufe 1 am good? ‘ 
We may obferve, that the occafions of 
_ difcontent are often comparative only. We 
meafure our wants, not by our own necef= 
fities,, but by the abundance, which our 
neighbour poflefies ; and are unhappy, not 
fo much from the lowne{s of our own 
fituation, as from the elevation of. others, 
But: though the ‘conditions: .of . mankind 
maybe very various.and unequal, yet not 
{ovis their happinefs... The difference may 
‘be great in pomp, and thew, and. opii- 
on ; but in true enjoyment:they may be 
nearly ‘equal. Many there are, without 
any’ confiderable advantages of, fortune, 
-eafy and. contented; many who peflefs 
them all, difcontented and unhappy. They 
who gather much of the materials of en- 
joyment, have nothing over; many who 
gather little, feem to have no lack. There 
is great reafon to believe, that the real 
ewes, though not the apparent pro- 
T4 {perity, 


296 On Contentnient. Ser. 20% 


fperity;' of life, isdiftributed among the 
fons‘of men with a more equitable hand, 
and in more equal portions, than neghi- 
gent obfervers may imagine. For happi- 
nefs is fomething internal; it refides only 
in the:mind; and if we fearch for it elfe- 
where, we fhall never find it... 
- Laftly, If the caufes of difcontent fhould 
be, not comparative only, or imaginary; 
but real/affiGtions ; if even food and rai=- 
ment fhould be of difficult acquifition,— 
we may find fome confolation im reflec- 
ting, that this vale of life is but fhort; 
that beyond it there lie regions of blifs; 
were the divine goodnefs will confer 
abundant rewards upon patience and re- 
-fignation, and there amply compenfate the | 
evils we have fuftained. <Life is a vapour, 
that‘appeareth for a httle time; and: then. 
vanifheth away, and with it all our forrows 
and complaints for ever. ‘We ought on 
no occafion, therefore, to repine’ at the 
appointments of Providence: for if we 
mourn ‘now, we dhall be comforted here= 
after ; af wehere labour and are heavy 
iirisehrby nek laden, 
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laden, there we are fure to find. reft; if 
heavinefs fhould .endure for the night.of 
this life, joy cometh in the morning of 
the next. | 

Since, then, ‘ais what has been obfer- 
ved, it may appear, that .the AuTHOR of 
our being afligns to his creatures fuch 
powers, fuch a ftation or condition, as his: 
wifdom: fees to be accommodated to the 
general fyftem, as well as to individuals ; 
fince Gop may, without impeachment.of 
his goodnefs or juttice, diftribute his gifts 
in various portions, and we all enjoy more 
than’ we can claim. or! deferve;  fince, 
though the allotments of mankind are 
very different, yet the meafure of their 
. happinefs may. be nearly equal; fince the 
occafions of difcontent are often com- 
parative only, or imaginary, and, when 
real, can be but of fhort duration, and 
will be abundantly recompenfed hereafter; 
—we have juft grounds for fubmiflion 
and acquiefcence in all aie divine eon 
fations. 


Has, then; the Giver of all tae eal 
i difpenfed 
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difpenfed to:any of us his talents with a 
fparing hand? has he allotted us amore. 
{canty portion, inferior abilities, ora low= 
er {tation, than others?—inftead of perpe- 
tual, unavailing, and unjuftifiable difflatif- 
faction, let us apply with diligence to the 
improvement of thofe talents, and to the 
duties of that ftation. It is not fo confe- 
quential to our happinefs, what our ftation, 
what our condition is, as how we conduét 
ourfelves in it. The favour and approba- 
tion of our Lorp depend not upon the 
number of talents which we his ftewards 
have received, but upon our application 
and management of them. Let us, then, 
leave it to» him, to appoint. the talents 
we are to manage; let him difpenfe his 
bleflings, who alone knows what will 
prove a blefling to us; let him affign the 
poft we are to:ad@t in; let us be foli+ 
citous only to approve ourfelves to him 
in the:duties of it. . For be our truft great. 
or fmall, our fidelity in difcharging it. 
will meet with a fuitable approbation, ‘in 
that, ftate where the leaft will be adorned 

with 


4 
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with a glory greater far than the beft 
can deferve, or the higheit of us can com-= 
prehend. , 
Let us, then, recommend ourfelves to 
the favour of Gop, by a fubmiflive acqui- 
efcence in all his difpenfations.: Let us, 
with grateful complacency, accept what he 
beftows; and fubmit, with pious refigna- 
tion, to what he infli@ts. And as we are 
very infufficient judges of the means of 
our happinefs,—ignorant of what may 
hurt or profit us in the final event of 
things, and know not what to afk or what 
to pray for as we ought;—let us addrefs 
that all-gracious Beinc, who is the dif 
penfer of every thing that is good in itfelf, 
the fole, unerring difcerner of -what is 
good for us, and befeech him to give us 
thofe things that are good, though we 
afk them not; to refufe every thing that | 
is hurtful, though we fhould afk it; and 
to imprefs on our hearts fuch an un- 
reluGtant fubmiffion to his Wifdom, and 
fo unreferved a confidence in his Good- 
nefs, 
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nefs, as may ever incline us to acqui= 
efce, with pious complacency, in his pro- 
vidential appointments, and to believe that 
to be beft for us which Heaven is pleafed 
to allot. 


S E R- 
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Duty of Exemplary Manners. 


1 THESS. v. 22. 


Abfiain from all appearance of evil. 


HOUGH the Chriftian infticution is 
much more careful to provide for ~ 
integrity of heart and purity of intention; 
than for exterior behaviour and mere ap- 
pearances; though we are every where in 
Scripture taught, rather to approve our- 
felves to Gop and our own confcience, 
than to be anxious how we may ftand in 
the opinion of the world ;—yet, that prin- 
cipal end once fecured, a regard to our 


outward deportment is next required, not 
only 
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only as a matter of decency and prudence, - 


but of indifpenfable duty. 


We mutt be exemplary in our manners; 
and religioufly abftain, not only from the 
coramiflion, but even from the appearances, 
of guilt. We muft confider, not only the 
rectitude of our aCtions in our own fight, 
or ‘in the eye of Heaven; but we mutt 
reflect alfo in what light they may appear 
to the world. We muft not only obferve 
ftriG virtue ourfelves; but endeavour to 
jet that virtue be as influential as may be 
on the manners of others, and become, 
what our SAviourR called his Apoftles, the 
lights of the world’; and, in our refpective 
fpheres and ftations, to let the luftre and 
beauty of holinefs fhine forth“in our de- 
portment. We ought not to hide our 
virtue in obf{curity, nor be content with’a 
retired unobferved piety, nor confine and 
immerfe our religion within the clofet; 
but we fhould make it the companion of 
our converfation, as well as of our retire- 
ments,—and by our example endeavour to 


be= 


i-= 
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befriend and fupport its caufe, and preferve 
its due reputation. and efteem. 

Our conduct fhould not only be juft, 
but appear laudable; fuch as may both 
obtain the divine, and amerit human ap- 
probation, But be it obferved, we are 
not to make the defire of human approba- 
tion the leading motive or principle of our 
actions: for if human applaufe be indeed 
our only or ultimate aim, it will alfo be 
our chief or fole reward. Our Saviour 
exprefled uncommon feverity againtft thofe 
hypocrites who, when they gave alms; 
would found a trumpet to give public 
notice, and to afflemble a concourfe of 
people to be witnefles of their donations ; 
when they prayed, purpofely felected fuch 
places for their acts of devotion, as were 
moft in view; and, when they fafted, 
took care, by being of a fad countenance, 
to acquaint the world with their acts of 
penitence and aufterity. Thefe duties they 
performed from motives of vanity and 
oftentation, which ought to have pro- 
ceeded from a fuperior and better prin- 

ciple 
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ciple of piety. It was this oftentation,only 
that our SAviour reproved ;; for! he, re- 
quires us to let our light thine before,men, 
and enjoins an exemplary deportment, 
Some motives to which | fhall proceed to 
offer... | Sty! atodtien 

1, Every man, from the regard due,to 
his own reputation and character, ought 
to be exemplary in his behaviour; be- 
caufe, as the world can view only the ex- 
terior or furface of our actions, without 
being able to penetrate into their internal 
principles and fecret  {prings,—they..can 
form no other judgment of the intentions 
of the heart, than what; outward appear- 
ances fuggeft. The mere .appearance, 
therefore, of evil, may. be conftrued into. 
criminality, and give the fame wound:to 
the «character as. real guilt. » The only 
queftion here is,, Whether a wife and. good 
man, whofe proper bufinefs it is to ap= 
prove his conduct to Gop and. his own 
confcience, ought to fet fuch a value up- 
on reputation, or the opinion of the world, 
as to fuffer a regard for it-to influence and 

| determine 
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determine his actions: efpecially as repu= 
tation Has been often reprefénted by mo- 
ralifts: as a delufive, precarious, and vi+ 
fionary good ; obtained often without me= 
Fit, and loft without caufe; purchafed 
without defert, and beftowed without 
judgment? © 

But if we confider, that this defire of a 
good name was planted in the mind by the 
all-wife AuTHOR of our being, and that 
a tender concern for it is made néceflary 
by the original principles of our tiature,— 
we mit prefume, that 1¢ was not planted 
theré in vain ; we muft conclude; that this 
under-motive of action fhould indeed be 
governed and resulated by a fuperior prin- 
ciple, but not be fupprefled or extin= 
suifhed. Thé efteem of the wife and good 
is the moft laudable and generous of all 
teriporal inciteménts to a right behaviour ; 
and an infenfibility to fuch efteém will be 
apt to'terminate in an indifference to fuch 
actions as deferve it. 4 good name, fays 
Solomon, is rather to be chofen than great 
vithés. Both human and divine laws have 
Vow, IL. is ever 
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ever fet a high price upon it: and all thofe 
- precepts of religion which forbid calumny, 
defamation, and flander, prefuppofe' them 
to be evils; and that a good name has a 
real, and not merely an imaginary, value. 
In many cafes, fo much reputation 1s fo 
much power; not only reafons of pru- 
dence, therefore, but even duty, will-re- 
quire every man to guard his reputation, 
ashe would preferve his influence and 

ufefulnefs in the world: EG 
One cafe, indeed, there is, wherein we 
are to pay no regard to the opmion or 
efteem of the world; and that is, where 
our adherence to duty and integrity lays 
us open to detraction and’ reproach.) We 
are religioufly to obey the dictates of duty, 
though the confequences be cenfure, ‘ca- 
lumny, or contempt. For’ duty is too 
valuable a facrifice to be made to popular 
favour; and unmerited cenfure,' a burden — 
much lighter than guilt. For what are 
the miftaken reproaches of ‘an ill-judging 
multitude, to the fevere reproofs of an 
awakened confcience? or what’ the “ill- 
grounded, 
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grounded, fhort-lived difefteem of Men, 
to the juft and perpetual difpleafure of an 
offended Gop? Supported by confcious 
integrity, a. man may well bear up under » 
undeferved cenfure: but, on the other 
hand, if he is guilty, and- felf-convicted, 
no unmerited applaufe can acquit him to 
himfelf; and all his popular reputation 
will, even in his own eye, lofe its luftre 
rand value. 

But though we are not to court chet ap- 
probation of the: world: by mean ¢conde- 
{cenfions, or criminal. compliances ; yet 
the admonition inthe text implies that we 
fhould, by a. circumfpect and prudential 
‘conduct, let our virtues appear in their 
true light; and not in the likenefs, or 
with the features, of any refembling vice ; 
that our piety may not be miftaken for 


 chypocrify, our charity for oftentation, hu, . 


omility for meannefs, and the like.’ 

Such, indeed, it muft be acknowledged, 
is the infirmity and iniquity of mankind ; 
their judgments are fo often formed upon 


imperfect grounds ; their opinions fo often 
aby cr U2 dictated 
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dictated by their paflions; fo ready are 
they to build their own reputation upon 
the ruins of their neighbour’s ; fo defirous: 
to beftow indireé& praife upon themfelves, 
by detedting faults, indifcretions, or foibles, 
in others; fo confcious of defects, and fo 
willing, therefore, to reduce every one to 
their own level;—that the moft guarded - 
virtue cannot always avoid being muifap- 
prehended by the inadvertent, or mifre- 
prefented by the malevolent and envious. 
But though we cannot always avoid cen- 
fure; we muft do all we can, as the apoftle 
inftructs us, to cut off all occafion of cen- 
fure ; though it is not in our power to in- 
fure approbation, it ought to be our endea- 
“vour to deferve it. 3 
~ But; 2¢/y, Not only our own reputation, 
but the regard’ alfo that we ought to have 
for the glory of Gop, and the happinefs 
of our féellow-creatures, demands our com- 
pliance with the duty in the text. The 
glory of Gop is always to be confidered as 
terminating in the happinefs of ‘his crea- 
tures, | and not in any perfonal acquifition 
ee to 
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to HimsgLr. To promote his glory, is 
to promote thofe juft fentiments with re- 
gard to him, that reverence for his autho- 
rity, and that due efteem of his nature and 
perfections, which may engage mankind 
to revere and obey his laws, and, by fuch 
obedience, to acquire an equitable claim 
to an heavenly inheritance. His glory, 
therefore, will be belt promoted by an 
open, apparent, and exemplary obedience 
to his will. 

Our retired ads of piety and virtue are 
indeed expreflive of our perfonal reverence 
and fubmiffion to the Derry, and as fuch 
will be approved and accepted by HIM 
who feeth in fecret. But he requires alfo, 
that we would honour him before men ; 

and that our behaviour fhould manifeft to 
the world fuch an awful fenfe of his be- 
ing, providence, and perfections, as may 
incite others to honour him by the fame 
virtuous conduét, and may thus render 
us the happy inftruments of their future 
felicity. We ought not to be fo contract- 
od within ourfelves, as to centre all our 
U b care 
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care and concern in our own perfonal hap- 
pinefs. To fit down fatisfied with the 
perfuafion of having difcharged our own 
duty ; to acquiefce in our own righteouf- 
nefs, without regarding whether, or how 
much, virtue or vice, religion or wicked- 
nefs, prevail in the world,—is acting upon 
a marrow and imperfeé principle. Im- 
perfeét, indeed, muft be that virtue which 
feels no concern for the honour of Reli- 
gion, and the future ey of mankind ; 
narrow muft be that man’s heart, whith 
his own intereft, temporal or eternal, can 
fill. We ought, by an open and vilible 
attachment to duty, to exprefs our regard 
for the honour of Gop, and our inclina- 
tion to add to the virtue and to the “happi- 
ne{s of the world. . 

A good example is a me admoni- 
tion to goodnefs. It has a fecret influence 
on the manners of thofe who obferve it: 
_ it carries in it both inftruétion and encou- 
ragement ; equally directs and exhorts to 
duty : it admonifhes and corre@s with- 
out offence ; ams has in it all the utility, 


without 


) 
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weit the difeuftfulnefs, of reproof. 
To fee others, thofe particularly whom the 
world efteems, going before us in the 
paths of goodnefs, will naturally i invite us 
to purfue their fteps, and imitate their vir- 
tue. They whofe eminence and diftinc- 
tion ftamp fome kind of credit on their 
actions, and eftablifh in fome degree the 
fafhion in principles and manners, ought 
to, be particularly attentive to lend. their 
example to the fupport of religion and vir- 
tue. For they are as a city fet on an hill ; 
the eminence of their ftation fets them up 
to view; their manners are con{picuous, 
and will be obferved and copied : where- 
as virtue in the low vale of life, is, by its” 
fituation, {carce vifible, or can appear on- 

ly in a very limited circle. t 
It ought alfo to be confidered, that the 
vices of others are imputable to us when 
occafioned by our example. Where our 
conduét is criminal, its influence on others 
will be charged to our account, and will 
render us partakers and accomplices in 
their crimes. How far the contagion of 
U 4 our 
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our, manners extends; to, what vices, or 
to, what degrees of vice, our example may! 
have feduced or encouraged. orthers,—is- 
more, indeed, than we can fay; but. not 
more than we muf{t account for, .For 
though the influence of our vices upen 
the minds of others may not lie open:to’ 
human obfervation, yet the SEARCHER of 
hearts fees diftin@ly. the degrees of infec- 
tion communicated by an. evil example, 
and will adjuft our punifhment to the meas - 
fure of our guilt. lo bh a 
Be it then our ftudy, to be exemplary 
in our manners and deportment ; fince~ 
our own reputation, the glory of Gop, 
and the happinefS of others, as well. as 
our own, may in fome meafure’ be affec- 
ted by our behaviour. 53 
_ Let us not add the weight of our influ- 
ence to the feale of vice; let none have it 
in their power to plead our example in fa- 
vour of their guilt: Jet, rather; the purity, 
and fanctity of our manners be a gentle | 
reproof to the profligate and profane; let. 
our exemplary, and, as far as, in us lies, 
irreproachable condudt, be a filent, but 
con= 
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continued exhortation to goodnefs; let it 
be our uniform, unvaried aim, to retrieve 
the honour of religion, to give reputation 
to piety, and to excel in every grace and 
virtue that can adorn the moral, or com- 
plete the Chriftian character ; let Religion 
beinotjonly efteemed in fecret, but let us 
pay it public honour; Jet us not, like the 
Jewifh difciple, repair to our Lorp in pri- 
vate only, and by night; but let our life 
and manners publifh and proclaim our at- 
tachment and obedience:to him. 

Let us not only avoid whatever would 
be criminal in ourfelves, but endeavour, 
by: an exemplary conduct, to reform it 
in others. — For let us remember, that he 
whofe good example has made one con- 
vert to religion, by extirpating a vice, or” 
planting a virtue, inthe mind of another, 
has faved a foul alive, and provided for 
the everlafting felicity of an immortal | 
being. And they whofe examples have 
fhone forth, and turned many to righte- 
oufnefs, will themfelves be at laft reward- 
ed with a fuperior meafure of glory, and 


fhine as the ftars for ever and ever. 
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Peace of Mind the attendant on. 


Virtue. 


PSAL. xxxvu. 38. 


Keep innocency, and take beed unto the thing 


that 1s right ; for that fhall Laks Se a man 


peace at the ae 


ELIGION, though it enjoins uni- 
| verfal purity,—an uniform obe- 
dience to its laws,—and grants no licence 
to fin; does not yet require a total exemp- 
tion fa all fuch failings as {trict Juftice 
might pronounce faulty ;—does not ex- 


is pect 


Fr cnsas 
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pect in us fuch perfection as never to fuf- 
fer ourfelves to be furprifed into actions’ 
which, upon a review, may appear cen- 
furable. For if this were the duty, thefe 
the terms prefcribed by religion, who 
could comply, or live up to fuch unfin- 
ning purity? There is not a jyuft man that 
liveth upon the earth, and finneth not. 
Gop alone is abfolute, immutable holi- 
nefs. HE is indeed pure, unclouded light; 
and in HIM is no darknefs at all; no fhades 
or fpots in HIs nature. But the brighteft 
human virtue is fhaded with imperfec- 
tions, and blotted with» various defeAs. , 
Our Supreme Laweiver, therefore, does 
not expect abfolute perfection ; but accepts 
us upon the much lower condition of fin~ 
cerity, 7. ¢. of a predominant purpofe and 
inclination to obey him appearing in the 
habitual virtues of a good life. This is 
all the obedience that human frailty can 
pay, and all that the divine mercy exacts. 
This it is to keep innocence, and take heed 
to the thing that is right; and that this 
will bring peace to the mind, both in this 

. life 
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life and the next, is a doctrine which this 
difcourfe is meant to illuftrate. 

“Internal. peace is the natural doses 
quence, the genuine produce of innocence, 
and an attention to what is right. For 
fuch is the moral conftitution and frame 
of our nature, that we cannot with-hold 
our approbation when our conduct ap- 
pears right and conformable to the laws 
of our Maxer. The mind can never 
difapprove a good action, as fuch; though 
it may indeed difapprove the defects in 
our good actions, and thofe {pots and ble- 
mifhes that are too vifible in human cha- 
racters for confcience to overlook. Though 
fenfible of human frailty, and of the ftains 
that are to be found in the pureft virtue, 
it never refufes its congratulations,to wor- 
thy deeds, to honeft and benevolent dif- 
pofitions. Have we performed a good 
action? have we done juftly, or fhewn 
mercy? we need not fearch for laboured. 
arguments to juftify us to ourfelves ; for 
peace and complacency fpontaneouily 
fpring up from it, Let us but take care 

to 


‘ 
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to act in compliance with thé monitions 
of confcience; and it will diffufe a f{ere- 
nity over the mind, which nothing elfe ~ 
_ can give, and no external accidents can 
take away. Then, whatever ftorms may 
arife from without, even in the fevereft 
feafons of adverfity, we fhall find a calm 
within ; we fhall find a fenfe of fecurity 
and confidence in our own breait, 

The happinefs, indeed, of men,—of in» 
telle€tual beings, who have reflection and 
confcience,—muft confift in .conduding 
themfelves fo, that RefleGtion and Confci-~ 
ence, thofe: bett of friends, but moft im~ 
placable of enemies, may not be armed 
againft them. It is not power, wealth, 
reputation, honour,—it is not any thing 
external,—that can Bive reft, and -eftablith 
peace in the foul.” As “long as we are 
reafonable creatures, Reafon, whether we 
will or not, will be chiefly inftrumental 
in our ill or well being. Do we act rea- 
fonably and virtuoufly ?’ Reafon or Con- 
f{cience will be our bofom-friend, and we 
‘hay be happy. If we adi unreafonably 
Ait. a 
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or criminally, Confcience, »which can ne- 
ver be reconciled. to ‘crimes, - will be-our 
internal enemy, and we muft be wretched. 
., And indeed nothing can make us fo ab- 
folutely wretched, or- give us fuch a total 
difrelifh.of our being, as~ that. felf-re- 
proach which is the confequence of con- 
fcious guilt. ‘This will indeed, penetrate 
the foul, and wound. the; {pirit, and fill 
the mind ‘with anguifh, and. the counte- 
nance with confufion. It had this effect 
upon Cain, after fhedding -his brother’s 
blood : And the Lord faid unto Cain, Why 
art thou-wroth ?. and why is thy. countenance 
Jallen? . 

When a man’s actions are. at variance 
with. his,,judgment,. and. he lives in con- 
tradiction not only. to, the, laws. of, Gop, 
but to the di@ates and acknowledgments 

of his own breaft; when: he is. at, once 
under the dominion of his paflions, |and 
the: reproach, of his -reafon ;—-how, is ;it 
poflible he fhould. be fatisfied-.with him- 
felf, or evert‘know. the,pleafure of one 
Sates hour? What.can’ be: more 
painful 
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painful than to be felf-accufed,—to be an 
involuntary witnefs againft himfelf, and 
to’ be convicted as a criminal by his own 
fentence? Far from enjoying the pleafing 
gratulations of a good confcience, or feel- 
ing any degree of felf-complacency; dif- - 
turbed imaginations, bitter reflections, 
and' fecret remorfe, will prey upon his 
mind: Lhere is no peace, faith the prophet, 
to the wicked. Guilt has no refting place; 
has not where to lay its head im fecurity; 
can find no fanctuary from its fears, no 
‘refuge from its own reproaches. The 
guilty mind is like a defolate and bar- 
ren waite, over-run with noxious) and 
banefal weeds, ‘exhibiting ‘a deformed and 
melancholy fcene,: without a: fingle ‘object 
to invite or entertain the eye. But, on 
the other ‘hand, the ‘religious’ and ‘good 
‘man; by a conftant attention ‘to the moral 
culture and improvement of the foul, by 
planting in it all the virtues,-and produ- 
cing the various fruits of goodnefs, ad- 
orns and embellifhes his mind; {o that, 
to the eye of Reflection, it prefents the 
sth) happieft 
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happieft' and moft: délightfal' profpedct that 
art or nature ‘¢an/furnith:' When we aré 
confcious that we do what we ought) ‘and’ 
ate what duty requires ts''t0 be, as* far’ 
as huinan ‘frailty will perrhit; when we — 
thus find all right at home! in our owl! 
breaft,—we have then the enjoyment of 
our beitie, and the mind isin’ a placid’ ahd’ 
healthful ftate.' For ‘virtue “is indeed’ to 
the foul; what Kealth'is to ‘thé body; and 
all vices are its difeafes. “When Religion 
is the principle of our actions, and We res 
gulate our manners and the temper of our 

‘fouls by its jain pico. the pact is ih 
health arid cafe.’ 

But if, rejecting its falutary ’ Geidae? 
tions, we fuffet ourfélves to be tainted by 
any vitious infedtion,—we creaté to 6ur 
felves conftant oceafions of pain and an- 
guith. ” And nothing but! the’ variety of 

-objeéts, amufements, and pleafures, which 
attract attention, “and fupply entertain= 
ment, can prevent the angwifh and pain 
which the wicked man would feel were’ 
” ng eat to reflect on his conduct. The 

' ferious 
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ferious refleCtion, upon guilt is painful; 
and moral evil is attended with difquiet~ 
ing reflections, juft as natural evil is with 
uneafy fenfations. omy 

The Auruor of our nature has ap- 
pointed painful impreflions to be made on 
the mind, or the body, whenever we do 
whatjis injurious to the health of the one, 
or to the virtue of the other.. And. as evil 
actions torture the mind with its own re- 
fleQions; fo good actions impart dgre¢é- 
able perceptions to the foul, and every 
recolleCtion of them repeats the pleafure. 
And. what confideration can more effetu- 
ally invite and animate us to duty, than 
to refleGt, that the fenfe and memory of 
it will always bring pleafure to the mind? 
fo that, with whatever reluctance we en- 
ter upon the practice of virtue, we are 
fure of peace and complacency, fure. of 
no occafion of inquietude in looking back 
upon it. For does the confcioufnefs of 
having been honeft, faithful, benevolent, 
or charitable, ever excite in us any forrow- 
ful fentiments of repentance? Did ever 

Vou. Il, X the 
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the recollection of our virtue fix a, painful 
{ting,in the mind ? Who, ever felt any, fe- 
cret remorfe for having done juftly, loved 
mercy, or walked humbly with his Gob?., 
Perform. your duty. faithfully ‘to your 
CreatTor.and your fellow-creatures, and 
the memory of it will be always, pleafing ; 
will fupply an entertainment that never 
fatiates. Is there trouble in any good ac- 
tion we do? the trouble. is foon over, but 
the pleafure of it is a perpetual feaft.. “De 
we find pleafure in a criminal action 2) itis 
tranfient and fhort-lived; but the anguifh 
which fucceeds is a worm: that never dies. 
ft is an incontefted truth, that the practice 
of virtue is the practice recommended and 
approved by our Reafon,—by that princi- 
ple which..was. given us by our CREATOR 
to. fuperintend and regulate our conduc. 
To Virtue we are conftantly directed. by 
‘ferious confideration; are attended init with 

the fecret Aap See of our own mind; 
and after it, entertained with the plnaiores 
of reflection, On the contrary, to. Vice 
we are never prompted .by ferious confi- 
ra der- 
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deration; never, never led by the counfels 
of reafon and judgment; but are accom- 
panied in it by frequent accufations of our 
own heart, and purfued after it by the re- 
proaches of a woundéd confeience. 

True it is, in the prefent ftate’ of our 
being, the joy of a felf-gratulating, and 
the torture of a ‘felf-reproaching mind, 
are in a great meafuré diverted and abated 
by various caufés; by the numerous cares, 
avocations, employments, and amufements 
of life: But when life comes to a conclu 
fion, and thofe avocations and amufements 
are no more ; when Death clofes the {cene, 
and diffolvés ied union of body and mind, 
“the mind ‘will probably be more alive 
to €véry impfreffion, and its fenfibility be+ 
comé much more exquifite and perfea; 
when it is no longer clopeed ahd encum= 
bered with the body; and the joys and 
forrows of confcience may be felt in a 
much higher degree than we are now able 
to conceive. But even now experience 
convinces fomé, a careful attention might 
convince all,~—that the one is the higheft 

X 2 hap= 
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happinefs, the other the feverett miferyy 
of our nature; that no affliction can be 
fo ill fupported as the anguifh of a guilty 
mind, no pleafure equal to that of inno- 
cence and a good confcience. | 

But further: The internal peace which 
the good man enjoys, receives a great 
addition from this confidesation, that his 
innocence muft bring him peace at the 
laft; that his integrity cannot fail to pro- 

-cure him, what nothing elfe can procure, 
the approbation and favour of that Su- 
preme Brinc, who loveth righteoufnefs,” 
and whofe countenance will behold the © 
upright. The oppofition is not greater 
between light and darknefs; than between . 
virtue and vice. ‘Fhe one is in its nature 
right, good; and amiable; the other of 
effential malignity, the object of detefta- 
tion. Refentment and indignation are the 
juft wages of iniquity ; approbation and 
favour are naturally due to virtue. 

_» And certain ‘it is, that the infinitely 
righteous GoOvERNOR. of the world, the 
JuncE of all the earth, will do right, and 

. act 
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act in conformity to thofe diftin@ions that 


have an immoveable foundation in nature. 
Certain itis, that he will exprefs his ap- 
probation of the one by proper rewards, 
and his difpleafure at the other by juft 
punifhments. For what is this but ating 
according to reafon, and rectitude? and 
what may, confequently, be expected from 
urM who is Infinite Reafon ; whofe counte- 
nance cannot behold iniquity without in- 
dignation, nor the upright without favour? 


- Tt is his irreverfible decree, a decree as 


‘immutable as the nature of good and evil, 


as immutable as his own nature and per~ 
fections,—that finners fhall receive thejuft 
wages of fin, and good men the reward of 
their labours, if not in this life, moft cer- 
tainly in another. 

. The fcene of retribution, indeed, 


‘not laid in this world; though even here 


virtue does not always languifh unobfer- 


ved and neglected. An invifible Provi- 


dence often attends the fteps of the righ- 
teous, and conducts them in the paths of 


profperity and fuccefs. But though the 
& 3 place 
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practice of virtue is often profitable, al- 
ways fatisfactory, in this life; though it 
bring along with it various prefent’ blef- 
fings and rewards ;—yet it infures to us 
infinitely more and greater in reverfion, 
Virtue can look forward. to futurity with 
confidence, and has the higheft pleafure 
in hoping and believing, that as certainly 
as there is an infinitely good Bernc, who 
governs the world; as certainly as he 
formed us capable of difcerning the dif 
tunctions of good and evil; as certainly as 
he made us intelleétual and: accountable 
beings; and as certainly as there is a fu- 
ture ftate to fucceed this fhort, tranfitory: 
{cene ;—fo certainly will the favour of 
Gop, and all the proper expreffions of i it, 
be hereafter the reward of the virtuous 
and the good. And from the firm hope 
and expectation of this future reward) 
this happinefé in reverfion, it is, that reli= 
gious minds derive their principal enjoy= 
ment. This is their hope, their refuge, 
their ear eaton and a Ubon that heigh= 

. “tens 
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tens and improves every pleafure, and fof- 
tens and alleviates every misfortune. 

If religion opened to our view no pro= 
{pect of immortality, made no provifiom 
for us hereafter, and took no care of us 
beyond the grave ; though its duties would 
be. ftill in their nature right, and good, 
and, amiable, preferable far to vice and. 
guilt; yet it would undoubtedly come lefs 
recommended, and have an inferior claim 
to our regard... But) fince we are aflured. 
of another life to fucceed the prefent, and, 
of an exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
ry init, promifed to our obedience,—what 
does reafon tell us ought to be the firft ob- 
ject of our care? What is the one thing 
necdful, but to fecure, by our obedience, 
a claim to this heavenly inheritance ?. Vir- 
tue, comes not only attended with tran~’ 
quillity of mind, which is the principal 
fatisfaction of life; with the favour of 
Gop, which is better than life;—but alfo 
infures to us eternal life and felicity here- 
after. It brings with it comfortable re- 
fle@ions, and fets before us the moft agree-_ 

X 4 able 
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able profpects. It is pleafing in the ad, 
delightful in recolleétion, happy in. its 
expeCtations. Keep i innocency, then, and 
take heed to the thing that is right; for 
that, and that alone, can bring us ace 
both now and at the latt, 
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Methods by which Gop has revealed 
his Will to Mankind. 


1 TIM. il. 4. 


Who wnll have all men to be faved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 


‘BF we have upon our mind a ferious con- 
viction of the exiftence of a Gop, 

the Author and Governor of univerfal 
nature; and if we believe, that, this life 
ended, we fhall enter into a more impor- 
tant ftate of being, wherein divine juftice 
will allot rewards, or inflictions, fuited to 
our behaviour here on earth ;—we cannot 
but find ourfelves infinitely concerned to 
obtain the approbation of the Supreme AR~ 
BITER 
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BITER of our fate ; and, confequently, to 
apply our whole care and attention to dif- 
cover what is his will,- what,;conducét will 
recommend to his favour, and what will 
render us objects of his difpleafure. 

And in this refpect we are not left to 
wander in darknefs and uncertainty... As 
Gop has a fovereign claim to the obedi- 
ence of his creatures, fo has he fufficiently 
inftructed us in the nature of the obedi- 
ence he expects ; for, as the apoftle: ex-: 
preffes it in the text, he would have: all 
men to be faved, and to: come to: the know- 
ledge of the truth. . 

Let us therefore inquire, by what me- 
thods Gop has communicated: to mankind 
the knowledge of his will, andof the du- 
ties he requires from them. 

The ALtmicuty does not indeed: appear 
in a vifible form: and: majefty to his crea= 
tures, to announce: to them. their various 
duties ; nor does he communicate his in= 
ftructions by an audible and: awful: voice 
from heaven: but the: fame’ information, 
the fame inftructions,, are. delivered: in a 

way 
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way and manner that do not interfere witlx 
moral liberty. He fpeaks torus in the 
language of nature; he reveals his will im 
the ftill voice of reafon; in the diétates of 
confcience, by which we are taught good: 
and: evil; and» have as evident a perception 
of the diftinCtion between virtue and vice; 
between duty and tranfgreflion; as the eye 
has of the beauty or deformity of ob= 
jeéts of fight, or of the difference, be~ 
tween light and darknefs. When we are 
by: nature taught the difference of good! 
and evil, and our various moral duties,—= 
who is it but the Auruor of nature that’ 
teaches: and: inftrudts us? If he has fo 
framed the mind, that fome actions, by: 
his appointment, neceflarily appear to us: 
right, and amiable, and worthy of: re= 
ward; others wrong, and hateful, and 
deferving of punifhment ;—this is equi- 
valent to a declaration of Him who made: 
us, that we ought to purfue the one, and. 
avoid the other: that he approves, and. 
will reward, the former; and difapproves, 
and will punith, the latter. If we are by 

nature 
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nature uniformly led to annex the ideas of 
propriety, fitnefs, and rectitude, to certain 
actions,—it is a clear intimation from the 

Auruor of our being, that fuch actions 

have his approbation. 

. The Divine Goodnefs has thus made 
his laws fufficiently clear to all who are 
bound to obey them : and the promulga- 
tion of his laws, we may obferve, is the 

‘completeft that can be wifhed or imagined ; 
for it is not made, like that of human 
laws, once perhaps in a folemn manner, 
at fome public place, on fome particular 
occafion; but it is made and repeated, 
conftantly and perpetually, by the voice 
of Nature, which every one muft hear ; 
and infcribed on every .man’s heart, in 
characters which he cannot but under- 
ftand. Of this law we may juftly indeed 
fay, that 2 2s not hidden from us, neither is 
it far off: it 1s not in heaven, that we /bould 
fa, Who feall go up for us to heaven, and 
bring it unto us? but it is very nigh unto us, 
in our mouth, and in our heart, that v qwe may 

do it. 3 
The 
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The moral principle in us, whether we 
call it confcience, reafon, or moral fenfe ; 
whether we confider it as a perception ae 
the underftanding, or a fentiment of the 
heart, or, what feems neareft the truth, 
as including both ;—this moral faculty _ 
points out, in moft cafes, the rightnefs or 
iniquity of actions, in’fo confpicuous and 
clear a light, that the moft ignorant per- 
ceive it, without any previous application 
or inftruction ; and generally apprehend 
what is right or wrong, moral or immoral, 
in common behaviour, as clearly and dif- 
tinctly as they perceive the difference be- 
tween truth and falfehood in the moft ob- 
vious propofitions. Nature, that gave us 
corporeal organs to diftinguith light and 
darknefs, gave us alfo an intellectual eye, 
a moral power, to difcern, with equal 
readinefs and facility, right and wrong, 
good and evil. 

- This direting principle in us could be 
given with no other intention, than to ferve . 
as a Jantern unto our feet, and a light un- 


to our paths; to fhew us what courfe of 
> ae action 
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action we ought to purfue; and what ‘ér- 
rors we fhould avoid. And'‘as the law in 
our hearts ‘was infcribed there by the hand 
of our Creator; fo, in order'to make it 
ftill more evidently appear that he expects 
and requires our obedience ‘to 'this law, 
he has enforced it by natural fanctiovis, by 
internal rewards or punifhments which are 
_naturally confequent on the cbfervance or 
violation of it. For he has fo framed and 
conftituted the human mind, that when= 
ever we reflect upon our moral behaviour, 
fuch refle@tion is neceffarily accompanied 
with a pleafing or a painful confciouffefs: 
He has annexed an infeparable fenfe’ of 
fecurity and good defert to good actions, 
and of ill-defert*and danger to’ bad ‘ones. 
An odious’ perception of guilt, ‘felf-re- 
proach, and fecret apprehenfions of the di+ 
vine difpleafure, are the internal confe+ 
quences of fin; and ferenity, gladnefs of 
heart, felf-enjoyment, and a'confidence in 
the divine favour, are the fure attendants 
on virtue, and arethus the natural fan@ions 
of the law of our nature;——clear indica= 

, tions 


Ser. 23. Gon bas revealed his Will. 3.44 


tions of the divine approbation of. virtue, 
and. difapprobation of vice; and amount to 
a declaration, that it is the will of the 
AurHor of our being, that we fhould pur- 
fue the former, and avoid the latter... The 
book of nature, then;—that book, which 
lies open to all the world, is publifhed in 
all. nations, ,written in all languages, in- 
telligible to all, people;—that is our firft 
revelation, and inthe volume of that book 
we may plainly read the will.of Gon, 
But, 2d, Though this. book of nature, 
this volume of the law of reafon, in many 
nations, and for. many ages, fupplied the 
place of other laws; yet God did not leave 
all mankind to the, fuggeftions of nature 
or. reafon alone, but, from the beginning, 
communicated. occafional revelations to 
fome felect perfons in the firft ages of the 
world, when reafon may be fuppofed to 
have been. lefs, cultivated and improved, 
and. confequently to have ftood in greater 
need of revealed inflructions. He gave 
afterwards a law to the people of Ifrael, 
and out of heaven. made. them to hear his 
ey voice, 


336 Methods by which Ser. 234 


voice, that he might mftruct them. This. 
law was not indeed, like the law of reafon, 
univerfal and obligatory to all mankind ; ’ 
but was in its nature and defign a muni- 
cipal law and conftitution, for the govern- 
ing of one particular nation and people, 
‘who were, by civil and _religious inftitu- 
tions, feparated from all people upon the 
face of the earth, and in a great meafure 
excluded from the commerce and conver-_ 
fation of other nations. Part of their 
Jaw was adapted to their genius and_pre-. 
judices, and particularly to their incli=, 
nation for a pompous, exterior. worfhip. 
Gop afterwards fent_a fucceflion of in-. 
{pired prophets, to reprove and correét the 
degeneracy of his people, to, preferve the 
purity. of religion, and efpecially to teach 
and inculcate the fuperior excellence and 
importance of moral virtue, then fap-_ 
planted by external obfervances. 

The intention of our all-gracious Cre- 
ATOR in thus revealing himfelf at fundry 
times to his cr eatures, was, doubtlefs, 
that they might know and obey him, and 

__ be 
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be made happy by fuch knowledge and. 
obedience. And ftill further to effe@tuate 
this merciful intention; he fent the Sa- 
viour of the world, with the laft, the 
moft authoritative and perfeét revelation 
of his will; not to one nation or people 
only, like the Mofaic law,—but to all 
peoples, nations, and languages. Gop. 
had indeed given his ftatutes and ordi- 
nances untolfrael; but he had not dealt 
fo with any other nation, nor had the 
Heathen knowledge of his revealed will. 
But our Saviour CurisT came, not only 
to fulfil the Jewifh law, but alfo to be a 
light to lighten the Genkitee | 

‘The law of nature, which was origi- 
nally, indeed, infcribed upon the heart 
of man, but was become much corrupted 
and defaced, and almoft obliterated, by 
error aiid fuperftition, our bleffed Savi- 
our, by his advent into the world, re- 
publifhed, reftored in its. genuine purity, 
confirmed with new authority, illuftrated. 
with new light, and enforced with new 
fanétions. He taught the pureft morality 

“Wor. II. ve in 
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in all.its juft extent;.gave us.a complete 
and perfe@ law and rule of Jife ;. fixed our 
duty, and made it mere ‘plain and certain 
than either the Jaw of nature or the 
Jewifh inftitution had done before. His 
whole fyftem was committed to..writing, 
in a language at that. time the moft uni- 
verfally underftood of any in the world ; 
by which means this facred treafure of 
wifdom has been tranfimitted to-us;—and 
mankind are thereby continually inform- 
ed,. reminded, and exhorted to the, prac- 

tice of their duty. | pelts 
From what has-been ofkied: We may 
obferve, firft, the extenfive goodnefs and 
affection of the Supreme Brine ,to-us his 
creatures, in the various provifions he has 
made to lead us to the knowledge,.and 
practice of duty, and to the enjoyment of 
that felicity which refults fromit., Every 
part, indeed, of the divine conduct, to- 
wards mankind, bears the moft evident 
fignatures of his attention to thew happi- 
nefs. . Thefe are vitible in the whole con- 
flitution: of Nature, and in all the difpen- 
fations 


¢ 
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fations of Providence, even thofe which 
regard only. our ‘temporal convenience 
‘and exterior condition ; but the moft va- 
luable expreflions of his goodnefs are thofe 
which relate to the future, eternal in- 
terefts of our Souls. Such is that moral 
faculty which he has formed within us,— 
that candle of the Lorp which he hath 
lighted up in every human mind, to fhew 
us the paths of virtue and happinefs ;\ and 
fuch alfo is that’ additional greater light 
afforded by Revelation. 

Thefe are clear indications df: his pa- 
ternal regard and affection to men, his 
creatures and children ; and muft wipe off 
that injurious imputation which fome 
would fix upon him, who think, that he 
predeftinated a great part of mankind to 
‘inevitable mifery ; and therefore excluded 
them from all light of information, and 
fhut them up in a ftate of unavoidable 
darknefs: and ignorance. Highly injuri- 
ous is ‘this opinion to the honour of “im 
whofe mercies are over all his works;:who 


would “have all men to ‘be faved, and 
2 whofe 
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whofe efpecial care it doubtlefs is, to con- 
duct the moral and intelleétual part of his 
creation to that ftate of perfection and fe- 
licity for which he defigned and framed 
them. He is the Saviour of all men, even 
of thofe to whom he has not communi- 
cated his infpired inftrudtions; as he has 
lighted up fo much knowledge im their 
minds, and given them fo many natural 
notices of their duty, as, if properly at- 
tended to, would lead them to the end of 
religion ; and did.in fact enable fome of 
the Heathen world to make a: confiderable 
progrefs in moral: goodnefs, which Gop 
will undoubtedly acknowledge with fuit- 
able diftinctions of glory. 


Laftly, If Gop has: affifted ‘Chriftians 
particularly with fuch various means. of 
religious: inftruction, and has revealed: to 
us the knowledge of his will, both by the 
light of mature and of the gofpel;. it 
highly concerns us ferioufly to refle& up- 
on our obligations to conform:to his will, 
and to live up to that knowledge of it 

13 which 
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which he has vouchfafed to communicate 
to us. fs 
Gop has entirely deprived ‘our: fins of 
the plea of ignorance; for, under the light 
of Revelation, added to that of Nature, 
ignorance cannot but be voluntary, and 
mutt itfelf be a crime which can admit of 
no.extenuation. Let us confider, that all 
the advantages and opportunities of in- 
{truction we enjoy, are talents intrufted 
to our care, forthe ufe and application of 
which we ftand accountable: that Chrif- 
tians ought to go beyond the reft-of the 
world in piety and virtue, in proportion 
» to thofe advantages: that every degree of 
knowledge we poflefs will be an aggrava- 
tion of the fins committed againft it; and 
will add to the meafure of our: punih- 
ment, and to the number of our ftripes: 
that if the Heathen world, who’‘had no 
other knowledge of the divine will than 
what they could colleét from the: vifible 
works of the Creator, and from the light 
of unaflifted Reafon,’ were left: without 
excufe for not obeying the direction of 
3 that 
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that light; and if he alfo who defpifed 
the law of Mofes, died without mercy,— 
how fhall we efcape, if we neglect fo 
much greater means of falvation? For unto 
whomfoever much is given, of him much 
will be required. Better it had been for 
us, not to have known the way of righ- 
teoufnefs, than, after we have known it, 
to turn from the holy commandment de- 
livered to us. What can excufe or extenuate 
the guilt of the Chriftian offender, who 
fins againft light and conviction, with a 
clear view of the rule of his duty, and 
with a deliberate contempt and deter- 
mined neglect of it? What evafions can 
he find to acquit him to the world, to him- 
felf, or, what is of infinitely higher con- 
cern, to the Supreme JupGe of all the 
earth? - | 
Let us, then, be careful to profit by the 
advantages we enjoy, and not pervert the 
mercies of the gofpel into an occafion of 
adding to our condemnation ; let not the 
very means of falvation become the faddeft 
aggravation of our ruin; let us henceforth 
walk — 
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walk as children of light; and let thofe 
beams of divine knowledge which illumi- | 
nate our minds, convey their falutary in- 
fluence into our hearts, and appear confpi- 
cuous in all the virtues of a good life. 
Happy are we that know thefe things 5 
much happier ftill, if we are careful to do 
them. ‘Then may we look forward with 
humble confidence to the laft awful tribu- 
nal, in expectation of the mercy of our 
Jupcr;—and pioufly hope, that he who 
has in this world granted us the kuowledge 
of his truth, will inthe world to come give 
us, life everlafting». 


a 
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General inftances of Gon’s soodnels 
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O that men woul? therefore praife the Lord 
Sor his goodnefs, and declare the twonder¥ 
that he doth for the children of men ! 


He LIGION, both natural and reveal- 

ed, is founded upon this principle, 
That Gop, the Creator of all things, is a,. 
Being infinitely good and benevolent. On |. 
this principle, as on a firm foundation, ... 
reft all our better hopes. And as this 1D.o9 
of all truths the moft important, fo to. . 

this 
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this the whole creation bears ample tefti- 
mony. For as the Driry is fupreme, 
independent, felf-fufficient, incapable of 
having any private end to ferve,—it is 
wholly inconceivable, what, befides his 
goodnefs, or difpofition to communicate 
happinefs, could at firft induce him to con 
fer exiftence on his creatures, or what af- 
_ terwards can engage him to the exertion 
of his power in preferving and governing 
them. The happinefs of his creatures was 
queftionlefs the object he had in view when 
he gave birth to the creation. It «was for 
this the world.was produced, and for this 
it is continued and governed. \ This is the 
end, the fole end conceivable by us, of 
creation and providence. 

As.the goodnefs of the DerTy muft ever. 
be a pleafing object of contemplation, and ~ 


nothing can be a better ground of confo- 


lation and joy to his creatures,—I fhall in 
this difcourfe felect and point out fome 
evident and general inftances of his good~ 
nefs; fome of the wonders that he doeth 
for the children of men. 

Be a 2 
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JE. The goodnefs of the Supreme Brine 
is apparent in the regular and liberah pro= 
vifion he makes for the’ fuftenance, and, 
fupport of the numerous tribes of his créa+ 
tures, andin the annual diftributions.of his 
bounty to them.» What almoft mfinite 
multitudes of various beings are his de- 
pendents, and fub&ft by the alms of. his 
mercy! How extenfive and aftonifhing 1s 
that providence which im one view com- 
prehends the whole world, and the fupport 
of every creature in it, and produces ftores 
adequate to fuch an immenfe and,,con=« 
tinual confumption! The eyes of all «wait 
upon God; he opencth his hand, and filleth alt 
things iiving with plenteoufne/s. « tc a 

The human {pecies feem to be indeed e- 
fpecial objects of his providential care. He © 
is kind to us above our deferts, arid be- 
yond our hopes. Alt our various, flall re- 
turning wants are fuppliedby his, bounte~ 
ous hand. Which way foever we turim 
our eyes, we find ourfelves encompafled 
with the mercies of Gop, and: they fur= 
round us on every fide. How amazing is 

his 


Ser. 24. God’s goodnefs to Men. 344 


his attention to the children of men, in 
giving us rain from heaven, and frutful 
Seafons, filling our hearts with food and glad- 
a For us be wifiteth the earth, and bie effeth 

‘He watereth her furrrows, fendeth rain 
iio the little valleys thereof, bleffeth the in- 
crease of it, and crowneth the year with his 
goodne/s. 

’ When our bleffed Saviour, with a few 
loaves, compaflionately fed. a numerous 
multitude; aftonifhed at the miracle, they 
juftly fuppofed him to be fome great Per- 
fonage invefted with power from Heaven. 
But how much more aftonifhing is that 
kind exertion of divine goodnefs, which, 
by an annual miracle, if we may fo. call 
it, multiplies the fruits of the ground, 
and gives food to all the nations of the 
earth,—who fubfift wpon the regular re- 
turns of this bounty, and. are fed with 
bréad from heaven? It is only the regu- 
- Jarity of this appearance, and its periodi-~ 
cal return at ftated feafons, that makes it 
ceafe to be miraculous ; but it is in its 
nature as wonderful and) aftonifhing, as 

that 
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that a few loaves, fhould in our Savie 
our’s hand grow, and be; multiplied, te 
the fuftenance of a great multitude. | We 
are apt, indeed, to look upon the produce 
of the earth as our own, and to confider 
itas the debt of Nature, rather than the 
bounty of Providence; whereas we ought 
to regard it-as the alms of our CREATOR; 
which he diftributes to us his creatures, 
who depend on the regular fupplies, the 
annual donations, of his free for our 
food and fubfiftence. ; ad 

UL. But our merciful: Gop not cal li- 
berally provides for our fuftenance, and 


fupplies our wants, but’ his: kind. provi- 


dence alfo protects and watches over us 


with .a paternal affection; regards.us, 


though we forget him; is mindful of. us, 
when we are neglectful of. ourfelves;) re= 
news his mercy to us every morning ;) is 
patient, though we provoke himevery day. 
No moment of our lives is:deftitute of his 


care; no accident can find us unguarded 


by ii watchful eye. His powerful, though 
unfeen arm, defends us, as with a fhield, 
from 


~ 
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from many known, many unknown evils. 
Seldom a'day pafles, at the clofe of which 
wé have: not reafon to thank»Gop for | 
it: From) the: moment of our birth ‘to 
the prefent hour, he has fupported. and 
-blefled us with a thoufand mercies. When 
we confider our» prefervation amidft:all 
the ‘hazards)\ and dangers, the inward 
difeafes, the outward violences, our frail 
nature is liable to; when we reflect up= 
on all the various evils we have efcaped; 
the fuccefles we have obtained, and the 
bleflings we have enjoyed ;—muft we not 
feel.a grateful fenfe of the divine favour 
and protection? Many favourable paflages 
of his providence, many inftances of his 
more immediate hand, relieving our wants, 
aiding our infirmities, fupporting us un- 
der troubles, extricating us! from diflicul- 
ties, or protecting us from dangers, we 
muft ‘indeed ‘be inattentive if) we have 
not obferved, and ungrateful if we for- 

gervien gis et “4 : 
~And'what can we give unto the Lorn, 
or what does he require, for all the bene- 
| fits 
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fits that he hath done unto us? No dif- 
ficult, oppreflive, or fevere fervices; no- 
thing but the obfervance of fuch duties as 
their natural excellence, amiablenefs, and 
utility, muft, antecedently to any divine 
injunction, have recommended to our at- 
tention and efteem——— Which leads, 

Ill. To another mftance of the divine 
goodnefs, viz. his adapting his laws to 
our nature, and requiring only thofe: fer- 
vices which are the proper’ inftruments 
and means of our happinefs, are fubfer- 
vient and effential to the fecurity’and well- 
being of individuals, and to the: public 
intereft and tranquillity of the world 2A 
conduct this, worthy of the FATHER ‘of 
mankind, and clearly expreflive of his pa- 
ternal affection to us. Gono has an abfolute, 
unlimited, dominion over ‘his creatures ; 
and if he had bid us do fome great thing, 
we muft have done it. He might, if he 
had fo pleafed, have impofed heavy bur- 
dens ; might have required, under the e- 
vereft penalties, the obfervance of injunc- 
tions to which our nature was moftaverfe, 
| and. 
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and where we mutt have abort with re- 
huctance., 
But the merciful Aumhons of our being 

has not dealt thus feverely with us. In — 
the duties he has enjoined, he has not fo 
much exercifed his fovereignty, as he has 
expreffed his goodnefs ; in:requiring obe+ 
dience to them, he is conferring a favour. 
They come recommended to us) by their 
own effential, intrinfic worth. Approved 
by the natural: fentiments of the-heart, 
they muft, independently of any divine 
authority or fanétion, always have com= 
manded our regard. How much happi+ 
nefs did the AUTHOR of our nature intend 
us, when he gave us thefe laws, the laws of 
kindnefs,—meant to eftablifh peace upon 
earth; to fubdue all thofe irregular, unruly 
paflions, which are the fources of private 
_ differences, or public difcord; and to in- 
troduce into the world an inferior, tem- 
porary heaven,—a ftate of univerfal har- 
mony, benevolence, and happinefs? Such 
is the {pirit and genius of the divine laws ; 
evident indications of the benevolence of 

their 


352 . General inftances of... Sere 2a. 


their AuTHoR, and of his kind attention, 
to the happinefs of his creatures., » 


IV. But the goodnefs of Gop: was moft 
eminently difplayed in the miffion of his 
Son into the world for us, and our falva- 
tion. The temporal bleffings with which 
his providence fupplies our wants in this 
hife, and the laws with which he has fa- 
voured us for the direction of our conduc, 
are indeed clear expreflions of his loving- 
kindnefs, and demand every acknowledge- 
ment that. gratitude can. offer... But. yet 
the condition of our prefent being is: of 
{mall moment, in comparifon of that im- 
mortal ftate which is to fucceed it: and 
hittle it. would. avail us) to. be fapplied ‘by 
his bounty with the conveniencies. and 
comforts of this world, andto be inftruc- 
ted by his laws how to obtain. all the.fe-_ 
licity of the next, if every violation. of . 
- thofe laws were to forfeit that felicity, and 
bring down upon us the infliCtions of his - 
juftice ; if our fins were to —purfue us for ~ 
ever, and no method of atonement were. . 


ap- 
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appointed to’propitiate the mith and ex 
plate our offences. | 

For ever adored, then, be bine echt 
goodnefs; which inclined him to look with 
afy eye of ‘pity upon our offences; to plan 
a method by which juftice and mercy 
might’ meet together; and to accept the’ 
fufferings of a Redeemer, as a propitiato+ 
ry‘oblation, an expiatory facrifice, for the 
- fins of his creatures. Bleffed, then, be the’ 
God and Father of our Lord Fefus Chrift; 
who, according to his abundant mercy, hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the 
death of Chrift, to an iberitance incorrupti~ 
ble, referved in heaven for us. Which 
leads me, 

V. To confider the laft moft sichialia 
difplay of the divine goodnefs, viz. that 
heavenly inheritance, that never-ceafing 
felicity, promifed in the Gofpel to } thofe 
who obey its laws. 

And here we may obferve, that though 
the happinefs of his’ creatures is the end 
which the Creator and Soverricn of 
the world has in view in his providence 
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and government ; yet he purfues this end 
by fuch methods only as his moral per- 
fections require. Divine goodnefs is a dif 
pofition, not to make all his creatures in- 
difcriminately happy in any poflible way, 
but to make the juft, the good, the mer- 
ciful, and upright, happy. And to thofe 
he has promifed fuch good things as pafs 
man’s underftanding. We have no pow- 
ers, no faculties, able to reach that fubli- 
mity of happinefs which the righteous 
fhall enjoy in another world. 

~ But though the fpecific nature, or the 
particulars, of that felicity which the di- — 
vine goodnefs hath prepared for us, are 
not, cannot, be revealed; yet thus much 
we know, that as far as the heavens -are 
high above the earth, fo far will the fu- 
ture manfions of blifs tranfcend the moft 
exquifite enjoyments here below. For in 
heaven there will be fulnefs of joy? it will 
be complete and perfect, fuited to the {pi- 
- fitual nature of the foul, and more than 
equal to its moft enlarged defires snot 
like earthly pleafures, promifing in-expec- 
= | tation, 
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tation, and fallacious in pofléffion ; not: 
embittered with any painful mixture; not’ 
interrupted by difquieting fufpicions, nor 
fucceeded by uneaty terrors ;—-but a- 
bounding with joys unfpeakable and full 
of glory; a glory, in comparifon of which 
the brighteft fcenes of worldly pleafures 
are but fhadows and illufions. As the 
fouls of juft men are there made perfect, 
fo their pleafures are there pure and un- 
mingled ;—worthy of unbounded good= 
ne{s to beftow, and fit for immortal {pirits 
to receive. 

And further: As the joys of ae are 
full, complete, and fatisfactory, fo alfo 
are they permanent and perpetual,—{fub- 
jeét to no abatement, interruption, or de- 
cay; not only large beyond our utmott 
withes, but lafting as our immortal fouls. 
Heaven and earth may pafs away; the 
elements may melt with fervent heat; the 
earth, and the works that are therein, may 
be burnt up:—but our happineds fhall 
continue firm and ftable, as invariable in 
its nature, as exquifite in its glory; will 
ZL 2 never, 
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never, never come to an end, nor ever ap~ 
proach nearer to it ; but after the longeft 
_ duration we can conceive,—after all the 
millions of years or ages that the power of 
numbers can add together,—will be but 
commencing, and as See as ever from a 
period. Cnet. tree . 

How eftimable, how scauaetld eftimable, 
then, is this gift of exiftence, which is ne- 
ver to be refumed ! How fupremely ado- 
rable the goodnefs which confers it! What 
returns can we make’ for ‘all the various: 
exprefiions of the divine favour ? With 
what fincerity of heart, what impreffions 
of piety, what fervour of devotion, fhould’ 
our fouls blefs the Lorp, and al] that is 
within us pralfe his holy name! With 
what ardour of affection ought we to love’ 
HIM, who hath fo loved us! Let us; with’ 
the deepeft reverence of foul, look up to 
the merciful Aurnor of our being, and! 
implore-him to add one more to all hig 
other bleffings ; to give us an heart duly" 
fenfible of them,—itfelf the greateft ate 
can poflefs. 


ia 
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Let-us often refle&, what grateful ac- 
kKnowledgments are due, what an immenfé, 
debt we owe, and mutt for ever owe, to. 
Im whofe mercies. give us all we have, 
and will hereafter exceed all we can defire; 
and be it remembered, that the’ beft me-. 
thod of difcharging this debt, is by a re- 
gular obedience to his laws, and a conftant 
attention to form our manners by the ex- 
ample of his goodnefs. Has the FATHER, 
of the Univerfe, the Parent of Good, 
fupplied us with whatever is neceflary to. 
our fubfiftence, convenient for ufe, or 
pleafant for enjoyment? is his goodnefs. 
unlimited, and his hand ever open to fill, 
all things living with plenteoufnefs ?—let 
us, within our limited {phere, do good to 
all, and diffufe mercy over all our works; 
~ let us be merciful as HE is merciful, and 
render ourfelves the agents of his provi- 
dence, by diftributing his alms, and con- 
veying his bounty, to the indigent and 
needy. 

Has the Sovereien of the world given. 
us.laws, to be a lamp unto our feet, and 
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a light unto our paths, to guide our fteps 
in the way of peace, and to conduct us to 
manfions of future felicity? let us exprefs 
fome little fimilitude of the divine con- 
duct, by our admonitions and inftructions ; 
by our endeavours to inform the ignorant, 
to reclaim the vitious, and direct the weak, 
Is the Supreme Bernc merciful and gra- 
cious; and does he forgive iniquity, and 
tranfgreflion, and fin?—let us have com- 
paflion on our fellow-fervants, as our 
Lorp hath pity upon us; let us forgive | 
others their offences, as Gop, for CuRisT’s 
fake, hath forgiven ours; and let us,ina 
word, by a pious imitation of the divine 
goodnefs during gur. abode on earth, en- 
deavaur to obtain an admiffion to. that 
glorious difplay, thofe inconceivable ma- 
nifeftations of it, which he hath referved 
for our reward in heaven. 
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‘Men. Sojourners upon, Earth. .. 
Preached on New-year’s day. | 


HEB. xiii. 14. 


Here we have no continuing city, but we feck 
Ue tO COMIC. 8 nn 


HE text is a fhort but ftriking de- 
{cription of the ftate and. condi- 

tion of human life: intimating, that Na- 
ture has not affigned us this world for a 
permanent habitation ; that we come not 
here to {tay and make our abode ; that, we 
are only travellers in our way to eternity, 
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every day fetting outon our journey, haf- 
tening: forwards as faft. as-time can carry 
us ; and that life’s {hort pilgrimage muft © 
be quickly at an end... So fenfibly. felt, 
and fo univerfally acknowledged, is indeed 
this inevitable lot of human nature, that 
it fhould feem unneceflary to be reminded 
of it; it fhould feem, that the refleAtien 
cannot efcape us, if we reflect at all. But 
the misfortune is,- while we all own. this 
in general, each neglects: to bring home 
to himfelf the unwelcome truth; we feem 
to difmifs it from our thoughts, whenever 
it intrudes, and live as if we knew it not. 
From the words of the text, therefore, I 
fhall take occafion, 1/,.To remind. us. of 
the fhort :and tranfitory condition of hu- 
man life; and, 2d/y, ‘Shall from thence de- 
duce fome'inferences and refle@ions. - 
od. No:fooner are-we capable of looking 
round us, and confidering the frame of our 
nature and the condition of our being, 
than we may obferve, that, derived'from 
duit, we naturally haften to duft again : 
that none ‘can’ claim the ‘privilege of an 
a exem=- 
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exemption from the common ‘neceflity : 
that man cometh up, and is cut down, 
like a flower : that the human like the vée- 
getable race, have their periods of growth 
and declenfion; and are either cut down 
by the hand of violence, or foon fade and 
drop of themfelves.. Strangers and fojour- 
ners here, as were all our fathers, we it 
pafs away, and are gone. 

Nature, in her moft common appear- 
ances, is ever’ reminding ‘us of the tran- 
fience of our ftate, in the fucceflion' of day 
and night, and the rotation ‘of the feafons; 
is‘always admonifhing us of the lapfe of 
time, and the decay of life: “The'day no 
fooner dawns, than it. begins’ to decline, 
and expires in darknefs. We, m like man- 
nér, as foon as we are born, begin to draw 
to an end. The various feafons of the 
year haften to complete their fhort periods. 
Human life has alfo its different feafons, 
which quickly finith their appointed courfe. 
A. little time foon. pafleth away im: the 
fpring and verdure of infancy; a little 
more, and the bloom of youth fades, and 
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is loft ;.a little more withers the {trength 
and vigour of our riper years;, and if. we 
live ftill longer, to, the winter,of our age, 
a little time then lays our infirmities in the 
duft. And thus days and years. glide on 
in quick and conftant fucceflion: we are 
borne along the filent, but rapid ftream, of 
time; and are foon conveyed down to that 
boundlefs ocean from whence none ever 
return. 

The Scripture, ina great variety of alle 
fons, reprefents. the fhortnefs of human 
life; and compares it to a wind that pafleth 
away, and cometh not again; to a tale 
that is told, and forgotten; to a vapour, 
that appeareth for a little time, and ya- 
nifheth away. It admonifhes us, that our 
days are fwifter, than a_poft; that they 
pafs away as the fwift fhips, and as the 
eagle that hafteth to the prey; that: man 
cometh forth like a. flower, and is cut 
down ; that he fleeth alfo as a thadow, and 
continueth not. 

“IL [ proceed. to deduce ‘omeh Refle@tions 
ime Inferences from the fhert duration 


and 
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and tranfitory' condition of human life, 
Melancholy, indeed, would be the reflec- 
tion, that we pafs away as a fhadow, and 
fade as the flowers of the field, and that 
life muft fo quickly come to an end, if 
this life were the whole of our exiftence; 
and we had no pro{pect and no’ hope be- 
yond it. But, fetting afide other confider- 
ations, the fhort term of our exiftence here 
may give us grounds to hope, that iv will 
be renewed and prolonged hereafter. For 
canwe think, that man was not defigned by 
his MAKER to attain that perfection in wif- 
dom, and virtue, and happinefs, of which 
his nature is fufceptive?) Can we ima- 
gine, that he is only to enter into the paths 
of knowledge; and when he has made fome 
fhort progrefs, and is better able to pro- 
ceed, that he is to proceed no farther? or, 
when he has begun to adorn his’ foul with 
wifdom, and ennoble it with virtue, and 
is moft fit to live, that hevis to live no 
more? Can we believe, that we were in~ 
troduced into this theatre of nature, only 
to go out again? or that at moft we are 

| jut 
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yuft to appear, and act a fhort part upon. 
this ftage, and fhew what further im-. 
provements we are capable of ;—and then, 
however well our character has been fuf- 
tained, to be difmifled, and feen no. more? 
Can this be the end of our being,—this all 
the bufinefs of life? and is the curtain. 
then to drop, and the fcene to clofe for 
ever? Can we think that-we were thus 
formed, like fome infects, to be the crea- 
tures only, as it were, of a day ; to flutter 
about a while, in the fhort funfhine of 
life, and then to be extinét for ever ? 
Creatures inferior to the human fpecies 
attain here, in their prefent ftate, all the 
perfection their capacities can admit: their, 
faculties fhoot up to their full growth; and | 
were they to live for ever, would for. ever ss 
continue to be what they are. Whereas 
very different is the frame of the human. 
mind: it is formed for a perpetual growth. 
in wifdom, for an everlafting progrefs to- 
wards fupreme perfection. But in this 3 
life, the wifeft of men fall far fhort of. 
thofe improvements, and that perfection, 
for 
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for which Nature defigned them: in un= 
derftanding they are ftill children, ftill in 
a ftate of infancy, in comparifon of that 
intéelleCtual matur ity to which they might 
arrive hereafter. Has the AuTHOR of na- 
ture, who can do nothing in vain, formed. 
us with fuch extenfive capacities, for fo in- 
confiderable purpofes? May we not rather 
be affured from that wifdom which {fhines 
confpicuous in all his works, that man, 
when he dies, does not ceafe to be; that 
death tranflates us to another ftate; that 
this world is only a nurfery for the next; 
that we here receive the firft rudiments 
only of our being, to be afterwards tranf- 
planted into fome happier climate, where 
we fhall grow up to the utmotft perfection 
of our nature, and flourith in immortal 
vigour to endlefs ages? | 

2dly, Meditation on our fhort and un- 
certain ftate in this world may wean us_ 
from an overfondnefs for any thing in it. 
This world is not our home; we have here 
no continuing city; we are only travellers 
in “our pilgrimage STD the world, 

and 
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and fhould not faffer our afeCtions to be 
too much engaged by the conveniences. or? 
pleafures we may. occafionally, meet. withy - 
as we cannot flay to enjoy them long; 
they are not our own, and we muft fhortly 
take our leave of them. Whatever enter- 
tainment or accommodations, then, we may 
mect with in’ the feveral ftages on our road 
to eternity; we ought to regard them with 
the indifference of a goes that tarries ey 
a:day. Sand 
» Due refleCtion on the narrow bigs of 
human life, may balance all the feduce- 
ments we meet with in it. When we con- 
fider how {oon life will.come to.an ends 
its pleafures, profits, pofleffions, all that the 
world calls happinefs, muft lofe much of 
their reputed value, and fink it’ our eftimas 
tion. For why fhould we fer! our whole 
affections on objects: which we muft 6ne 
day, may to-day, be obliged to. relinquifh 
and forfake? Why labour, and wear out 
life, in the anxious, but fruitlefs, purfuit. 
of what we muft quit almoft as foon as ac+ 
quired? Why all this extreme attention to 

| add 
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add field to field, and houfe to houfe, as if 
life and its enjoyments were never to have 
an end; fince we are here only ftrangers 
and fajorlierk, and muft foon remove our 
habitation, ‘and then whofe fhall all thefe 
things be?» / 

We furely forget how fhort and fleeting : 
life is, when we expend it wholly on tem- 
porary objects. Do we employ all:our 
cares in accumulating and laying up much 
goods for many years? confider for how 
fhort a'terin we are to poflefs them. :Con- 
fider that we are on the road to another 
world, travelling with {peed to our eternal 
home, whither riches will not follow, and 
where they cannot profit us, unlefs we are 
now careful to remit them thither in acts 
of goodnefs, beneficence, andmercy. Let 
the ambitious man, who is impatient to 
obrain fome high ftation of dignity and 
honour, let him vifit (in imagination. at 
Jeaft) the awful manfions of the dead; and 
let him refle@, that foon he alfo muft be 
added to the number, muft be fummoned 


to ey the fame debt of nature, be blended 
with 
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with the fame common. earth, his honours,’ 


like theirs, laid in the duft, and a narrow 
grave be one day all thatthe moft fuccefs-" 


reas 


ful ambition can poflefs. Is: pleafure our 


object? we are departing and flying, from» 


it, as faft as the wings of time can bear us; 


even at the very inftant we mean to purfue 
it. : + f FT 


In a word, the fhort and precarious te= 
nure we have of the riches, honours, or 


pleafures of life, is a confideration which; 
properly attended to, would naturally mo- 
derate our affection to them. Were we to 
refle&,; how foon we muft, and how fud-> 
- denly we may, bid adieu tothe world, we: : 
fhould fet no high price upon it. We: : 
fhould rather endeavour to difengage our= 
felves, and: become indifferent to its enjoy- 


ments, that we may,: without, embarrafl> 


ment or difcompofure,: take a: final leave, 
(for a final leave we muft take); and ins 
the mean time may employ our temporal 
life in the great purpofe of infuring: that: 


which is eternal... And would we but. at. 


tend to the information that Religion gives 
us 
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us concerning the felicity of that eternal 
ftate, we fhould fet no value.on any:thing: 
here:below, but as: it might ferve to ac 
commodate us in our paflage to a better 
country’; we would no longer fuffer our 
minds, ‘like our bodies, to be confined’ to 
the earth: nothing would detain our af- 
fections here ; they would rife above all 
temporal objeéts, and afcend, as we hope 
our fouls will do, from earth to heaven, 
from time. to eternity. 

aly, The confideration of the fhortnefs 
of life may aflift in fupporting, us under 
its afictions. As weare’here but pilgrims 
and-{trangers, we may expect to meet with 
the ufual inconveniencies and difafters of 
travellers, and that evil may fometimes be= 
fallus in the way. But, under fuch cir- 
cumftances, we may always find confola~ 
tion in refleCting, that our pilgrimage here 
cannot be of long continuance: that what- 
ever difficulties we may encounter, what- 
ever labours we fuftain ; however rigorous 
the feafons may be, or to whatever ftorms 
we are expofed;—yet that the vale of life 
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is but fhort; that beyond it there lies.a 
region of perpetual ferenity, never) clans 
ed. with evil, where no.ftorms invade,.no 
tempefts ever approach, We may always 
fupport ourfelyes under fufferings, as we 
can always fee a period of them, and have 
a profpect.of thofe manfions.of peace whi- 
ther afflictions cannot purfue us, and where 
it will be indifferent to us what, our) con- 
_dition has-been. here, | 
If, indeed, we had been tina never to 
die,—+if we had been doomed.to live. for 
ever in this world,—-infinite weight would 
have been added to. our afflictions, as they 
might thereby have) become irremediable 
and eternal... But, happily for us, life will 
come. to an end,.and all our fufterings; will 
end. with it... And no troubles need: much 
to afflict us, if »we conilider heaven. as our 
home, and this life only as a paflage to a 
better, where our light affli@tions will be > 
over-paid with an unfading crown, of, glo- 
ry. All the. difficulties and. Jabours: we 
now fuftain, will in ja fhort time be for- 
gotten, and be as.if they. had never, been. 
wae And 
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And of what mighty confequenceis it if: we 
fuffer here, provided we éfcape the fuffer- 
ings hereafter? or) if we are denied’ our 
good ‘things’ in this world, if we’ receive 
them with eternal intereft in the next 2s". 
- Loffly, Tf the time of our fojourning in 
this world be but ‘fhort and momentary, 
in comparifon of the next,—let the great 
and habitual object of our attention be that 
ftate fee td foon begin, but can ne~ 
ver end. ‘ wehave here no ee agigerrad 
‘city; Tet “us pay one to come.” Let us 
‘yemémber; that’we are here travellers. on- 
Bs temporary, not fixed inhabitants that 
our fecond, better refidence, is beyond ‘the 
grave; that there is the country of our reft 
‘and happinefs, our home, and the end of 
‘our beig ; that to that better country we 
‘are haftening ‘apace, and: that every re- 
‘volving year brings us nearer to it. 
At'this feafon, it muft naturally occur, 
that as one year more of ‘life is now elap- 
fed; and we have confequently a year lefs 
to live, we’ are'a flep nearer to eternity, 
and ought therefore to be more vigilant 
Avas2 in 
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in our preparation for it.’ “May we alliat- 
tend to this obvious, but ‘important, ‘yet 
neglected confideration ;’ may the’ prefent 
feafon be to all of us the commencement 
of anew and better obedience ; may “we 
all refolve, fo to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wifdom,— 
that wifdom which cometh from above, 
and teaches us to fix our affections there; 
may each fucceeding year (if Heaven 
vouchfafes us a fucceffion of years) find 
us proceeding in goodnefs, as we advance 
in age,—going on {till towards perfection, 
as we draw nearer to the period of life; 
may our religious progrefs keep pace with 
the fleeting years; may we feize them as 
they approach, and engage them in the 
fervice of wifdom and virtue !—So may 
we hope, when we bring our years to an 
end; when Nature fummons us to depart 
hence; when we have finifhed our pilgri- 
mage through this vale of life, and muft 
no longer be permitted to fojourn here be- 
low ;—fo may we hope, that we may be - 
deemed worthy of the rewards of virtue ; 

worthy 
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worthy. to be admitted into everlafting ha- 
bitations, to the bleffed manfions of im- 
_mortality,.to a. continuing city, the city 
of. the, living Gop, where we ‘hall for 
ever dwell. 
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“8 E RM O\N oXXVb 
Againft Evil-fpeaking. _ 


JaM. iv. rr. 


Speak not evil one of another. 


joe is in many inftances obfervable) that 
“"' what is of the greateft utility to man- 
‘Kind, may, by mifapplication, be) pro- 
ductive of the mofti pernicious effeéts;:and 
that the beft things, by abufe and corrup- 
‘tion, may become the worft. . An obvious 
confirmation of this ¥s the abufe ofthat 
faculty, the intention of which’ we per- 
vert when we fpeak evil one of another. 
The faculty of language is a diftinguifh- 
S48 ing 
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ing mark of our Maxer’s fuperior regard 
to mankind: and his defign in conferring 
it was, doubtlefs, to elevate us above the 
herds of the field ; to promote all the pur- 
pofes of focial life; to enable us to inform 
each other'of the otherwife illegible cha- 
racters of the heart; to confult together 
for mutual or general benefit ; and to unite 
mankind in clofe fociety by the ties of 
- €onverfe and friendthip. 
But too often we fee this power, given 
_ for the nobleft and beft, perverted to the 
worft of purpofes, and employed to difturb, 
diforder, and embroil mankind, inftead 
of rendering them what Nature and Re- 
ligion intended,——mutual helps and com- 
forts.. Among the various perverfions of 
this power, there are few in their nature fo 
infamous; none perhaps in practice fo uni- 
verfal,'as the crime of Evil-fpeaking. For 
how ‘ready. a propenfion.do we obferve 
in mankind to affume a kind of jurifdic- 
tion over others; to erect, as it were, pri- 
vate courts of inquifition; to fit in judge- 
ment upon characters; and to pafs fen~ 
Aa 4 tence, 


376 Againft Evil-[peakiig. Ser..26.- 


tence, not.as truth and reafon, as. charity, 
or equity, or jultice, dire@,—but too-of 
ten according to the evidence: given) :by 
felt-conceit and vanity, envy or pride, re- 
fentment or malice? For thefe ‘are the 
falfe witnefles that. rife. up. againft. our 
neighbour, and prevail with us to con- 
demn him; thefe are the paflions that 
tin@ture the behaviour, and give a colour 
to the manners of mankind, too apparent 
to efcape the eye of the flighteft obferver. 
The envious feel a moft fenfible pleafure: 
in building their own reputation upon. the. 
ruins of another.. ‘The vain and the proud 
never tafte_a.more_ exquifite fatisfaCtion, 
than when they add. a luftre to their own 
character, and, exhibit, it, in, the faireft- 
light, by throwing into. fhade. the merits 
of, others. _ The malicious. and. refentful, 
delight im pulling down. the higheft, cha~ 
racters, blackening the faireft, diftorting., 
the moft upright, and-in mifreprefenting 
all, in 7 to anions 
But, however agreeable this vice of evils. 
{peaking may. appear, to. corrupt -paflions;: 
Sey It 
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it'can never be reconciled to the laws of 
Reafon,' nor to the principles of Religion, 
both:of which equally prohibit and con-~ 
demn the practice of the flanderer. 

‘I fhall in this difcourfe confider, 1/7, The 
nature and extent of this vice of evil-{peak- 
ing; and, 2d/y, Shall offer fome confidera- 
tions to difcourage fo common, but i ini- 
scometicate a practice. 


i By evil-fpeaking may be underftood 
any manner of expréflion which tends to — 
impair the reputation of another; to de- 
tract from the efteem he poflefles; to di- 
minifh the current value’ that is put upon’ 
him, and for which he has been generally 
received; and to make him’ pafs for lefs 
in the public eftimation than before. 

_ That it may appear when, and how far, 
we become guilty of this crime, it may be 
proper to trace it in its feveral kinds and 
degrees.— The higheft 4nd moft flagitious — 
fpecies of this crime is, when a falfe tef- 
timony is deliberately given in a court of 
judicature, injurious to the perfon, pro- 

perty, 
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perty, or character, of our neighbour, 
This crime is fo fhameful a proftitution.of 
confcience,—the guilt of .it is blackened 
by fuch various aggravations ;, as it is in+ 
jurious to the common interefts of man- 
kind ; a violation of the higheft and moft 
facred fanétion that can be given to atef> 
timony ; committed, not by. inadvertence 
or furprife, but in the moft folemn/ and 
deliberate manner, with a determined con- 
tempt of laws both human and divine ;— 
itis fuch a complication of iniquity and 
impiety, fo utterly fubverfive of truth, 
juftice, and equity, and of the public 
good and order and_ peace of fociety,= 
that a falfe witnefs is juftly beheld. with 
deteftation, as.a common enemy of man- 
kind, and his. name defervedly branded 

with the deepeft charaéters of infamy, : 
2dly, Another degree of evil-fpeakitig is, 
when, with equal, though lefs avowed 
virulence, we blot the charaéter, and ftain 
the honour, of others, in common con= 
verfation, by afperfions which we know. 
to be falfe and calumnious. Highly.injue 
3 rious 
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rious is this practice, and admits of no 
vindication. It robs our neighbour of his 
property; for every one’s good name is - 
-his property, to which he has an undoubt- 
ed right, till it’ be juftly forfeited. It de- 
prives him of a poffeffion whichis, and 
muft be, highly valued ; for a tender con- 
cern fora good name is made dear tous 
by the original principles of our minds, and 
is'a part of ‘our nature. And what adds 
to the injury is, that iris often in a great 
meafure irreparable; for the wounds given 
to a'‘reputation are not only painful, ‘but 
are feldom, and. with difficulty, healed, 
The flanderer, then, who forges or pro+ 
pagates known defamation, is criminal in 
the next degree to him who bears falfe 
witnefs again{t his ee in a‘court’ of 
daria 

| 3dly, Another more titted Abit 
lefs malignant, fpecies of this vice, is the 
fpreading defamatory reports of others, 
without competent examination, or fufi~ 
«cient knowledge of the truth of them. 
ween this head- may: be ‘comprifed vari~ , 
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ous methods and. arts; of. defamation 3 
fome more ‘grofs, avowed, |-and, direct 
others more concealed, fubtle;and refined, 
This fpecies of flander is capable of various 
degrees of aggravation. “The moft guilty 
are they, who, with malevolent intention, 
circulate the uncertain reports of calumny ; 
the leaft criminal, though far from being 
innocent, is the inadvertent, undefigning 
flandérer;—-who, without malice or refent- 
ment or envy, for mere amufement, feafts; 
as it were, on the fuppofed:foibles of other 
characters, and ferves them upyfor the; ear 
tertainment! of his igueftssobicho ogo | 
But here it may) be proper: to ohlonysy 
that every cenfure of another’s: faults does 
not come under the charactercof :defanmia= 
tion. Iter allowable zig.) to difeloféia 
perfon’s faults:to a Friend, in: the>facred~ 
nefs: of friend{hip, without any intention 
to ftigmatife: or injure; for: this is,only, 
what it as ‘often’ faid to be, “ thinking: 
aloud :”<or; to the World, -whenvit be- 
comes neceflary to our own jutt: felf-de-, 
fence ; for we are no where required ,to 
love 
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love’ our neighbour better than ourfelves. 
{tis ‘allowable alfo to detect a perfon’s 
vices, to pull off the mafk from:a:charac= 
ter; and fhew its true features to the in& 
nocent and unfufpecting, who* we appre= 
hend may fuffer by entertaining too: fas 
vourable fentiments, and repofing too ens 
tire a confidence in him: foritis often.of 
confequence to the fecurity of individuals, 
of a neighbourhood, and of a community} 
that the characters of the difhoneft, as well 
as‘of the juftand good, fhould be: fufiz 
ciently known. «We may likewife cenfure 
all open offenders. » Such perfons: fhould 
meet with infamy, as public: as: their: of- 
fence ; for infamy is as much aydue pu+ 
nifhment for evil-doers,: as ~praife.is the 
jaft reward of them that:do well. But; 
with thefe exceptions, it is‘asduty not ito 
{peak evil one’ of another, and: to’ avord 
whatever has the malignant afpectror ap~ 
pearance’of flander.——Which brings:me,; 
“IL. To offer. fome confiderations in or- 
der to difcourage this practice. 
fy We: fhould be: cautious and. tem- 


perate 
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perate in the cenfure we pafs on the con- 
duct of others, left we fhould happen to 
do them injuftice: for we’can only judge 
by appearances, which are often equivocal 
and fallacious. Actions may have the ap- 
pearance of evil, which in themfelves were 
innocent, or laudable. We cannot dif- 
cern theheart, or its intentions; but yet 
thefe internal fprings are neceffary to be 
known, before we can be capable!of form- 
ing an accurate and equal judgment con- 
cerning the conduct of others. “It is the 
intention that determines thé moral ‘nature 
of the action ; but the innocence or guilt 
of actions may often depend’ on circum- 
ftances which can be known only to Gon 
and to Confcience. The human heart ‘is 
fo impenetrable, except to nim that made 
it; and thé moral nature of actions varies 
fo much, according to the different mo- 
tives which give them birth,—that, in all 
cafes, our Judgments ‘concerning them 
ought to be given with caution, ariel't ter 
pered with candour, | 

wey, Let‘us refleé, how itliberal; how 


: male- 
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malevolent, is the practice of entertaining 
_ourfelves, or others, at the expence of our 
neighbour’s good name. To fee this ina 
true light, let us recolle@,. what we felt, 
what were our fenfations, when any at- 
tempt. was made upon our ‘character,.or 
any treacherous wound given to our re- 
putation... Such, and. fo painful, we may 
conclude, will be the feelings of another 
in the fame: circumftances;, and our.con- 
{cience wall tellus, that we ought not to 
be .guilty of; that. behaviour, to. others, 
which. we would. refent. when. offered to - 
ourfelves., _ Reputation is a {pecies of pro- 
perty always highly valued: by its: owner. 
Jt is one, of the laft things a liberal.mind 
would, fubmit;to lofe, and. by, fome)has 
been held in fuperior eftimation. to life ite 
felf.. It is-what a wife and good man re- 
gards as a valuable pofleffion ; and, next to 
a good Confcience, 1s. the, beft  fipport 
where other treafures. are, wanting, But 
if we rob or defraud him of this pofleffion, 
this treafure, this pearl which no- price 
can purchafe,—we may do him an injury 
greater 
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greater than we can either eftimate or re- 
pair. It may be impoflible to make an 
_eftimate of the injury, as we cannot with 
certainty know. what benefit he might 
have received if no difadvantageous. im- 
preffion had been given of him: and itis 
feldom in our power to make reparation 
by any after-attempts to clear up. his cha- 
racter; for the vindication of an injured 
character never extends fo far or fpreads 
fo wide, is never fo quickly propagated 
nor fo well received, as the reproach. , 

How much more humane and generous 
is it, to ftand up in defence of our neigh- 
bour’s fame ; to refcue his character when 
attacked, and to heal it when wounded; 
to do juftice to his merits, and to extenuate. 
his failings ; to produce his good qualities 
into light, and to throw a veil over his 
mifcondudt? In fome circumftances, to 
mention the good, or barely to conceal the 
evil, we know of another, may be as ‘ex- 
preflive of benevolence, and as kind an act 
of charity, as to relieve him in his greateft 
neceflities. And in this particular, what+ 

: ever 
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ever may be our ftation of life, we all have 
it in our power to be charitable. Charity, 
in other inftances, may be an expenfive, 
may be an inconvenient, perhaps an im- 
practicable duty ; but this alms the moft 
indigent may beftow, and the moft avari- 
cious need not grudge: a good word is a 
cheap’ and eafy donation, that cofts us no- 
rea 

3dly,: Let us SURE how much better 
we fhould be employed, if, inftead of being 
quick in difcerning, malignant in mark- 
ing, and fevere in reprehending, the faults 
or foibles of others, we would turn our 
eyes inward, and be attentive to our own, 
Were thefe to be placed in a diftinct view: 
before us, the confcioufnefs ‘of failings 
' would dictate to us that candour in refpe@ 
to the actions of others, which we would 
find fo neceflary to a favourable conftruc- 
tion of our own. Happy were it for man- 
kind, if they would refleét with feverity 
on their own mifcondud, and with ten- 
dernefs on that of their neighbour; if 
they: would confider their own defects 

yon. LU: Bb with. 
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with the rigour of juftice, thofe of others 
with the foftenings of humanity; if they 
would be lefs watchful to {py out the leaft 
mote in another’s eye, whilft they are in- 
attentive to the beam in their own. A 
perfect character is nowhere to be found. 
The moft accomplifhed of human beings 
have their failings, the beft their infirmi- 
ties, the moft prudent their indifcretions. 
Let us, with a careful and impartial eye, 
look into ourfelves, and we fhall there fee 
enough to make us lefs forward to:cenfure 
and calumniate. The ftricteft inquirers 
into their own, are the moft candid inter- 
preters of others conduct. He who knows, 
and has well confidered, his own weak~ 
nefs, will be fevere on none but himfelf; 
and feverity then becomes juft and lauda~ 
ble, when our own mifdeeds are the fub- 
jects of it. eR 
Laftly, Let it be obferved, that Words 
are not of fo flight a value, in a moral 'efti- 
mate, as fome may apprehend. All fin 
iffues from the heart; and whether it ap- 
pears in language or action, the guilt may 


be 
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be the fame. Whoo bridleth not bis tongue, 
the {cripture informs us, his-religion is vain. 
By our words, we are told, we thall be 
juftified, and by our words condemned. 
And this vice of evil-{peaking is always 
enumerated among thofe fins for which 
we muft give a fevere account at the day 
of Judgment. | 

If, then, we defire a favourable fentence 
from our heavenly June, let us, even in 


our words and converfation, fhew that . 


lenity and candour to others, which we 


fhall all ftand in need of at that great and 


awful day: and then, we may hope, our 
lenity to others may plead for compaflion 
to ourfelves; and that Gop will be as 
merciful to our failings, as we have been 
tender to thofe of our brethren. , Let all 
bitternefs, then, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil-fpeaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice; and be ye kind toone 
another, tender=hearted,, forgiving one ano~ 


ther, as God for Ghrift's fake forgiveth you. 
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JER. 2 “ome 


Ca the Ethiopian change his hin, ¢ or FH leo- 
_pard his fpots? then may ye a fo. do. good 
' that are accuftomed to 4, evil. 


YEW -perfons, perhaps, thereare fo ‘to- 
. tally devoid of principle; as not*to 

believe their exiftence in a future ftate; and 
few fo loft to all fentiments of goodnefs, 
fo hardened againft all impreffions. of ‘du- 
ty, as not, in confequence of that: belief, 
to form fome occafional purpofes of re- 
forming their manners, and providing for 
: : that 
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that ‘exiftence. For it is not’ ‘poflible 
tos extinguifh in  ourfelves the defire of 
happinefs ;-nor‘is it. eafy to fupprefs) our 
natural perceptions of the criminality of 
finy or our fear of the infli@iions confe- 
quent» upon it. The finner, therefore, 
when reproached by confcience, acknow- 
ledges his guilt; but yet is apt to perfitt 
in his vices, with a view of blotting them 
out by future repentance and reformation. 
Secure; as he thinks, in this illufion,~he 
poftpones to fome diftant, indeterminate 
period, the important duty; nat confi- 
dering, that by perfevering in the path of 
iniquity, and going on from fin to fin, 
his retreatbecomes every day more difficult 
and impracticable, and he lofes both the’ 
inclination, and almoft the ey of re-— 
forming. 

In, order, then, to prevent this felf- 
deception, we may do well to confider the 
words of the text: Can the Ethiopian change 
his fein, or the leopard his fpots? then may ye 
alfor'do good who are accuftomed to do evil. 
Thefe words, we may obferve, are not to 
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be ftrictly and literally underftood, as if — 
it were indeed as abfolutely impoflible for 
the finner to corre@ and reform the dif- 
pofition of his heart, as for the Ethiopian 
to change his fkin. This illuftration the 
prophet makes ufe of, only to mark’ the 
extreme difficulty the fons of wickednefs 
may expect to find, and which approaches 
near to a natural impoflibility to fur- 
‘mount, when they begin the work of re- 
formation at a time when their fins have 
acquired ftrength and maturity, and by 
long habits are deeply rooted in the mind. 
In this difcourfe I fhall confider, 1/, 
The danger of contracting, and the diffi- 
culty of reforming, vitious habits; and, 
2dly, Shall obferve; that though the tafk 
be difficult, the difficulty may be overcome 
by proper refolution, and the finner may 
have it in his power to return ‘to duty, and 
reconcile himfelf to Gop. ns 
I, There is in human nature fo-unhap- 
py an inclination and propenfity to fin, 
that attention and vigilance are always 
requifite to oppofe this inclination, and 
main- 
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-maintain our integrity. Our paffions and 
affections, inftead of fubmitting to: the 
government of Reafon, and acting under 
its \directions, as was originally defigned, 
are apt to remonftrate again{t its orders, 
and difclaim its authority. But when this 
innate propenfity to fin, inftead of being 
corrected and reformed by difcipline and 
reafon, acquires additional. ftrength by 
cuftom and habit,—the difficulty of refift- 
ing, and the confequent danger, becomes 
ftill more unfurmountable. The power 
and influence of Habit is the fubject of 
daily obfervation. Even in matters mere- 
ly mechanical, where no attention of mind 
is required, cuftom and practice give, we 
know, an expertnefs and facility not other- 
wife to be acquired. The cafe is the fame, 
however unaccountable, in the operations 
of the mind.. Actions frequently repeat- 
ed, form habits; and habits approach near 
to natural propenfions. And fuch is. the 
nature of all habits, that the longer we 
perfevere, the more we are confirmed in 
them; and fuch is our nature, that our ac- 

Bb4 tions 
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tions are more determined by cuftom and 
habit, than by principle. | 

But if fuch be the influence. of baie 
in general, vitious ones are ftill more pecu~ 
liarly powerful, If the power of cuftom be 
no all occafions apt to prevail, we fhall have 
full lefs inclination to oppofe:it, where 
the object to which we accuftom ourfelves 
is naturally agreeable, and fuited to our 
corruption, Here all the refolution we can 
fummon to our afliftance, will be requi- 
fite, and perhaps ineffectual... For if the 
firft impulfes of paflion, the firft affaults 
of temptation, are fometimes fo hard to 
be refitted ; what oppofition can we make 
again{t them when they are aided and re- 
inforced by habit. and indulgence ?.. How 
fhall we be able, when we. knew. not how 
to fuftain the firft onfet of vice; when yet 
fhame and fear, when education.and 'reli~ 
gion, were placed as guards upon our vir- 
tue ;—how {hall we be able to: oppofe the 
enemy, when thofe guards are removed, 
and we ftand expofed, to him, defenaslels 
and unarmed ? : 


We 


Ser. 27. On Vitious Habits. 393 


We may form an idea of the unhappy 
fituation® of ‘an’ habitual \offender,: from - 
the difficulty we find: in conquering even 
_ an indifferent cuftom. “What was, at firft 
optional’ and voluntary, becomes by~ de+ 
grees in a manner-neceflary, and almoft 
unavoidable.’ For though it is eafy to 
contract ill habits, it is not without vio- 
lence,' and felf-denial, to which’ we are 
always'averfe, that we can difengage our- 
{elves from them, or even form a defire 
to be difengaged. | 

And. yet, befides the natural iReibe of 
cuftom’ and habit; other confiderations 
there are, which add to the difficulty. of 
reforming -vitious manners.. By vitious 
habits we impair the underftanding, and 
’- our perception of the moral diftinction of 
actions becomes lefs clear and -diftind. 
The progrefs of iniquity is always gradu- 
al, No man becomes at once a proficient 
in wickednefs ;: nor is it eafy at firft to dif- 
regard the admonitions of reafon and con- 
{cience. Smaller offences, under the plau- 
fible pretext of being fuch, gain the firft 

3 admit- 
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admittance to the heart. And he who has 
been induced to comply with one fin, :be- 
caufe it isa {mall one, will be tempted toa 
fecond, from the confideration that it-is not 
much worfe: And the fame plea will lead 
him on gradually to another, and another, 
of ftill greater magnitude. When he thus 
becomes familiar with fin, and fuffers its 
frequent approaches, and finds that no 
harm has happened unto him, and that 
vengeance ftill fuffers him to live,—he be- 
gins to think fin not fo hateful in its na- 
ture, nor fo fatal in its: confequences, as it 
is reprefented: it affumes a lefs hideous 
fhape; its deformity wears off; the horror 
with which it.ought to be, and is at firft 
generally attended, abates; he becomes 
reconciled to it; his Judgment fubmits to 
his Inclinations ; every new fin is commit- 
ted with lefs reluctance than the former; 
and he endeavours to find out reafons, 
fuch as they are, to juftify and vindicate 
what he is determined to perfift in, and to 
practife. And thus, by habits of finning, 
we cloud the underftanding, and render 

it 
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if in a manner incapable of difinguifhing 
moral good and evil; and -by degrees re- 
duce ourfelves to that unhappy condition 
which the Apoftie defcribes by being dead 
in trefpaffes ‘and fins ; when all moral feel= 
ing, all fenfibility of virtue and religion, 
is fo far loft in us, that it is almoft as dif- 
ficult to awake to a fenfe of duty and:to 
newnefs of life, as it is to raife and reani- 
mate the dead. 

But further: As by long Riscice and 
perfeverance in fin, we lofe or impair the 
' moral difcernment and feeling of the 
mind; fo, by the fame means, we. pro- 
voke the ALtmMiGuTy to withdraw his af- 
fitting Grace, long beftowed in vain. | For 
though his Holy Spirit is always ready to 
lend fuccour to thofe who afk, and endea- 
vour to co-operate with his influences; 
yet he will not, we are aflured, {trive with 
thofe who refift: but, bemg often oppofed 
and grieved, will at length retire, and aban- 
don them to their own guidance, and to 
the counfels of their own corruption; no 
daca choofing thofe temples for his refi- 

dence, 
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dence, which they have fo often, and fo 
profanely, violated and defiled. at 
And how melancholy, how wretched, 

mutt be the ftate of perfons thus forfaken 
by their Gop,—left expofed to the affaults 
of temptations, and deftitute of that di- 
vine armour whereby alone they can be 
enabled to overcome or refift them! It 
is not in man, thus difordered and de- 
praved, to order his fteps. aright. ‘The 
fervants and flaves of fin, we ‘cannot, by 
our own unaflifted ftrength, refcue our- 
felves from the fatal fervitude. For if, at 
the beft, we ftand in need of the divine 
direction and grace, how much more do 
we want the heavenly aid, when our minds 
are*totally corrupt, when we delight in 
our bondage, are in love with our chains, 
and have not fo much as a defire of refto- 
ration to liberty! For then, indeed, when 
we have moft occafion for fuch aid, we 
have generally the leaft inclination to 
apply for it. For when men begin to have 
a difcernment of the fatal error and con- 
fequences of their conduét,—ftruck with 

a: 
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a fenfe of their danger, they are apt to 
defpair of that grace which they have 
fo oft received in vain. Confcious of guilt, 
they are afraid to look up to that Gop 
whom they have fo much offended. Self 
convicted, they cannot lift up their eyes 
to Heaven with any hopes of mercy and 
forgivenefs there. For all thefe reafons, 
it is dangerous to contrat, difficult to re- 
form, vitious habits. 

Il.. Yer, notwithftanding this difficulty 
and danger, the finner may have itin his 
power to return to duty, and reconcile 
himfelf to'Gop. . The occafion of defpon- 
dency in this fituation is the remorfe men 
feel from. a confcioufnefs of guilt; which 
yet is a favourable fymptom, as it indi- 
cates a difpofition and defire to recover 
themfelves from it. Though the finner, 
when he fcrutinifes his condué@t, may find | 
in it all the grounds and reafons of de- 
{pair ;. yet due confideration of the pa- 
tience, the compaflion, and :goodnefs of 
Gop, may, in the moft defponding mind, 
kindle hopes of mercy.» When once the 

finner 
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finner feels his guilt;—feels juft impref- 
fions of ‘his:own difobedience, and of the 
confequent difpleafure and. refentment:of 
Heaven; if he is ferious inthis:refolutions ’- 
to reftore himfelf by repentance to the fa- 
vour of his offended Gop; :Gop, who-is 
ever ready to meet and ireceive the return- 
ing penitent, will affift his refolution with 
fucha portion of his grace, as:may be fuf- 
- ficient, if not totally, at once, to extirpate 
vitious habits, (for fuch fudden, inftanta- 
neous converfions "we are) not» to expéct); 
yet gradually: to. produce a difpofition to 
wirtue; fo that,.if not wanting. to him- 
felf, fb fhalb not fail to become: fuperior 
to: the power’of inveterate habits. In this 
cafe, indeed, no endeavours)on his. part 
ought to be) neglected,—no attempts ‘left 
uneflayed, to recommend. himfelf to the 
throne of mercy.’ 

From what has been obferved, ig sites 
are young, and as yet unpradtifed in ithe 
vices of the world, may learn: wifely to 
confider with what facility and*advantage 
they may now enter upon duties of reli+ 

gion, 
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gion, whilft the mind is difengaged—not 
enflaved by vitious habits, free from bad 
impreflions, and capable of the beft 
Whereas, if they neglect this opportunity 
of giving virtue) prior poffeffion of the 
heart, and: of forming their manners by | 
its rules, and fhould unhappily fuffer fin 
and’ vice to get admittance there,—thefe 
will be every day extending their influence, 
and acquiring additional ftrength; and it 
will be a work of difficulty and labour'to 
conquer and:expel them. 

Never, therefore, think of poftponing the 
care of your falvation to the day of old 
age; never think of treafuring up to your- 
felves difficulties, forrows, repentance, and 
remorfe, againft an age, the diforders and 
infirmities of which are themfelves fo hard 
tobe fuftained. Let not thefe be the 
comforts referved for that period of life 
which ftands moft in need. of confolation. 
What confufion muft cover the felf-con~ 
victed finner, grown old in iniquity 
How muit hewith to blot out the memo- 
ry of former years, when he looks back, 

, and 
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and fees them marked with various guilt; 
and filled up witha fucceffion of vices and 
crimes! And how: will he:be able, :when 
bending beneath the burden) of :years:and 
infirmities, to attempt the conqueft of ha= 
bits by which he has been:always:enflaved, 
—and to difengage himfelf from chains in 
which -he:has long been:a‘captivelvHow 
reluctant to attempt a tafk-to which he has 
always been unequal; and to:travelca dif 
ficult road, which opens to: him, indeed, 
happier profpects, but has hitherto: been 
found, impracticable! Remember, there- 
fore, your GRE ATOR in-the'days« oft bane: 
youth. 

‘Butif any of us:yhave ach isabactee loft this 
firft, beft feafon, of devoting, ourfelves to 
Gop,—and ‘have. referved nothing but 
fhame, forrow; and. remorfe,;: for the en 
tertainment of riper years ;—let the review 
of ‘former tranfgreflions be an? incite- 
ment to immediate Repentance; let ns; 
without delay, apply our -heart to” the 
work of falvation, with an attention fuited 
touts importance, and: with a refolution 

equal 
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equal to the difficulties occafioned by the 
influence of long eftablifhed habits: 
and then we have good grounds to hope, 
that the neceflary aids of Divine Gracé 
will not be wanting; that we may look 
up to Heaven with hopes of mercy; that, 
however we may be tied and bound with 
the chain of our fins, our Maker will 
{tretch forth the right-hand of his power 
to fave and deliver us. For the Gop of 
truth hath: affured us, that he will give his 
Holy Spirit to them that afk it; that no 
time is limited when the gate of mercy 
fhall be fhut againft the penitent; that 
whenever the wicked man will turn from bis 
fins that he hath committed, and do that 
which is lawful and right, all his tranfgref- 
jfrons that he hath committed, /hall not be mens 
tioned unto him; in his righteoufne/s that he 
hath done, he erie live. 
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